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2014 was both an historic and momentous year for the club.  Celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
the formation of United Pirates in 1964 and the commemoration of 103 years as the town’s 
pre-eminent club was central to all activity.  The Easter weekend festivities were attended by more 
than 600 past and present members.  

The Jubilee weekend was an outstanding success. 
Friday night entertainment included “a walk down
the time-tunnel” which was a Bruce Gordon narration
of humorous extracts from the club’s Minute Books
from 1964 onward along with an auction of the
centenary jerseys to be worn by the Premier team the
following day.

On Saturday evening, with the backdrop of wins by
the Development and Premier teams against the old
foe Tauranga Sports, a formal function held in the
gymnasium was attended by 320 guests. With Club
Captain Kim Hinaki, Master of Ceremony, the evening
included key speeches by the President and Patron. 

Season 2014

Club President Ash Peat Club Patron Brian Stapleton

Bruce Gordon

Club Captain Kim Hinaki
as Master of Ceremony
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Above left: Betty Freeman cutting the Centenial Cake. Above top right: Dennis and Deborah Keenleyside. Above
middle right: The presentation to the Simpson family of a Posthumous Life Membership to Alastair Simpson. Above
bottom right: The Basham family presented a framed picture of Phil Basham in recognition of Phil having the honour
of being awarded the club’s first Life Membership in 1959. 

The evening continued with the cutting of the Centennial cake by Betty Freeman and the presentation 
to the Simpson family of a Posthumous Life Membership to Alastair Simpson. The Basham family 
presented a framed picture of Phil Basham in recognition of Phil having the honour of being 
awarded the club’s first Life Membership in 1959. The book, “A 100 Year History – The Making of a 
Rugby Club” was launched.

The evening concluded with a spontaneous
standing ovation for Deborah and Dennis
Keenleyside in recognition of their substantial
voluntary contribution to the club.   

The reunion weekend resulted in a pleasing
$21,000 profit for the club and was widely
acclaimed as an outstanding success. 
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Adding hugely to the significance of 2014, in February Nathan Harris was selected in the Chiefs 
squad and then went on to create club history by being selected for the All Black training squad 
during May. 

Te Puke born and breed, Nathan commenced his rugby career with Te Puke Sports and played in 
all age grades. He reached Premier level in 2011 and by 2013 had played 45 senior games.  He 
was selected for the Bay of Plenty Steamers in 2012 and in the same season was selected for the 
New Zealand Under 20 side. 

His selection as an All Black created club history. Nathan became the first ever club player to be 
selected for the All Blacks whilst playing for the club. 

He played his début game for the All Blacks against Argentina 29 September 2014 at La Plata and 
was in the starting fifteen against the USA at Chicago on 1 November.

His achievements epitomised all that any rugby club can aspire to; taking a player from JAB 
grades to senior, provincial, Super 14 and All Black status.  Nathan’s single minded determination 
that took him to All Black level has set the highest possible benchmark for the club.  He is recorded 
as All Black number 1135.

Premiers long serving Manager Ross Flexman commented; “Nathan’s achievements in reaching 
higher honours are  the results of seeking advice, listening to others along with a lot of hard work 
and dedication”.
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The club competition season commenced with the senior team in top form winning against Greerton 
(28-19) in March, Opotiki (23-13) and Rangataua (25-18) in the first two weeks of April.

Te Puke Times
3 April 2014

1910 - 2014

Te Puke Times
10 April 2014

Bay of Plenty Times
14 April 2014
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Te Puke Times
17 April 2014

Try Time: Te Puke Sport’s Dan Hollinshead pushes over the tryline to score the match-winner against Rangataua

The keenly anticipated and eagerly awaited Jubilee game against Tauranga Sports was watched by 
a large crowd of locals and visitors. This much heralded Premier encounter played on Easter 
Saturday 19 April lived up to all expectations with Te Puke Sports proving superior on the day, 
winning 31-26 to commence the festive weekend in grand style.  The team played in the Centennial 
jerseys and was filmed by Sky Sports Toyota Grassroots rugby.
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The development team convincingly won their game against Tauranga Sports 31 -19.
 
Coached by Craig Jeffries with assistant Rameka Poihipi who played his 310th Premier game for the 
club during the season, the team went on to defeat Te Puna 21-15 on April 21st, but suffered a huge 
loss to Mt Maunganui 53-10 the following weekend.

Hitting formidable form, they proceeded to win their next six games and were first round winners of 
the Baywide competition.

Six straight wins:
Whaka        46 - 38      May 3rd       
Rotoiti        12 - 9            May 10th
Rangiuru    21 - 15         May 17th
Greerton    28 - 6           May 24th
Opotiki       24 - 14         May 31st
Rangataua  22 - 17        June 2nd

1910 - 2014

Te Puke Times
24 April 2014
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Te Puke Times
8 May 2014

Te Puke Times
22 May 2014

Bay of Plenty Times
26 May 2014

Te Puke Times
15 May 2014
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The winning streak came to a halt against Tauranga Sports with a 26-37 loss. 

Regaining the excellent form that had been displayed throughout the season, the team bounced 
back to win their next two games in June against Te Puna 36-34 and Mt Maunganui 24-18 but were 
thrashed by Whaka 17-67 in a highly forgettable game on 28th June.

1910 - 2014

Bay of Plenty Times
26 May 2014

Te Puke Times
19 June 2014
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Bay of Plenty Times
23 June 2014

Te Puke Times
26 June 2014

Showing remarkable fortitude and immediately recapturing the form displayed for most of the 
season, in early July and heading toward the semi-finals, the team avenged their miserable defeat 
by Whaka by annihilating Rotoiti 68-7 and dispensing of Rangiuru 43-3.   

Entering the semi-finals, Te Puke Sports drew Mt Maunganui.  In dramatic circumstances the team 
was defeated 20-35 ending the Jubilee season on a disappointing and very controversial note.

David Whitecliffe-Davies and Luke Perrott achieved their milestone 100 games during the season.

Whilst the rugby season ended in despair, on the credit side, 2014 will be long remembered for the 
outstanding form and style of rugby played by the senior team and their epic victory against 
Tauranga Sports on the day of the Jubilee and Centennial celebrations.
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The Development team won the first round of the competition, ran second in the round robin 
however lost the semi-final to Greerton 13 -28.

1910 - 2014

Te Puke Times
24 July 2014
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Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club - Premiers Team 2014
Back Row: D.Barnett, L. Keenleyside, E. Smith-Wano, D. O’Rourke, A. Ross, T. Carter, L. Morrice, J. Tofa-Va’a, E. Hag
D. Hollinshead, M. Hinaki, C. Savage, J. Smith-Lawson
Middle Row: A. Peat (President), L. Walsh, J. Moore, G. Uelese, E. Apisai, T. Draffin, G. Scheres, R. Parsons, R. Jon
R. Flexman (Manager), M. Salt (Life Member)
Front Row: C. Jeffries (Coach), S. Moimoi, A. Lee, M. Wallis, B. Ward, T. Bond (Captain), D. Whitecliffe-Davies (Vice Captain)
L. Perrott, D. Goodwin, J. Corbett, R. Poihipi (Assistant Coach)
Absent: N. Harris, J. Kitto, J. Gordan (Aqua Technician), B. Finn (Physio), M. Nicolaas, J. Ormsby

Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club - Premier Development Team 2014
Back Row: N. Rissanen, R. Harwood, E. Takai, T.O. Headifen, B. Ward, E. Oram, C. Mabbett Sowery, K. Craig, T. Draffin,
M. Collins, C. Pittman
Middle Row: B. Walsh (Coach), J. Tane, R. Jones, C. Walker, T. Scott, J. Moore, R. Parsons, J. Janson, K. Walker, A. Peat
(President), M. Salt (Sponsor)
Front Row: K. Hinaki (Manager), E. Takai, J. Sanson, J. Watton, M. Broughton, A. Wallis (Captain), J. Hawke, L. Keenleyside,
S. Tamihana, J. Smith-Lawson, N. Thomas (Coach)
Absent: R. Wallis (Manager), Q. Harris (Technical Advisor), K. Utimawa, G. Crowe, R. MacKenzie, D. McCormack, C. Smith


