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At the end of the 1979 season, outstanding half-back Tom Gourlay (centre) retired having played for
Pirates RFC and United Pirates since 1963.
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Recording the history of our club was expected to be a reasonably short task with a few key dates 

and events of interest to be documented in a more formal manner than had been done to date.  

Upon commencing the exercise it was soon realised that our history goes back a long way; certainly 

well beyond the memory of even our most senior members.  It was recognised that the founders of 

the club had largely been forgotten over time as have many milestones, events, characters and 

dedicated officers.  Suffice to say, recording our history has been an extensive undertaking.

In any such project, accuracy is the key requirement and has most definitely been the greatest 

challenge.  The level of research was much greater and more time consuming than expected and 

only with the assistance of a number of Te Puke folk who have co-operated in retrieving historical 

information have we been able to produce this historical record.

We have pleasure in acknowledging on page 224, those who have contributed and assisted. 

An unexpected consequence of recording the club’s past is that we identified that our history is 

considerably more complex and richer than was presumed.

There has been a commonly held view that the beginning of Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club 

(hereafter Te Puke Sports) was in 1964 when the two rival town clubs, United Old Boys Rugby Football 

Club and Pirates RFC amalgamated to form the United Pirates Rugby Football Club. This assumption 

is understandable but incorrect.

Our club is directly linked to five predecessor clubs each of which connect us to our past to form the 

history of Te Puke Sports.  These clubs were United, Te Puke High School Old Boys, United Old Boys, 

Pirates RFC and United Pirates.  Each was a founding club that preceded the formation of Te Puke Sports.

It is necessary to understand how each of these clubs evolved and when, why and how they came 

together over the decades to establish the club we have today.  
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On commencing the task of recording the club’s history, it quickly became obvious that only by 

understanding the participation of all Te Puke rugby clubs over time can the evolution of our club be 

accurately placed in context.  There have been many significant events over the years that moulded 

Te Puke rugby and which consequently impacted our club in a wide variety of ways.

Many changes and developments evolved through the years and some of these events have scant 

reference points and rely on conjecture, logic or assumption.  That has been the frustrating part of 

this exercise.  On the other hand, unravelling many past and potentially lost milestones has been 

very rewarding and has enabled important club history to be preserved.  

Our objective has been to focus on the key events that led to the creation of Te Puke Sports.  It has 

been a pleasure to record some club history that would otherwise have been lost forever.  Sadly we 

have encountered many gaps that indicate just how quickly time passes and how rapidly interesting 

and important events and dates are forgotten. 

Supporting newspaper articles, photographs and other records that are not included in this publication 

have been retained and will be placed in safe keeping for future reference with Te Puke archives 

held at the Te Puke Library.  These records include over 1500 pages of documents extracted from the 

Tauranga Public Library Records which support most of the facts contained herein.

It must be emphasised that the history of our club is inter-woven with many other local clubs.  Unless 

there is a basic understanding of the interaction between the local clubs over the years it is difficult  

to follow the pathway that led to where we are today.  Therefore, the inclusion of information about 

other clubs in the area is both deliberate, and we hope, assists in some way with the preservation of 

that club’s history.

Excluding the original Te Puke Football Club, likely established in 1894, the list opposite summarises 

the Te Puke rugby clubs that have come, gone or still remain over time.  Some of these clubs appear to

have no written history or obtainable records at all.  In other cases their creation is often puzzling 

and time has lost the connection that we need in order to understand the basic rationale for either 

their formation or dissolution.  Several clubs or teams disbanded before they gained any foothold 

whilst others were never more than junior teams and never participated in the local Te Puke Union 

or Sub-Union senior club competition.    
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Those clubs (below) with related dates are those recorded in the Te Puke Rugby Sub-Union 75th 

Jubilee brochure 1907 - 1982.  (Closer scrutiny suggests that several of the date statistics are not accurate, 

although most are).  A number of clubs came into existence in the period 1921 - 1940.  In some cases 

it has been too difficult to obtain accurate background information and we have focussed mainly on 

those clubs that fielded senior teams over a meaningful period of time.

Note that the clubs that had a direct bearing on the creation of Te Puke Sports are high-lighted in 

bold print.  The 1937 Old Boys Club is excluded as we could find no clear linkage that supports any 

connection with our club today.

   

      United                 1910 - 1949 Papamoa       1924 - 1955

      Paengaroa                 1905 - 1954 Pongakawa        1925 - 1931

      Maketu                 1913 - 1953 Pukehina        1937 - 1955

      Rangiuru                 1913  Old Boys        1937

      Railway                 1914 - 1922 Rotoehu       1940 - 1956

      Papaka                 1915  Wairakei        1949

      Rangataua                 1920  High School Old Boys      1948

      Senior Cadets        1921 - 1922            United Old Boys       1950 - 1964

      Rovers          1921 - 1940 Pirates        1953 - 1964

      Atuaroa                 1921  Eastern Districts       1962

      Huimai                 1923 - 1970 United Pirates       1965 - 1993

      Gold Reefs (Mines)         1923  Te Paamu       1980

      Wanderers                 1922 - 1923
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Recording the history of our club and associated events has been complicated by a number of 

issues including:

 

  Difficulty in obtaining early records.

  

  Conflicting dates and club names as recorded in the newspapers of the day. 

  

  Newspaper reporters’ interpretation of club and player names, especially incorrect  

  spelling of Maori names.  As an example, many early newspaper reports referred  

  to the Rangataua Club as the Rangatawa Club.

 

  Clubs that emerged and clubs that recessed without any written or identifiable  

  records.  

  Interruption of club rugby caused by two World Wars, the world-wide influenza

  pandemic of 1918 and the Great Depression during the late 1920’s and early 1930’s.

 

So, how, where and when did our club get started . . . .

Te Puke Football Team 1905
Back: J.N. Diprose, Charlie Hall, Bill Ryan, Fred Washer, Frank Henwood, Dick Williams, Jack Williams, Walter Martin, Innes Vercoe
Middle: Fred Collins, Jim McEwen, Johnie McCauley, Ernice Smith, Frank Kerr, Jack Kerr, Stav McEwen
Front: Harry Brady, Alan Ryburn, George Henry

1910 - 2014
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The Early Years

In order to fully understand how our club originated, it is essential to go back to very early times in 

Te Puke when rugby was in its infancy from an organisational point of view, but at the same time, 

was very much the cornerstone of town and district sporting and social activity.  These were the years 

from approximately 1880 through to 1910.

It is interesting to note that the roots of Te Puke Sports may potentially stretch back as far as 1894 

when Te Puke rugby was based on a ‘town’ team which played against a limited number of clubs 

including Kari Kari, (that area between Wairakei and Hairini, Tauranga) Tauranga Football Club, 

and Rangiwaea.

  

Naturally enough, this town team was called Te Puke or The Te Puke Club or the Te Puke Football 

Club.  For the purposes of this record we will refer to the Te Puke Football Club.  This was the most 

common name used at that time.

During these years and for many thereafter, rugby was always described as ‘football’; the actual 

term ‘rugby’ was seldom used.

As an aside, the first rugby team to emerge in Tauranga was the Tauranga Football Club which from 

Bay of Plenty Times reports was formed in April 1880 following the official establishment of that club 

at a meeting at the Tauranga Hotel.

Whilst there are limited accessible records, it is more than likely that social rugby was first played 

between local teams with Maketu being a very active rugby centre.  Comments attributed to Ta 

Tapsell, an old identity of Maketu, provide some insight.  Apparently, his father spoke of football 

being played as far back as the mid 1800’s when the only habitation in this part of the Bay of Plenty 

was centred either at Maketu or Tauranga.  Records handed down speak of one very early game 

played by Maori of the sub-tribes of Rangitaiki, Piako and Whakatane against a similar combination 

from the Tauranga area.  This match was played on the ground on which the Maketu school is now 

sited.  A certain Major Fox was the organiser of the match which started normally, but before the 

players could really get warmed up a fight started and players and spectators alike joined in with 

such purpose that the game ceased.  
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At about this time in history there was also a game which somewhat resembled rugby called 

‘held-ball’.  In this game a player had to hold on to a ball while his team mates endeavoured to push 

him and the ball over the opponents goal-line.  As the holder of the ball was something in the nature 

of a human sacrifice, the game eventually lost favour for want of heroes to carry the ball.

Sometime later, local Maori of the Te Arawa tribe challenged the Mataatua tribe of Tauranga in a 

match played at Maketu around 1880.  Score unknown, although in a return match at Tauranga the 

home side won that game.

Ta Tapsell recalled early names associated with rugby and singled out Captain Kaikora, Morehu, 

Horne and Tapsell followed later by the Warbrick bothers.  

Time has weathered memories of Maketu’s early rugby history, the same being the case with the 

early period of Te Puke rugby.  Indeed, little is now known of the Te Puke Football Club but one interesting 

comment that has survived the decades originated from the late Mr Innes Vercoe, a rugby icon of 

his time.  His roles included that of Chairman of the Te Puke East Rugby Union, Vice President of the 

Tauranga Football Club, referee and Patron of the Paengaroa Club.  He was heard to say that he 

played for the Te Puke Football Club against Waihi in 1896.

It could be argued that the Te Puke Football Club was the platform that led to the creation of our 

club.  Early records show that membership of this club was predominantly Maori players. This fact 

leads to the conclusion that the Te Puke Football Club was probably the first formally established 

club in the district although, as noted above, Maketu was the original bastion of very early rugby in 

the district.

The last shots of the New Zealand Land Wars were fired on 14 February 1872.  The first game of 

rugby was played in New Zealand on 14 May 1870.  In the early days of New Zealand rugby, the 

game was played by young men who had attended English Public Schools.  A few of the early Europeans 

to live in Maketu were educated at these Public Schools.  Consequently, rugby formed a very 

significant part of life in the Maketu community.

The Rangiuru Club’s 1993 Centennial publication, notes that from 1890 to 1905 “rugby was 

introduced to the Maori at the same time he was told to lay down his fighting weapons. 

1910 - 2014
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Therefore the rugby ball became his taiaha, his mere, his musket as it were”. 

  

It was stated by the late Frank Latimer, a noted Te Puke identity in his editorial in the Rangiuru Club’s 

centennial publication, that most rugby games were of a social nature and played spasmodically.  

He commented that “one could well dwell on the mode of transport in those days… in all probability 

the popular way was on horseback, by buggy or by the only alternative which was Shanks’s pony” 

(walking).  Frank went on to say that the railway line to Te Puke was opened in 1913 and until then the 

above modes of transport were the only options.

To demonstrate the social nature of rugby during this early period, it can be noted from the  Bay of 

Plenty Times articles of March and November 1889 that rugby was very central to all aspects of 

community and social life at that time.

Bay of Plenty Times
28 March 1889

1910 - 2014
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Bay of Plenty Times
7 November 1889

The make-up of the Te Puke Football Club changed around years 1905 - 1906 which probably coincided 

with the first appearance of a senior Rangiuru football team participating in the Te Puke competition.  

Records show that a Rangiuru junior team played a social game against a Maketu representative 

team at Maketu in the first week of November 1897 but there are no records of a senior team prior 

to 1906.  Of more than passing interest were several newspaper references to the Waitangi Club.  

Perhaps this club was the fore-runner of the Rangiuru Club but this is difficult to substantiate.

Should there have been a relationship between the Waitangi Club and Rangiuru, there could be 

reason to suggest that the Rangiuru Club might have been in existence longer than stated above.
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The Te Puke Football Club went out of existence in 1909.  The demise of the Te Puke Football Club 

must surely have coincided with the expansion of the Rangiuru Club or more specifically the emergence 

of a Rangiuru senior team in 1906.  The Te Puke Football Club continued in existence from 1906 to 

1909. What is clear is that the Te Puke Football Club was never mentioned in any published report 

after 1910.  

                  

 That was the year that the United Football Club of Te Puke
was formally established.

The following are facts and features that set the scene as far as Te Puke rugby was concerned in the 

lead up to 1910.  

 At the turn of the century a field was located on and behind land that was known as the 

Farmers Auctioneering Co. (FAC).  This large concrete building exists today on Jocelyn Street opposite 

the entry to Commerce Lane.  As no railway existed prior to 1913 the area was primarily paddocks. 

The playing paddock moved over time and was variously described using the names of the owners 

of the Te Puke Hotel including Kenealy’s, Montgomery’s and Martins.  Later the term Jamieson’s 

paddock referred to this area and the fields became centred on that area known as Jubilee Park 

which includes Jamieson Oval.   

 Prior to, and some time after 1900, the Te Puke Football Club was playing under the 

Tauranga County Rugby Union, understood to have been formed in 1899.  Between April and May 

1899 the number of teams consolidated as can be noted from the following two newspaper articles.  

This Union was affiliated with the Auckland Rugby Union.
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        Te Puke Hotel Jellicoe Street in 1908Bay of Plenty Times
10 April 1899

Bay of Plenty Times
3 May 1899

Inset: Publican Adolphus

Montgomery, a very strong

supporter of the United 

Club and Te Puke rugby.
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 On 17 July 1899 the Tauranga Football Club defeated the Te Puke Football Club 20 - 15.  It 

was reported that Wi Hape captained the team ‘like a general’ and often shouted out Maori war 

cries to lift his men.  Records indicate that Wi Hape was clearly an outstanding rugby player during 

this period. History records that he made a real impact on local rugby as a player, referee and 

administrator.  

In a game against the Tauranga Football Club in 1899 he wrote the first chapter of Te Puke rugby 

folklore by marching the Te Puke Football club team off the field following the awarding of a try to 

Tauranga.  Wi Hape claimed ‘the try’ did not meet his interpretation of the rules of the game.  In spite 

of a handy lead the Te Puke team forfeited the game on principle.  

 In order to capture the flavour of local rugby at the close of the 19th century, the following 

article printed in the Bay of Plenty Times 31 July 1899 makes interesting reading.  As can be noted 

from this report, games at this time had an important social element to them and transport between 

Tauranga and Waitangi was almost certainly by coastal vessel. Clearly, crowd control was taken 

rather seriously.

Bay of Plenty Times
31 July 1899
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 On 3 August 1900 the Te Puke Football Club defeated the Tauranga Football Club 13 - 3 on Mr 

Henwoods’ paddock in Te Puke. The game was followed that evening with a dance at Donovan’s Hall.

 In 1901 the Paengaroa, Te Puke, Tauranga and Matata Clubs began playing in a competition; 

the Paengaroa Club having been established in the same year.  These teams generally travelled to 

games by horseback with the exception of Tauranga. When required to play at Matata, they 

travelled by sea into Matata on the coastal cargo vessel SS Fingal.

 A Pongakawa Club was established in 1902. 

 The first meeting to seriously discuss rugby in Te Puke was held at the Paengaroa boarding 

house in 1902.  This meeting was called by Mr Ernie Butcher and Mr Innes Vercoe.  The boarding 

house was located on the corner of Hall and Wilson Roads and was also the coach-station.  In 1902 

this establishment was owned by a Mr Essen.  The meeting resulted in the formation of six teams 

including one from Manoeka.  A Te Puke district competition was established for the first time.  

 In 1903 the Te Puke Football Club continued playing under the Tauranga County Rugby Union.

 1904/1905 the Te Puke Football Club and Paengaroa teams broke away from the Tauranga 

County Rugby Union and with Maketu teams formed the Maketu Union.  Presumably in response, 

the Tauranga Union then created clubs based on boundaries being: the Kari Kari Club between 

Wairakei and Hairini, the Matakana Club between Te Puna and Bethlehem and the City Club 

between Hairini and Bethlehem. The Maketu Union fielded a rep team in 1905 and played 

Tauranga - result unknown.

Bay of Plenty Times
April 1905



15

 By 1906 the East Te Puke Union had replaced the Maketu Union with four teams participating; 

Te Puke Football Club, Maketu, Rangiuru and Paengaroa.  In spite of some views to the contrary, 

1906 is the first season that Rangiuru fielded a senior team in a Te Puke competition.

 The East Te Puke Union was a ‘one-off’ and with an increasing number of players, the number 

of teams went to five during 1907/08 when the Te Puke Rugby Union was formed and the Papamoa 

Club came into existence and was included in the competition.  Clubs fielding teams in 1907 were:

Te Puke - maroon,  Rangiuru - yellow,  Maketu - red & black,  Paengaroa - blue & white,  Papamoa - green.

Rangiuru won the first ever Te Puke competition in 1907.

 The 1908 Club Competition was played between the above five teams under the Te Puke 

Rugby Union.  Junior teams began to appear with the Te Puke Football Club, Rangiuru, Paengaroa 

and Maketu fielding teams. Often Paengaroa and Maketu combined junior teams.

 The Te Puke Football Club continued as the ‘town’ team through to 1909 when it was 

amalgamated with Papamoa to form the United Football Club which played alongside Rangiuru, 

Paengaroa, Maketu and Tia.  The Tia Football Club was based at Makahae Marae, Te Kahika.
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Bay of Plenty Times
1 June 1908

Bay of Plenty Times
22 June 1906

Letter to the Editor
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Te Puke Rugby Club - approximately 1909 - 1910

This photograph does not name all players in the team and has deteriorated over time. Many of the 
players listed below in the 1907 - 1908 team to play Maketu, are probably in this photograph.
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The United Football Club - The years 1910 - 1949

The United Football Club of Te Puke was formerly established on Wednesday 25 May 1910 at a 

meeting that was held at Mr Adolphus Montgomery’s Hotel. The United Football Club had 

few stronger supporters than Publican Adolphus Montgomery.

There is no doubt that this event led to the creation of Te Puke Sports.  United was literally the 

‘uniting’ of Te Puke and Papamoa footballers into one club.  The Papamoa Club, established in 1907 

was recessed in 1909 along with the Te Puke Football Club when players from both areas formed the 

United Football Club.  

On this basis, our club history as at 2014, spans a period of 103 years.  The United Club’s original 

colours were narrow amber and black hoops.  This was changed to black and white hoops in 1919 

and remained the club’s playing colours until 1949.

Please note that this is an indication of club colours and stripe pattern only, it does not represent the style of jersey of the era. 

The United Football Club 1910 - 1919 The United Football Club 1919 - 1949

17
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Bay of Plenty Times
May 1910

John J (Jack) Douglas 3rd from left (standing) was killed in action at Chunuk Bair, Gallipoli, Turkey, aged 27 and was the
first member of our club to lose his life at war. 
John G (Jack) Snodgrass 2nd from left (kneeling) was killed in action on 10 December 1917 in the battle of Passchendaele Belgium.



19

Through The Years 1910 - 1949

Records are hard to obtain in the period leading up World War One from 1910.  We know that 

during the War years many players in the district had enlisted in the Services and club rugby was 

either weak or clubs went in and out of active participation for much of the War period.  Additionally, 

in the period surrounding and following 1918 a world-wide influenza pandemic swept the world 

killing more than 50 million people including 8,000 New Zealanders.  The impact on club rugby was 

dramatic.

1909 - 10 was a period in which club rugby started to evolve as not only did the United Football Club 

come into existence but the Star Club of Tauranga was formed in April 1909.  One of the first games 

played by United was against the Star Club which sported navy blue jerseys with a white star on the 

left chest.  On 8 July 1910 Star beat United 6 points to 3 at a game played at Tauranga.

Captain William Atherton Bennett (1892-1971) was the Inaugural President of the United Football 
Club of Te Puke - 1910. He was commonly referred to by Te Puke residents as “The Major”.  
Lieutenant of the Te Puke Division of the Tauranga Mounted Rifles, he rose to Captain in 1903 and 
Major in 1904.  He also served in the Boer War.  He was the first secretary of the Bay of Plenty 
Co-operative Dairy Association formed in 1902;  a member of numerous local bodies including the 
Te Puke Town Board and a Life Member of the Tauranga and Te Puke Agricultural and Pastoral 
Assoc.  William moved the motion that established the Tauranga Electric Power Board.  He was a 
Guarantor for the 11,000 volt line between Gate Pa and Te Puke.

Bay of Plenty Times
2 September 1910
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Te Puke became a Sub-Union in 1911 when the Bay of Plenty Rugby Union was formed on Easter 

Saturday 15 April and became affiliated to the New Zealand Rugby Union.  The Sub-Unions were: 

Rotorua, Opotiki, Whakatane, Te Puke, Tauranga and Taupo. Te Puke’s colours were established as 

red and black hoops.

In 1911 the local competition consisted of United, Maketu, Paengaroa and Pongakawa. The absence 

of Rangiuru can not be explained.

The local clubs in 1913 included United, Rangiuru, Maketu and Paengaroa.  Pongakawa apparently 

withdrew from participation.  Records show that a Railway team played from time to time however not 

in the form of a registered club participating in the local competition.  United formed its first junior 

team and played a Rangiuru junior team.

At a Sub-Union meeting in May, a discussion took place on the matter of spectators passing 

unseemly remarks calculated to incite players to rough play.  It was decided to give offenders one 

warning only, to be followed by expulsion from the ground for continuance of such conduct.  

By 1914 there were four active teams with the first appearance of the Railway Football Club as a 

registered competition participant.  To be eligible for the Railway team the strict criteria was that a 

player had to either ‘live or work’ on the railway.  The railway was being constructed by the Public 

Works Department later known as the Ministry of Works and they also operated a quarry at 

Manoeka near Te Puke. 

The teams this season were United, Rangiuru, Railway and Maketu. United and Rangiuru again 

fielded junior grades.  During the season Maketu lodged a complaint with the Te Puke Sub-Union 

and in a quote from the Sub-Union’s minutes it is recorded that “our players are very dissatisfied at 

having to travel so far to play in Te Puke”.

This was the first year of World War One hostilities and Paengaroa did not field a team.  Although 

War was not declared until 5 August 1914, some local boys, mostly members of the Te Puke Mounted 

Rifles and some local Maori enlisted early and were sent straight off to camp.  This was sufficient to 

prevent club rugby activity, therefore a competition was not contemplated for the season.

In June 1915 an application was received by the Te Puke Sub-Union from the Papaka Club to 

play in the Te Puke competition.  This club stemmed from the temporarily recessed Rangataua 

Club and as a consequence of there being no club rugby in Tauranga with players having left  
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for War duties.  Papaka is the Maori name for the sea crab and represents what is called Rangataua 

Bay which is the foreshore area around Matapihi extending into the inner Tauranga harbour.  The 

Papaka remains the emblem on the Rangataua jersey and blazer today.  During 1915, Mr Toi 

McLeod who was the Papaka delegate to the Te Puke Sub-Union passed away.  Mr McLeod was a 

retired player of note and a highly respected rugby personality of his time. The McLeod family 

remain residents of Papamoa today.

In June, at a meeting of the Te Puke Sub-Union it was noted that the Tauranga Sub-Union had closed 

down for the season.  This led to Papaka’s application being successful, although a subsequent 

newspaper report suggested that there was some disquiet within the Tauranga Sub-Union as to the 

decision.  Another newspaper article noted that the inclusion of Papaka and Railway allowed a 

meaningful competition to be played.

 

World War One eclipsed all rugby matters.  Neither Maketu nor Paengaroa fielded teams.  Club 

rugby weakened and the competition consisted of United, Rangiuru, Railway and Papaka.

Through 1916 as World War One continued to rage, only United and Rangiuru were in existence as 

participating teams.  A weakened Rangataua Club (replacing their temporary stand-in Papaka) again  

nominated a team and requested the Te Puke Sub-Union to allow them to play in the Te Puke competition.  

 

Te Puke Times
20 July 1915

Te Puke Times
15 August 1916
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The request was granted on the basis of ‘no objection’ from the Tauranga Rugby Sub-Union.  Unfortunately 

Rangataua remained weak during the season and defaulted on at least one occasion.  The article, 

on the previous page, published on 15 August 1916 in the Te Puke Times provides an interesting 

insight as to the state of the game during 1916. 

1917 - War totally disrupted rugby with no records of club rugby being played.

1918 - War combined with the influenza pandemic stopped all club rugby.

At some point during World War One the Te Puke Sub-Union went into recess and in 1919 was 

re-formed with affiliated clubs that year being:

United, Paengaroa, Rangiuru, Gold Reefs (Mines), Rangataua and Railway.

Gold Reefs, commonly called Mines, was a team formed by Miners at Muir’s Reef on No 4 Road. 

A field was developed at the Mine site and was used regularly for competition rugby.

1920 was the first year of concerted rugby following the War.  Clubs back in competitive action in 

the Te Puke Sub-Union were United, Rangiuru, Maketu and Rangataua.  At the commencement 

of the year, an application was made for affiliation by the Senior Cadets Club.   Records revealed 

that Senior Cadets was in fact a junior team whose origin stemmed from recent war activity.     

Te Puke Times
3 June 1919

Te Puke Times
4 July 1919
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These were Te Puke based trainee army cadets from the 39th Company under the control of the 
Defence Office, Tauranga.  Tauranga Senior Cadets Rugby Club was attached to the 38th Company 
in the same manner. 
Some undesirable activity was noted in the Te Puke Times.

1921 saw a surge in development of rugby with the formation of a strong club called Rovers.  Senior 
and junior teams were fielded and a powerful club came into existence.  Their club colours were 
maroon.  It should be noted that Paengaroa was not playing at senior level in 1920 or 1921 and 
Maketu did not appear in 1921 which maybe explains why Rovers emerged.  Additionally, the former 
Paengaroa Club colours were maroon which perhaps sheds more light on the possible origins of the 
Rovers Club.  Names would suggest that the club consisted of players drawn mainly from Maketu, 
the Eastern Districts area and Papamoa.  Rovers continued as a club into the 1940’s.  Remarkably, 
following considerable research, very little is really known as to the exact reason why the Rovers 
Football Club was formed and in spite of extensive efforts during 2013 no-one interviewed could 
recall the club or any detail surrounding its origin. 

Te Puke Times
August 1920

Te Puke Times
21 April 1921

Te Puke Times
1920
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1921 also saw the emergence of the Atuaroa senior team.  Newspaper reports during the season 

wavered between calling this team Atuaroa and Manoeka however at the April meeting of the Te 

Puke Sub-Union the official registrations for the senior team competition for the 1921 season were: 

United, Atuaroa, Rovers and Rangiuru.  As can be noted in the Te Puke Times article on the previous 

page the word Atuaroa was frequently incorrectly spelt.  Senior Cadets again appeared as a 

junior team.  

The 1921 senior club competition included:

United - black and white hoops,  Rangiuru - yellow and black hoops

Rovers - Maroon, Atuaroa - green and black hoops

  

1922 was an interesting season with the formation of yet another team and the unexplained

disappearance of the Atuaroa team.  The new team was Wanderers, a junior team making its first 

ever appearance.  Again, in spite of considerable research, little has been discovered about this 

team and the reason for it’s establishment.  However, a solitary press report during 1922 called a 

junior team to play a Rovers 2nd XV the ‘Paengaroa Wanderers’.  Thus, it must be assumed that 

Wanderers was indeed a Paengaroa junior team playing under the banner ‘Wanderers’.  Many of 

the names below are familiar….

At this stage of Te Puke’s rugby history, United and Rangiuru were the most dominantly established  

clubs in the senior and junior grades.

Te Puke Times
1922
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The senior competition in 1922 consisted of the following teams: 

United, Rovers, Rangiuru and Railway.

1923 was a year that saw further changes to the senior club competition with another club named 

Huimai participating for the season and then disappearing for the next two years.  They fielded a 

senior and junior team.

The senior competition of 1923 consisted of:

United, Rovers, Mines, Rangiuru and Huimai - (blue jerseys)
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Paengaroa Wanderers continued in the junior competition but notable in 1923 was the absence of 

the senior Railway team.

Trouble was surfacing in Te Puke rugby and it was recorded during this year that club rugby suffered 

from a variety of ailments including games disbanded because of bad-language, exceedingly rough 

play, unruly spectator behaviour and sideline betting.  This trouble apparently continued through 

much of the 1920’s and was evident through to the great depression of 1929. (The flax mills and gold 

mine had closed and the collapse of the freezing works at Whakatane placed many under financial 

pressure.)

According to the below report the Wanderers team may have held an interesting social during 1923.

In 1924 Wanderers fielded their first senior team and Papamoa entered the junior competition;  

perhaps the first sighting of a Papamoa team since 1908. 

The senior competition included:

United, Rangiuru, Rovers and Wanderers.

1925 saw the return of the Pongakawa Football Club after an absence of almost 14 years. 

Pongakawa was re-formed following a meeting at the Te Puke Flaxmilling Company premises at 

Paengaroa.  Mr Stan Heather chaired the meeting and W.M. Gelling was elected President with Mr 

G. Mends Secretary-Treasurer.  They established a senior team that joined United, Rangiuru and 

Rovers.  Their club jersey was black, with black socks with white tops.  

Te Puke Times
1923

Te Puke Times
1923
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The Te Puke Sub-Union observed that it was pleasing that teams were turning out in their club 

colours instead of jerseys of a ‘nondescript character’.

In April of 1925 a club called Suburbs was established and registered to play in the senior competition.  

However, within weeks this club was dissolved and requested permission from the Sub-Union to have 

it’s name changed to Rovers.  It has not been possible to determine why Suburbs was registered.  The 

relationship between Suburbs and Rovers remains a mystery. 

Four senior teams competed being: United, Rangiuru, Pongakawa, Suburbs/Rovers. Four junior 

teams participated being: United, Papamoa, Rovers and Rangiuru. 

1926 saw the expansion of the Pongakawa Football Club to include a junior team.

Interestingly, during 1926 the United junior team withdrew from the competition mid season as a result 

of insufficient numbers caused by the temporary formation of a High School Old Boys junior team.  

Records indicate that this team was established for a short period of time only. 

The Te Puke Sub-Union then decided to attach the Papamoa junior team to the United Club to allow 

United seniors to draw players from a junior team.  This in no way interrupted Papamoa continuing 

to play as a junior team along with competitor junior teams Pongakawa, Rovers and Rangiuru.

Te Puke Times
1926
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The senior competition in 1926 was:  United, Rangiuru, Pongakawa and Rovers.

A Te Puke Referees Association was formed.

1927 was, to say the least, a confusing season.  To highlight how unexpected change occurred in 

club rugby during the 1920’s, the following two newspaper articles clearly demonstrate the manner 

in which history at times can be mystifying.  It can be seen from the article (below left) that at least 

temporarily, Pongakawa and Maketu teams combined (under Pongakawa) and that quite separately a 

Pongakawa Flaxmill team was established and entered the competition.  This team was called 

Pirates or Flaxmill Pirates.  To create further confusion, during the season, the Wanderers senior 

team re-appeared but within a very short period was disbanded with their players being allocated 

by the Sub-Union to existing senior teams. 

There seems to be no explanation as to why the apparently strong Rovers Club failed to field a team.

Junior teams included the return of Huimai as well as United, Pongakawa and Rangiuru.  The Hancock 

Challenge Cup was allocated to the junior grade in an effort by the Te Puke Sub-Union to encourage 

junior rugby.

Te Puke Times
10 April 1927

Te Puke Times
6 May 1927
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The senior competition in 1927 was: United, Rangiuru, Pongakawa, Flaxmill Pirates and Wanderers 

(disbanded) during the season.

If 1927 was confusing, then 1928 was perplexing.  A combined Te Puke and Tauranga club competition 

was established with United, Pongakawa and Rangiuru competing against Tauranga teams 

Rangataua, Cadet Old Boys and Ranginui.  The Ranginui football team was based in and around the 

Judea area.  The only explanation given for this change in format was a comment in the Te Puke 

Times that the competition was to be a series of matches between clubs affiliated to the Te Puke and 

Tauranga Sub-Unions.  As will be noted, this was very much a ‘one-off’ arrangement and it was not 

until much later that Te Puke and Tauranga decided to play in a combined competition.  United, 

Huimai and Pongakawa fielded junior teams. Papamoa juniors did not appear. 

1929 was a very poor year for Te Puke club rugby.  The competition involving Tauranga teams, for 

whatever reason, did not continue. Furthermore, only three senior teams participated in the 

reinstated Te Puke competition.  They were, United, Pongakawa and Rangiuru.  Rovers were again 

absent.

 

Huimai continued with their junior team playing United and Pongakawa.

 

It would seem that club rugby was completely overshadowed in favour of representative games 

against Tauranga, Opotiki, Rotorua, Taneatua and Whakatane.  These matches appeared to be the 

focus of the season.

In 1930 there continued to be a strong emphasis on representative and provincial rugby to the detriment 

of a club competition.  Newspaper reports on club rugby activity were scant and higher level games 

stole the limelight.  Regardless, club rugby strengthened with the re-establishment of the Papamoa 

Football Club.  Papamoa first fielded a senior team in 1907 and continued through to 1909 when it 

amalgamated with the depleted Te Puke Football Club to form the United Club.  However, Papamoa 

did field a junior team in the 1924, 1925 and 1926 seasons.  Having formally re-established, they 

immediately produced a strong senior team with numerous victories recorded in their first season.  

Their club colours were blue and gold.
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The Papamoa Football Club had an important influence on Te Puke rugby.  Their players, over time, 

became assimilated back into the United Club, or later, the Old Boys or Pirates Clubs.  Their eventual return 

to Te Puke rugby reflected the strong ties that existed between the Papamoa and Te Puke communities.

A photograph of the 1931 Papamoa senior team is located between pages 223 & 224.

Four clubs participated in the Te Puke senior competition:

Seniors: United, Rangiuru, Pongakawa and Papamoa

Juniors: United and Rangiuru.

United defeated Rangiuru to win the competition.

Senior teams fielded in 1931 were:  United, Pongakawa, Rangiuru, Papamoa, Maketu and Huimai. 

During the latter part of the season both Pongakawa and Rangiuru withdrew their teams and the 

competition reduced to a contest between United, Papamoa, Maketu and Huimai (still in blue jerseys).

Papamoa won the senior competition.

In 1932 clubs fielding senior teams were United, Papamoa, Maketu and Huimai.  Pongakawa and 

Rangiuru again withdrew from the competition.  A meaningful junior competition included United, Rangiuru, 

Huimai and ‘Stars’.  Closer examination revealed that this team was in no way connected to the Star   

Te Puke Times
 1930
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Football Club of Tauranga but was a team predominantly made up of Papamoa and Te Puke 

players.

There was a rejuvenation of support for club rugby in 1933.  This was reflected in more detailed 

newspaper reports of club games and larger attendances at matches.  The senior competition 

involved United, Rangiuru Huimai and Papamoa.  During the season Huimai struggled with 

numbers and eventually withdrew from the competition.  To emphasise the strength of the Papamoa 

Club, having won the 1931 senior competition, they also won the 1933 competition.

By 1933 Rangiuru’s colours had changed from yellow and black to red and black hoops.

 

In the junior grade United, Rangiuru and Huimai participated along with ‘Stars’.

In 1934 the Te Puke Sub-Union called for four senior teams to enter the competition.  Consequently, 

at a well attended meeting held at Mr O. Webber’s bach at Pongakawa, chaired by Mr D.S.B. (Stan) 

Heather, the Pongakawa Club was reformed and a senior and junior team established. 

Te Puke Times
 May 1933
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The following were elected office holders, Patron: Innes Vercoe, President: Charlie Ball, Secretary: 

Roy McKenzie. It was decided that the club’s colours would be black jerseys and black socks with a 

white top.  An initial practice was organised and held at the Pongakawa fibre paddock.

Stan Heather went on to be Dominion President of the New Zealand Rugby Union.

 

Four senior and four junior teams contested the 1934 competition.  They were:

United, Papamoa, Pongakawa and Rangiuru.

1935 saw a return to the 1928 concept of a combined Te Puke, Tauranga competition.  A meeting 

of the two Sub-Unions was held at Tauranga in April to discuss “the best means of reviving interest 

in football during the coming season”.  It was agreed that the only method of doing this was to limit 

the senior teams in each town to three and for alternate matches to be played in the two townships.  

This would only necessitate each team travelling three times per ten weeks.

Each Sub-Union was requested to mutually agree on and nominate three teams.  Maketu delegates 

however stated that they were unable to enter into the competition unless arrangements were made 

to transport their players from Maketu and that one match be played at Maketu.  The Chairman of 

the meeting stated that the financial position absolutely debarred the Sub-Union from incurring any 

expenses as suggested by Maketu.  

Te Puke Times
4 May 1934

Te Puke Times
1935
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As the condition imposed by Maketu was impossible, it left United, Rangiuru and Papamoa as the 

Te Puke clubs.

Te Puke clubs: United, Rangiuru, Papamoa

Tauranga clubs: Matakana, Rangataua, Te Puna                                       

However, in May 1935 the Te Puke Times announced that notice had been given that the Papamoa 

and United Clubs had amalgamated.  The three teams to be included in the combined Tauranga - 

Te Puke competition would therefore be Papamoa/United, Maketu and Rangiuru.  It is clear that the 

amalgamation of Papamoa and United was a Te Puke Sub-Union promoted initiative to provide 

Maketu with an opportunity to participate.     

 

In 1936 it seems that everything that was initiated in 1935 was reversed.  The joint Tauranga - Te Puke 

competition ceased, the ‘amalgamation’ between United and Papamoa was abandoned and a 

new club, Pukehina, was formed following the Te Puke Sub-Union receiving an affiliation application. 

With the affiliation of the Pukehina Club, initially five senior teams made up the Te Puke competition 

being United, Papamoa, Pukehina, Maketu and Huimai.  Rangiuru failed to field a team. Huimai 

withdrew prior to the commencement of the competition owing to a number of their players accepting 

work on Government created afforestation schemes that provided employment at a time when work 

was scarce.

A Paengaroa junior team was formed with Innes Vercoe as Patron, Mr W. Steele President and

Roy McKenzie as Vice President and Club Captain. The jersey colour was black. 

Papamoa won the senior competition on points by way of an 8 all draw with United.

 

At the commencement of the 1937 season a vote was taken by the Sub-Union on a proposal to amalgamate 

the Te Puke Sub-Union with the Tauranga Sub-Union.  The motion failed on a show of hands.

Another important event occurred in March 1937 with the establishment of a new football club with 

Mr J.T. Eccleton Esq. as Patron and Mr George Sweetman Esq. as President.  Mr Eric Capon 

featured in several key roles including Club Captain and Coach.  This club was named Old Boys 

Rugby Club and referred to as ‘Old Boys’.  The club was established as a junior club playing 

matches against United, Paengaroa, Rangiuru and Papamoa.  The jersey colour was maroon.
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Senior teams participating in 1937 were United, Maketu, Pukehina, Paengaroa and Papamoa. 

In 1938 United, Maketu, Paengaroa and Papamoa formed the senior competition with the junior 

grade consisting of Paengaroa, Rangiuru, Old Boys and Papamoa.  Pukehina appears to have 

exited the senior competition and a Rotoehu (seemingly spelled Roto-ehu during this period) team 

was declined affiliation as the team did not have sufficient numbers.

Of special interest was the fact that United did not field a junior team for the first time since 1913 

excluding war years.  Clearly, United’s failure to field a junior team was a consequence of High 

School players affiliating with the Old Boys junior team. 

 

1939 heralded the outbreak of World War Two.  Rugby was not immediately impacted with senior 

teams consisting of United, Rangiuru (back after an absence in 1938), Papamoa, Paengaroa and a 

new participant, Rotoehu.

The junior grade included Rangiuru, Papamoa, Paengaroa, Maketu and Old Boys who had 

changed colours to maroon and white hoops.  Mr A.R. Valder superseded Geo. Sweetman Esq. as 

President of the Old Boys Club.

Mr A.E. (Archie) Spratt was elected President of the Sub-Union and commenced a seven year reign 

in that position.

Te Puke Times
1938

Te Puke Times
1939

Old Boys End of Season Function
- The Start of World War Two
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By 1940 World War Two was starting to seriously affect rugby across the country.  Te Puke club 

rugby virtually collapsed with only a resurrected Rovers senior team (Rovers last fielded a senior 

team in 1926) playing a competition with Paengaroa and Rotoehu.

Rovers defaulted during the season and in June the team was disbanded by the Sub-Union with their 

players being allocated to Rotoehu and Paengaroa.  Once Rovers recessed only Paengaroa and 

Rotoehu remained playing.

In 1940 significant numbers of players had enlisted for War duty or were called-up (balloted) for 

Territorial Army training.   United and Rangiuru would have been most affected initially as, in the 
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main, their players would not have been involved in essential industries and thus would have been 

expected to be available for War duties.  Regardless of this, large numbers of young men from the 

wider Te Puke district were to serve in the New Zealand armed forces.

In April 1941 the Te Puke Sub-Union decided at their Annual General Meeting “that because Te 

Puke had sent a large proportion of players overseas to War, and still more were to follow, they would 

disband until such time as the football clubs can field teams”.

Mssrs E.J. Joyce and E.R. Bartram were appointed Trustees for all Sub-Union affairs during the 

period of War.

 

In 1942 no rugby was played in Te Puke.  Huimai juniors however joined a Tauranga junior competition.

 

1943 witnessed the resurgence, albeit temporarily, of rugby activity.  A well attended open meeting 

in May convened by Mr J.P. (Parley) Ryan held at the Borough Council Chambers decided to ask the 

Sub-Union to come out of recess and “get on with the good old game.”  Mr Ryan commented that 

“it would have to take place sometime so why not now?”

Mr A.E. Spratt, then President of the Bay of Plenty Union and President of the Te Puke Sub-Union and 

the Paengaroa Club, stated that “rugby had commenced going into recess in 1939 and it remained 

to be seen if there were sufficient teams to make it worthwhile reforming the Sub-Union”.  

Te Puke Times
May 1940
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The outcome of the meeting was that four junior and three 3rd grade teams were established and at 

another meeting in early July, it was agreed to re-form the Te Puke Sub-Union.  To get things 

underway Mr Spratt offered goal-posts which Mr N.B. (Norrie) Williams offered to transport at no 

cost if someone else would volunteer to cut Mr Spratt’s trees down.

 

After three seasons of recess, junior grade rugby recommenced.  The secretary of the United Club, 

Mr J. Cosgrove immediately advertised a club practice for the Saturday following the open meeting.  

The draw for the first round of junior games was; United v Rangiuru (won by United 14 - 0) and Paengaroa 

v Huimai (won by Huimai 10 - 6).  Old Boys juniors did not appear as the club disintegrated during 

the initial War years and did not reform.

 

The greatest challenge of 1943 was the availability of rugby kit and equipment.  Only Huimai 

possessed playing gear having played the previous season. 

 

1944 saw a further resurgence of local rugby.  At a meeting of the United Club it was decided that 

a senior team would be fielded along with a junior and 3rd grade team.  The meeting raised 

concern about the availability of gear and equipment which was in very scarce supply and noted 

that “if anything, the availability of gear is worse than last year but it’s always surprising what odds 

and ends of equipment can ultimately be found.”  The lack of playing gear was a serious one with at 

least one game during the season being cancelled as a result.  This was a junior game between 

Rangiuru and Paengaroa on 6 May which was conceded by Rangiuru as they had “inadequate strip 

for the boys.”  

A Te Puke Times report noted “that the sport was being maintained under ‘War conditions’ and to 

keep it going in the right spirit a great many things will have to be considered which in normal times 

would not warrant discussion.”  The report noted that the United Club (President now Mr Parley Ryan) 

is most fortunate to have secured three footballs. The Te Puke Times further noted that in their first 

senior game of the season against Maketu, United won 4 - 3.

 

Seniors - United, Rangiuru, Huimai, Maketu

Juniors - United, Rangiuru, Paengaroa, Huimai
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Rugby’s recovery was however short-lived with War duties continuing to take precedence. The Sub- 

Union moved in May 1945 to cancel rugby at senior level; the reality being that a senior competition 

was never likely to take place.  Emphasis was placed on 3rd grade and junior games with the Te 

Puke High School accepted into the 3rd grade competition.

 

Juniors: United, Rangiuru, Pukehina, Paengaroa, Maketu.

In 1946, the first post War year, rugby bounced back with several teams in every grade.  The season 

saw the further emergence of High School participation with school teams in both the junior and 3rd 

grade competitions.  This situation led to the President of the United Club, Mr N.B. (Norrie) Williams 

to make the following comment at the club’s annual meeting…

 

“Incidentally, it is worth recording that all clubs gave High School the first call on players in the 3rd 

and junior grades and this means that High School is building a team that will be a credit to the 

district in inter-school games.  Footballers all realise that the gesture has made it more difficult to 

raise club teams but it is good to know the effort is proving worthwhile.”

Te Puke Times
5 May 1944
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Norrie Williams’ comments were, within a relatively short period of time, to become particularly 

relevant to the United Club.

 

A feature of the season was the joining of Pukehina and Paengaroa under the ‘Combined’ banner 

to form a strong team which won the senior competition. 

 

The Te Puke Times dated 24 May announced that the Te Puke Borough Council had decided that the 

new football and sports ground on Jubilee Park is to be called Jamieson Oval in memory of the late 

Mr Andrew (Andy) Jamieson who for many years was actively involved with the development of 

sport in Te Puke.  Andy was killed in Greece in 1941.  He resided on the corner of Commerce Lane 

and King Street which was later to become the United Pirates Rugby Football Club clubrooms.

 

Seniors: United, Combined (Pukehina & Paengaroa) Huimai, Maketu, Rangiuru

Juniors: United, High School, Paengaroa, Pukehina

 

1947 was to prove very significant for the United Club as a consequence of the formation of a new 

junior club.  The Te Puke High School 1st XV had completed a very successful 1946 season. The 

players wanted to remain together in junior grade club rugby.  Several were in the eighteen to 

nineteen age bracket and with popular Te Puke High School teacher and High School rugby coach 

Dudley Nisbet, they decided to form a club to be called Te Puke High School Old Boys (TPHSOB).  

The rugby fraternity referred to the club as ‘Old-Boys’.  This junior club was formed at a meeting 

held at the old Council Chambers which was located near the original Te Puke Times office.  The 

meeting was chaired by Mr Phil Basham with Norm Freeman present as a spokesman for the United 

Club.  Attending was long-term club member Ray Burt. Ray remembers the well attended meeting 

called to form the club and noted that the team was based primarily on High School and ex High 

School players and effectively cut off the supply of new blood to the United Club.  He recalls Norm 

Freeman attending what he described as a cordial meeting as a representative and protagonist for 

United.  Norm proposed that the new club amalgamate with United to form United High School Old 

Boys.  This was not accepted and a remit proposing the merging of Old Boys with United was 

defeated.  Another Old Boys player in attendance at the same meeting was Jack Mark of Te Matai 

Road.  Jack observed that Dudley Nisbet was the driving force behind the establishment of Old Boys 

and that those present were keen that the ex High School team be the backbone of the new club.  Ray 

Burt and Jack Mark were inaugural Old Boys team members.  
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By the commencement of the 1947 season it had became clear that most in the depleted United 

juniors team intended to join with Old Boys and at the 28 March Annual General Meeting of United 

it was acknowledged that “either Old Boys could have a team or United could have a team, but not 

both.”  It was becoming clear that Old Boys was a threat to the viability of the United junior grade but 

seemingly, little acrimony appears to have surfaced.  Jack Mark noted that Te Puke was then a small 

community and people got on well.

 

At United’s Annual General Meeting it was noted that the club “desired to remain as a self-contained 

entity rather than join up with any other club.”  However, in reality, United juniors were unable to 

maintain a competitive team during the season.

It is evident from records that a steady integration of United players and administrators into the Old 

Boys Club was taking place.  The club colours were red and black hoops.

Separately in 1947 at the Annual General Meeting of the Pukehina Club held at the Pukehina Hall on 

Wednesday 28 March 1947, President Mr Jack Pattie opened the meeting by mentioning that “at the 

beginning of 1946 we realised that we would not be able to field a senior team so we combined with   

Te Puke Times
1947
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Paengaroa.  The team won the senior competition and for the coming season (1947) I feel it would be 

a fatal mistake to pull away from Paengaroa. One strong team would improve the standard of 

football”. (abridged)

Mr Pattie succeeded in retaining support for the Combined team for the coming season.

 

The teams in the 1947 competition were:

Seniors: United, Combined (Pukehina & Paengaroa) Maketu, Rangiuru

Juniors: United, Old Boys, Paengaroa, Pukehina, Maketu, Rangiuru

 

The senior competition was won by Combined.

By the 1948 season the High School 3rd grade and the Old Boys junior teams had impacted the 

United Club to the extent that neither grade was able to be fielded.  This was a significant and serious 

situation for United with the comments by Norrie Williams at their Annual General Meeting in 1946 

proving valid and insightful.

United first fielded a junior team in 1913 and excluding the War years, every year until 1948 when 

Old Boys made it impossible to do so. 

 

In 1948 a team called Wairakei was formed at a meeting held at McDowell’s Hall with the elected 

President being Mr W. Clarke and Vice President Mr M. Kingi.  Other prominent names mentioned 

were Maxwell, Burnett and McMeekin.  This development was at about the same time that Huimai 

supporters met at Kahika and indicated that their club would ‘co-operate’ with Rangiuru this season.  

The two developments were no doubt linked.

 

Contrary to all indications, the Combined team was discontinued and Pukehina and Paengaroa 

again became competitors.  Pukehina won the senior Championship Cup with 88 points for and 14 

against.  Their line was crossed only twice and their one defeat came at the hands of Paengaroa.  

Old Boys juniors won seven of their eight games with Pukehina runners-up.

The 1948 teams were:

Seniors: United, Pukehina,  Paengaroa, Rangiuru

Juniors:  Old Boys, Paengaroa, Pukehina, Rangiuru



At the 1949 Annual General Meeting of the Old Boys Club, the President Mr Dudley Nisbet noted in his 

presentation that “we have survived two seasons as a junior club.  Our second year was the better of 

the two and now I consider that we are fairly launched and strong enough to grow successfully for 

many years”.  

 

The newspaper articles of the time reported a gradual assimilation of United players into Old Boys.  This 

merging included administrators such as United stalwart Norm Freeman who, amongst many others, 

had joined the new club.  Consequently, United weakened and as in the previous season, fielded a 

senior team only.

Seniors: United, Pukehina, Paengaroa, Rangiuru, Wairakei

Juniors:  Old Boys, Paengaroa, Pukehina, Rangiuru, Maketu
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The senior competition was again won by Pukehina and the juniors by Old Boys.  These were the 

best of times for the Pukehina Club, their senior team being very dominant.

 

In the period 1910 - 1949 the following United players were selected to play for the Bay of Plenty 

province whilst playing for the club.  Old Boys had not fielded a senior team within this period.

 

  

 

       1930 - 1931  Harold Archibald Dare

1933 - 1934  W.E. (Bully) Joyce

1934 - 1937  M.P.H. Davies

1935   Keith Dunlop

1935   J.N. Pile (United-Papamoa team)

1939   W.S. Nicholson

1944   Rowley Thomas Hope

1944 - 1947  T. (Tony) Jacobs

1947   Norman Douglas (Norm) Barrow

1947  Tony Te Awa Jacobs-Haimona

1948   Maurice Earl Denize

The Te Puke High School Old Boys Football Club 1947 - 1958

 1912   John Graham (Jack) Bennett

       1912   John James Douglas

       1919   William Stuart Mc Ewen

       1919 - 1920  Robert Petherbridge

 1920   Samuel Lewis Edwin (Lew) Torrens

 1922   Charles Henry William Montgomery

 1922  James (Jim) Courtney

 1922 - 1926 Charles Noel Vercoe (Noel) Boucher

 1926   Mathew (Matt) Cameron

 1929 - 1934  George Farmer

 1930   E.O. (Occy) Webber

 1930   John Henry Bennett
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The Years 1950 through 1964
 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Old Boys Club in March 1950 it was considered that the club 

should field a senior team that season.  It was stated “that last season United carried on with a 

depleted team and it seemed that the majority of the United players were now prepared to play for 

Old Boys”.  Several members of the United Club were present at the meeting and they were of the 

opinion that United and Old Boys could not each field senior teams and the view was put forward 

that the two clubs should combine with a transfer of United’s assets including a good bank balance 

and jerseys. Presumably the name suggested for a combined club would have been either United or 

more probably, United Old Boys.

 

On being put to the vote “that Old Boys retain its present name and there should not be any combining” 

the motion was carried.

Te Puke Times
24 March 1950
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As a consequence, for the first time in almost 40 years (excluding War years) the United Football 

Club of Te Puke failed to field any team.  Whilst Rangiuru was the oldest club in the district, United 

had arguably been the strongest club and most consistent rugby force by way of grade strength and 

on-field participation over the previous four decades.

 

There followed a period during which United members and players merged into the Old Boys Club 

as can be noted in the 1950 Annual General Meeting election of officers.

The demise of United, even if facilitated in an outwardly co-operative spirit between the two clubs, 

was a very significant milestone for Te Puke rugby.  Following the integration of United into Old Boys, 

stalwarts of the United Club continued to maintain a strong desire to retain the name United even 

though the club was effectively in recess and not actively fielding teams.  Later events will demonstrate 

how ardent their resolve to keep the name United actually was.

 

Fed by High School recruits, newcomers and strengthened by its growing status as ‘the town team’ 

combined with the assimilation of players from United, the Old Boys Club continued to grow and in 

1950 fielded a senior team of sufficient strength to win the senior competition by defeating Rangiuru 

in the final.  This win halted a four year run of championship wins by Combined (2) and Pukehina (2).  

Pukehina was runner-up ahead of Rangiuru based on points.

Seniors: Old Boys, Rangiuru, Paengaroa, Maketu, Papamoa

Juniors: Old Boys , Paengaroa, Pukehina, Maketu

Te Puke Times
1950
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1951 saw a similar competition, the only exception being the inclusion of a Forestry junior team. 
The senior competition was dominated by a powerful Paengaroa team led by Doug Hughes.  They 
won the competition by defeating Rangiuru.
 
This was the Paengaroa clubs 50th anniversary and in addition to winning the competition they won 
the Pile Cup which was awarded to the Premier club in the Bay of Plenty.
Old Boys won the junior championship.
 
Seniors: Old Boys, Paengaroa, Rangiuru, Maketu, Papamoa
Juniors: Old Boys, Maketu, Paengaroa, Pukehina, Forestry

During 1952 Old Boys continued to consolidate as a strong club.  Dudley Nisbet stood down as 
President after five years and was succeeded by Mr P.A.L. (Phil) Basham.

Old Boys player Peter Young was tragically killed in a motor vehicle
accident in July.  The Peter Young Memorial trophy is today presented
annually to the Colts most improved player with sound club spirit.
 
Rangiuru failed to field teams in any grade.  Pukehina continued to
demonstrate their strength as a club and won the senior competition
with some outstanding wins by solid margins.  They were only beaten
once, by Maketu 8 - 12.
 
Seniors: Old Boys, Paengaroa, Pukehina, Maketu, Papamoa
Juniors: Old Boys, Maketu, Paengaroa, Pukehina
 
The most discussed topic in 1953 was the apparent drop-off in club and team strength.  At a 
Sub-Union meeting in March the Paengaroa President suggested a zoning system whereby two 
teams would be registered on the eastern side of the Kaituna river and two on the western side.  An 
alternative suggestion made by Old Boys President Phil Basham was to limit the senior 
competition to four teams with the proviso that each club field teams in all grades.  He noted that 
there were more teams than players.  His suggestion was adopted and implemented, but with limited 
success.  Within a short period, the newspaper article on the following page appeared.

The season staggered on with Paengaroa seniors failing to make an appearance and the Maketu 
senior team defaulting by late July.

Peter Young
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In spite of the ‘four club’ strategy, clubs struggled to field teams through most grades and games 

were often played with insufficient numbers.  Defaults were common.  The club season was described 

at a Sub-Union meeting as being “somewhat lifeless, with a few exceptions”.

According to the Te Puke Times, the lack of players did not detract from some good games during 

the season with Sub-Union President Roy McKenzie blaming a series of circumstances for 

weakening the club season.  He noted that the Sub-Union had agreed to postpone games on Race 

Day 20 June  with 27 June being a Ranfurly Shield elimination weekend.  Games were postponed 

on 4 July on account of continual rain and the following weekend, 11 July, the Bay of Plenty v 

Waikato Ranfurly Shield game totally disrupted club fixtures.  Mr McKenzie stated that “it was 

impossible to get football re-started in Te Puke and from a really good start we had a very poor finish.”

Rangiuru again failed to field any team and from newspaper reports it would seem that several of 

their players had joined other clubs, in particular Papamoa and Pukehina.

Pukehina again won the senior competition.  Old Boys won the junior competition.

 

Seniors: Old Boys, Pukehina, Papamoa, Maketu (incomplete season)

Juniors: Old Boys, Maketu, Paengaroa, Pukehina, Papamoa

Only two clubs fielded senior teams at the commencement of the 1954 season.  They were Old Boys 

and Pukehina the latter having changed club colours to maroon.  Junior teams were clearly short of 

players with Papamoa juniors playing a game against Maketu with only ten players.

 

The Te Puke Times noted that in some ways the 1954 rugby season opened on a pessimistic note, this 

being due to some clubs being unable to field teams in certain grades.  Pukehina and Old Boys were 

the only competitive clubs.

Te Puke Times
27 March 1953
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Pukehina President Jack Pattie was a little more forthright in stating that “Paengaroa should not have 

promised to field a team when there was little chance of the promise being fulfilled.”

Therefore, 1954 was a season in which defaults were common with attempts made to have Maketu 

and Paengaroa combine.  All reports suggest that although at times this was endeavoured, no solid 

accommodation was reached between these two clubs.  Therefore the season limped on with all the 

problems of the previous season. Paengaroa consistently fielded a weak senior side which suffered 

heavy defeats throughout the season.

Papamoa withdrew from the senior competition and their players were allocated to existing clubs.  

Pukehina won the senior competition by defeating Old Boys 9 - 5.

 

Seniors: Old Boys, Pukehina, Papamoa (withdrew during season).  Maketu and Paengaroa may 

have attempted combined games.

Juniors: Old Boys, Pukehina Maketu, Paengaroa, Papamoa

 

To date, the two most critical events in the history of Te Puke Sports had been the creation of the 

United Club in 1910 and the eventual assimilation of United into Te Puke High School Old Boys in 

1950.  However, in 1955 another development of significance occurred with the creation of the Te 

Puke Pirates Rugby Football Club.  The club colour was scarlet with a prominent skull & cross-bone 

insignia on the left chest.  All club gear from flags to blazers was dominated by the club’s 

monogram.   When asked by the Sub-Union if their jersey colour would clash with Pukehina, Pirates 

new management responded by saying that “the colour would be distinctive and that in any case, 

mud would turn all colours black.”

Te Puke Times
22 April 1955

Pirates Team To Play In First
Competition Game April 1955
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The club elected Roy McKenzie as its Patron, Pat Hannay as President and Wally Godinagh as Vice 

President. 

A junior team named Pukehina-Pirates was established between the two clubs with only partial success.

 

Prior to his passing in 2012, and for the purposes of this record, Kevin Treloar documented events 

surrounding the creation of the Pirates Club.  He played in the Paengaroa senior team that went into 

recess in 1954 and participated in the establishment of the Pirates Club as a foundation senior 

player. Below is his unedited summary.

Paengaroa Senior Rugby Team 1945 - 1951

Probably one of the most successful Club Teams in Te Puke history, winning the 

knock-out competition and the Club Championships and the Pile Cup as the Top Club 

Team in the Bay of Plenty.

Roy McKenzie who played for the Bay of Plenty and was a North Island Representative 

and also the President of Te Puke and Bay of Plenty.  Eric Pinker, President of Te Puke 

and Bay of Plenty and later President of the New Zealand Rugby Union.  Doug Hughes 

started playing rugby at 25 and represented Bay of Plenty and was an All Black trialist.

Unfortunately at the end of the 1951 season most of the players retired leaving about 

4-5 players to carry on trying to field a team, as a last resort we’d raid the public bar 

at the Te Puke Hotel to make up the numbers.  This was a hopeless situation so we 

called a meeting and from memory, Ward Austin, John Taylor, Bob McKenzie, Kevin 

Treloar, Ollie Hansen and Ron Spratt decided to canvas Te Puke, Maketu and Paengaroa 

to form another rugby club.

With promising numbers we decided to call the club Pirates with the Easter Buccaneer 

Tournament being an attraction.  The first tournament was in Tokoroa and we were

runner up to Rotorua.
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The establishment of the Pirates Club meant that for the first time two clubs became located in the Te 

Puke township.  The Rovers Club may have previously been town based however even this remains 

somewhat unclear.  Membership of the Pirates team consisted mainly of the remnants of the 1954 

Paengaroa side with an added mixture of Te Puke, Maketu and Forestry players.     

 

Seniors: Old Boys, Pirates, Pukehina, Rangiuru

Juniors: Old Boys, Pukehina-Pirates, Rangiuru, Maketu

We needed senior administrators and approached two well known stock agents, Pat 

Hannay and Wally Godinagh who accepted.

The rest is history . . .

Buster Hodges, Ward Austin, Don Nicholas, Trevor Ross, Bill Knudsen, Kevin Treloar, Dick Falwasser, George McLaughlin
Barry Green, Huka Kameta, Michael Tapsell, Bob McKenzie, Noel Conn, Johnny Tapsell, Mohi Potaka
Absent: Ollie Hansen, Ron Spratt
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Rangiuru, last seen in club rugby in 1951 returned with a team in each grade.  Pukehina won the 

senior competition by defeating Pirates in the Te Puke final.

 

Upon his retirement as Sub-Union President following the 1955 season, Mr Roy McKenzie heaped 

praise on the Pukehina Club saying “the club always turns out on time and plays good, hard, clean 

football.”  He congratulated the new Pirates RFC on winning the Donovan Cup and described the 

junior competition as the worst he had ever seen in Te Puke as Old Boys was the only complete team 

throughout the season.  

 

Mr Eric Pinker was elected Chairman following Mr McKenzie’s retirement. 

 

Despite the reported weakness of club rugby in previous seasons, the 1956 season 

commenced with three strong clubs at senior level along with five junior teams including a High 

School team.  Two teams contested the 3rd grade division including a Maketu team that arrived to 

play unannounced and without a coach or manager.

 

Well after the commencement of the senior competition a Forestry team was established and joined 

the second round of games. This provided a four team competition. Prior to Forestry entering a team, 

games were often played against Edgecumbe and Kawerau to ensure that regular rugby was available.

 

Old Boys won the senior championship by way of a finals win over Pirates as well as winning the 

Te Puke knock-out competition.  Rangiuru won the junior and Maketu the 3rd grade competition.   

Pirates competed in the inaugural Buccaneer tournament at Tokoroa during Easter.

 

Seniors: Old Boys, Pirates, Pukehina, Forestry (part competition)

Juniors:  Old Boys, Pirates, Pukehina, Rangiuru, Te Puke High School

Te Puke Times
17 July 1956
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The 1957 season brought with it some intriguing developments.  The greatest issue leading into the 

season was the topic of the acceptance of only two senior teams to play in a Tauranga competition 

under the administrative control of the Tauranga Sub-Union.   Most club delegates to the Te Puke 

Sub-Union supported the concept.  Because Tauranga stipulated that only two Te Puke teams were 

to participate, some spirited discussion took place as to which two teams.  At a meeting of the Te Puke 

Sub-Union on Wednesday 3 April the following question was posed:  “Which two teams?
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It was stated that Old Boys can be classed as a very sound club and Pirates are an off-shoot of a 50 

year old club, namely Paengaroa.”  Upon being put to a vote, Old Boys and Pirates were successful 

in being elected to play in the Tauranga competition.  The vote was not unanimous with the Rangiuru 

Club pleading their cause vociferously but without success.

 

Further controversy emerged when all the male staff of the Te Puke High School attended the same 

meeting to lend support to the Principal Mr A.L. Litt who said that “it was universally accepted that 

post-primary schools had first call on school boys and that school teams were more important to the 

good of rugby than clubs as it was from schools that future footballers would be found.”  He continued 

by saying that the boys had been told at school what was expected of them and it had been made 

clear that lads not loyal to the school teams could not be considered for inter-school representative 

honours as it would not be fair to the regular school players.  The reaction to Mr Litt’s comments was 

mixed and the immediate effect was the forced withdrawal of the Maketu 3rd grade team.

 

Surprises continued when the Pukehina Club advised the Sub-Union that it intended to field a junior 

team only and Rangiuru informed that a number of its former players intended to return to the club 

for the season and that they would have a senior grade.  Mr Pat Hiini lobbied strongly to have Rangiuru 

included in the Tauranga senior competition and put out a challenge to both Old Boys and Pirates 

to play an elimination round of matches to decide which were the best two teams for inclusion. 

However, led by the Sub-Union Chairman and supported by Messrs Freeman, Hannay and 

Godinagh, the Rangiuru Club’s proposition was rejected with both Old Boys and Pirates stating that 

their clubs would be glad to accommodate any Rangiuru players as members.  Thus, Old Boys and 

Pirates commenced as participants in the Tauranga competition, their first games being against 

Tauranga Old Boys and Mt Maunganui respectively. Under the circumstances, Rangiuru did not 

field a senior team.

 

Features of the season were the outstanding form of the Rangiuru junior team, the presence of a 

number of ex-Pukehina seniors in the Pirates team and the elevation of Pirates to Division 1 for the 

2nd round of the competition.  Old Boys defeated Pirates in the local knock-out competition.

 

Seniors: Old Boys, Pirates, Cadets, Tauranga Old Boys, Mt Maunganui, Rangataua, Rangataua 

East, Judea, Te Puna

Juniors:  Old Boys, Pirates, Pukehina, Rangiuru, Tauranga Old Boys
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The event of most interest in 1958 was the celebration of the Te Puke Sub-Union’s Golden Jubilee 

which marked 50 years of Te Puke rugby history which commenced upon the formation of the

Te Puke Rugby Union in 1908.  The celebrations were an enormous success with 350 players, ex

players and officials attending.  At the celebration dinner at the War Memorial Hall key speakers 

included one of the oldest rugby identities Mr Ta Tapsell of Maketu.  He singled out Monty 

(Adolphus) Montgomery as the person who kept rugby strong in the very early days and commented 

“that’s why we’re here tonight”. Other keynote speakers at the dinner included Jack Bennett, Parly 

Ryan, Noel Boucher, Ernie Butcher, Harold Dare, Roly Taylor, Sub-Union President Eric Pinker, 

W.E. Hookey, Stan Heather newly appointed President of the New Zealand Rugby Union and 

E.H. Raymond, Mayor of Te Puke.  

Te Puke Times
15 April 1958

Te Puke Times
April 1958
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Te Puke Times
25 March 1958

Te Puke Times
4 June 1958

Club rugby commenced with Old Boys and Pirates along with all junior teams back in the Tauranga 

competition.  Rangiuru again fielded a junior team only.

 

Mr Stan Webb emerged as the second recognised champion of Te Puke schoolboy rugby following 

Selwyn Taylor.

 

At the Old Boys Annual General Meeting 25 March the President of Old Boys paid tribute to club 

member Norm Freeman as recorded in the article below left.

Pirates seniors had a very erratic season with one default.  They were relegated to Division B  

however won their relegation match and returned to Division A by beating Matakana.

The Paengaroa Club which went into recess in 1954 was reformed.  Roy McKenzie was elected  

Patron.

Seniors: Old Boys, Pirates, Cadets, Tauranga Old Boys, Mt Maunganui, Rangataua, Rangataua 

East, Matakana, Judea, Te Puna

Juniors:  Old Boys, Pirates, Rangiuru, Tauranga College, Cadets, Tauranga Old Boys, Rangataua 
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The 1959 season opened with a change to the name of the Te Puke High School Old Boys Club.  The 

club was re-named United Old Boys Rugby Football Club, the name United being reinstated 

following an absence of eight years.  The change was likely driven by the need to differentiate from 

Tauranga Old Boys and undoubtedly promoted strongly by the ex-United Club members who by 

1959 were prominent in the administration of the Old Boys Club.  The wheel had turned and 

stalwarts from the United Club which recessed in 1950 held sway and the name United was revived. 

Once the club’s name was changed it was thereafter commonly referred to as United.  To add to the 

name change, within two seasons the club colours reverted from black and red hoops to black and 

white hoops; the United Club’s colours from 1919 onward.

 

United established clubrooms at the railway end on the eastern-most corner of Jamieson Oval.  

Prior to this, and before changing rooms were established at Jamieson Oval, the club, (including 

Old Boys) utilised Arthur Beckett’s joinery business on the corner of Jocelyn and Queen Street as a 

Te Puke Times
May 1958

The Pirates RFC 1955 - 1964
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changing-room.  Players were required to walk across the main street to play on Jamieson Oval.

 

Pirates changed their club colours from scarlet to black jerseys, black shorts and black socks with 

white tops.

 

At the March Annual General Meeting of the Pirates RFC it was stated that it was with great regret 

that club members learned of the passing of Bryan Collier in a vehicle accident.  He was a past 

captain of the junior team and a very popular member of the club both on and off the field.  The 

Bryan Collier trophy is today a key club memorial trophy presented for Most Improved Junior Colts 

Player.

 

The Pukehina Club was brought out of recess by an enthusiastic group from the district.  It was 

decided to form a 4th grade team and if possible a 5th and 6th grade.  A full ‘social’ calendar was 

planned for the season.  They confirmed their club colours as maroon jerseys, white shorts and 

maroon socks.

 

Rangiuru returned as a fully participating club, their senior team having been accepted into the 

Tauranga competition. 

 

All Te Puke clubs competed strongly and results suggest that Te Puke rugby had stepped up considerably 

in competitiveness.  

 

Seniors: United, Pirates, Rangiuru, Cadets, Tauranga Old Boys, Mt Maunganui, Rangataua, Rangataua 

East, Matakana, Te Puna

Juniors:  United, Pirates, Rangiuru, Cadets A, Cadets B, Tauranga Old Boys, Rangataua, Rangataua 

East, Te Puna

1960 commenced with an expansion of lower-grade teams with most clubs having teams between 

8th and 5th grades.  The number of younger rugby players had considerably increased.

 

The debate as to participation in the Tauranga competition continued with much intensity during the 

preseason period with Rangiuru’s delegate Frank Latimer to the fore.  At the March Sub-Union 

meeting he tabled a motion which stated that:

“Teams in the Te Puke competition should not play in the Tauranga competition.”
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United Old Boys JMB Teams - 1961
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He reinforced his motion with six points which were pitched toward promoting the Rangiuru Club but 

nevertheless were considered valid and reasonable by most delegates.  Events however overtook the 

situation when, at the Tauranga Sub-Union meeting on 23 March, it was decided that Te Puke teams 

would not be playing in their competition unless the Te Puke Sub-Union was to amalgamate with Tauranga.

 

This option was not acceptable to Te Puke and any likelihood of a combined competition was quickly 

dashed.  The Te Puke Sub-Union President Mr Eric Pinker commented that “Tauranga football will 

now likely suffer from boredom”.

 

Pirates’ new clubrooms were opened at the railway end of Jamieson Oval on the opposite corner to 

United. The occasion was celebrated with a speech by their Patron Roy McKenzie with newly 

selected All Black Eric Anderson as special guest.  Anderson was an ex Old Boys player currently 

playing for Rotorua Old Boys.  His father Hugh Anderson was a Vice President of the Old Boys Club.  

Eric had recently been selected for the 1960 All Black tour of South Africa.

A three team senior and junior Te Puke competition commenced with United, Pirates and Rangiuru 

participating. 

1961 emerged as a season of significant change.  The partially active Pukehina and Paengaroa 

clubs entered amalgamation discussions made all the more interesting with the Paengaroa Domain 

Board developing another playing field at Paengaroa.  After both organisations had held meetings 

and following considerable debate it was concluded that both long-standing clubs would dissolve.  

On Tuesday 4 April  the Eastern Districts Rugby Club was inaugurated at a meeting in the Paengaroa 

hall.  The new club announced its intention to enter teams in the lower grades.  An objective was to 

enter a junior team.  Mr D.N. Cook was elected President with J. Pattie Jnr as Vice-President.  The 

club colour chosen was red and white hoops.  This step to amalgamate meant the dissolution of two 

of the oldest clubs in the district.

Mr S.H. (Stan) Webb was elected President of the Sub-Union on the occasion of the retirement of Eric 

Pinker who went on to higher representative levels including Chairman of the Bay of Plenty and New 

Zealand Rugby Unions.
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Tauranga again decided that their Sub-Union would not play a competition with Te Puke unless 

there was an amalgamation of the two Sub-Unions.  They passed a remit to this extent which was 

responded to by Stan Webb who stated “we are not going to Tauranga in our weakness but in the 

interest of better football both for Tauranga and ourselves.  We will just have to find other ways of 

raising the standard now”. 
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Pat Hannay retired as President of the Pirates Club having held that post for the first six years of the 

club’s history.  Mr W.J. (Bill) Ross was elected President.

 

The season again included United, Pirates and Rangiuru with each having a junior grade and lower 

grades.  Eastern Districts and High School also fielded junior teams. United won both the senior and 

junior championships and the senior knock-out competition.

 

Seniors: United, Pirates, Rangiuru

Juniors: United, Pirates, Rangiuru, Eastern Districts (Te Puke High School 1st round only)

 

1962 was the season that brought forth the ’Rotorua Question’. The Sub-Union’s distrust of 

Tauranga was obvious and Te Puke was in no mood to progress discussions with them.  Therefore, 

to provide a better competition platform an approach was made to the Rotorua Union.  Their 

reaction was described as being ’sympathetic and helpful’.  Preliminary discussions surrounded the 

inclusion of seniors, juniors and 3rd grade teams.  

 

Initially the Te Puke Sub-Union suggested a series of elimination games to decide which teams would 

join the Rotorua competition however United reacted against this by stating: “The United Club had 

been the premier team last season and for many seasons prior and it was poor thinking to submit the 

club to shock treatment at an early stage of the season.  It was not a question of not wanting to play 

elimination games but the fact was that the Sub-Union should have taken into account that United 

was a soundly administered and long-standing club which in the past had fought through difficult 

times never failing to field a team”.

In March an agreement was reached with Rotorua and a new competition format was structured.  

Bill Ross, President of the Pirates RFC was the key negotiator with Rotorua and insisted on all three 

Te Puke clubs participating.  He commented that it had given him a great deal of pleasure to experience 

the enthusiasm of Rotorua and that “it was good to know that we (Te Puke) are wanted somewhere!”  

Te Puke remained participants in the Rotorua competition through to 1967.

 

Norm Freeman was elected President of the Sub-Union following the retirement of Stan Webb.
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The senior and junior competitions consisted of the following teams.

The 1963 season commenced with Phil Basham, President of the Old Boys Club for seven years and 

the United Club for four years being elected the first Life Member of the United Club.  He 

consequently has the honour of being the first ever Life Member of any foundation club of Te Puke 

Sports.  At the same Annual General Meeting Phil Basham stepped down as President and Alastair 

Simpson was elected to the position.

 

On 5 April 1963 Philip Arthur Leslie Basham passed away following a period of ill-health.  He left 

behind him an unsurpassed legacy of service to the Old Boys and United Clubs and was President 

from 1952 - 62.  Mrs R.E. Basham donated a cup in honour of her late husband to be awarded for 

club sportsmanship and team spirit.

The first recipient of the cup was Bruce Wills of the United Old Boys senior team.

 

Both United and Pirates at their respective Annual General Meetings supported the continuation of 

participation in the Rotorua competition.  Frank Dowse was elected President of the Pirates RFC.

Te Puke Times
12 June 1962

United Old Boys Football Club 1959 - 1964



Waikite won the senior competition.  United finished in the top six and won the Te Puke Championship.  
They won the Pile Cup but lost this trophy to the next challenger.  United juniors finished third in their 
competition winning both the Te Puke Championship and the Te Puke knock-out competition.

Pirates senior lock forward Bob Hood was tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident.  The Bob 
Hood shield is competed for annually in the married v singles end of season match.

In 1964 three senior Te Puke sides entered the competition being United, Pirates and Rangiuru with 
Pirates, United, Eastern Districts and High School fielding junior teams.  Te Puke again played in the 
Rotorua competition.  The Ngongotaha Club was established in Rotorua bringing the number of 
teams in the senior grade to eleven.  Waikite won the senior competition with United sharing second 
position with Rotorua Old Boys.

1964 was to be the last season in which United and Pirates existed as individual clubs.  It was the year 
in which the United Pirates RFC was established through the amalgamation of the Te Puke Pirates 
Rugby Football Club and United Old Boys Rugby Football Club.  This was a defining point in the 
history of our club and effectively consolidated decades of development, initiative and perseverance 
together under a single town based club.  The very fibre of United Pirates was woven from its founding 
clubs into a new entity which could be described as a manifestation of it’s seed club, the United Club 
of Te Puke formed in 1910.

In the period 1950 - 1964 inclusive, the following Old Boys, United Old Boys or Pirates players were 
selected to play for the Bay of Plenty province whilst playing for one of the foundation clubs.

   Jim Butler  1954

   T.H. (Trevor) Ross  1954 - 1956

   R. R. (Roly) Taylor  1955

   P.D. (David) Basham   1955 - 1956

   T.H. (Tui) Tibble  1956

   Blair Manners  1958 - 1960

   J. D. (Jim) Allan  1960

   G.R. (Graeme) Morris 1961

   A.P. (Arthur) Jennings 1962 - 1963

   B.R. (Brian) Donovan  1963

   Q.T. (Quentin) Tapsell  1964

Pirates RFC prize giving, from left: Ernie Mollier, Bryan Collier,  guest All Black
Bill Gray, Bob Hood & Buster Hodges.  Two of these Pirates players were fatally
injured in vehicle accidents. Bryan Collier in 1959 and Bob Hood in 1963.
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United Pirates Rugby Football Club - The years 1964 - 1992
 

The pathway to amalgamation was not always a smooth one and on occasions only the perseverance 

of key members of both clubs brought about what the Te Puke Times rugby editor called “a vitally 

necessary step if the game is to flourish”.

 

In the lead-up to amalgamation, talks had been held both formally and informally through 1963 and 

into 1964.  Each club held two Special General Meetings and in spite of these, a virtual stalemate 

resulted.  Regardless, senior personnel from both clubs were convinced that amalgamation was in 

the best interest of each club.  They began private negotiations following the formal meetings and 

their determination and vision was ultimately rewarded when agreement in principle was reached 

late in August 1964.

 

Te Puke Times
14 August 1964
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Te Puke Times
August 1964

Te Puke Times
4 September 1964
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Although the name United Pirates was considered a little cumbersome, it was necessary as both 

clubs had commitments to existing tournaments being the Pirates Buccaneer competition and the 

annual Old Boys Quadrangular competition.  

 

The new club elected United’s President Alastair Simpson as its inaugural President, Frank Dowse 

Pirates President as Vice-President with long-standing United Secretary Norm Crane elected to that 

position.  B. Robertson (Pirates) was appointed Treasurer.  Mr A.J. Collins was elected Patron extending 

his tenure in that position to a minimum of 12 years having been Patron of United from 1944 - 49 and 

United Old Boys from 1959 - 64.  These are known dates of his tenure and do not take into account 

the unclear legal status of the original United Club once recessed.

Te Puke Times
14 August 1964

President of the new combined club,
Mr Alastair Simpson. 
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The full and original version of the Inaugural Minutes of United Pirates held on 1 October 1964 is 

located on page 2 of the Appendix.

 

By 14 October a sub-committee including Danny Bennett, Don Wills, David Basham and Rex Woods 

had recommended the sale of the Pirates’ clubrooms.  The building was sold by tender for £450.00.

 

Continued participation in the Pirates Buccaneer Cup Easter Tournament was confirmed and this 

annual event was keenly anticipated.  The tournament was both a contest of North Island, Tokoroa 

to Kaitaia, Pirates clubs’ supremacy and a test of social stamina. An unofficial sub-committee was 

dedicated to organising annual travel and accommodation.

Pirates Buccaneer Tournament 1964 - Winners of the Black and White Shield
Back: L. Browne (Manager), T. Tibble, G. Sigley, C. McNaughton, B. Gear, E. Bragg, J. McGregor, F. Dowse (President)
Middle: N. Adlam, D. Kameta, R. Wood (Captain), W. Weatley, M. Lally
Front: R. Skiffington, H. Petersen, P. Ngaki, T. Gourlay, R. Kemp
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In a press release late 1964, President Alastair Simpson noted that for the following season...

The first senior game played as a United Pirates team was on Saturday 3 October against an open 

3rd grade team from the Waitemata Club.  The game was won by United Pirates 21 - 12.

In 1965 a committee meeting was held on 13 January.  The key topic on the agenda was club 

colours.  Three options were proposed:  blue and black hoops, green and white hoops, or gold.

 

After much discussion, a show of hands was taken and gold jerseys were accepted with shorts to be 

Te Puke Times
14 August 1964



68

black and socks to be black with gold tops.  For the first season it was decided to use up existing 

jerseys of both previous clubs.  The seniors played in United’s colours, black and white hoops; the 

juniors in Pirates black.

 

The playing season commenced with United Pirates being host to the Annual Easter Pirates Buccaneer 

Tournament. This was a major undertaking with teams from Rotorua, Gisborne, Tokoroa, Taihape 

and Kaitaia participating.  Fittingly, the new Te Puke club won the Buccaneer Trophy.

Te Puke Times
April 1965

Buccaneer Cup
Tournament
Souvenir Programme
April 1965
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The season progressed with the club entering the Rotorua competition as a new participant. The 

senior team performed strongly and developed into a very respectable unit with several notable 

wins.  Ngongotaha took out the competition with United Pirates in third position. 

A concerning aspect of the season was the manoeuvring by the Rotorua Sub-Union to have the 

two Te Puke senior teams, United Pirates and Rangiuru excluded from participating in the top 6 

play-offs for the championship.  Te Puke Sub-Union President Norm Freeman made Te Puke’s 

discontent clear and fought strenuously against the concept. In effect, the Rotorua decision meant that 

the Te Puke teams could not contest for the 2nd round championship trophy and could only win the 

Te Puke Times
April 1965
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senior subsidiary round or B grade competition.  This meant that the Premier Division could only be 

won by a Rotorua team.  Rangiuru won the Senior Subsidiary Trophy.  The team went on to challenge 

for the Pile Cup but was beaten 17 - 6 by Tauranga Cadets.

Te Puke Times
1965

Rotorua Daily Post
1965

RUGBY
SCOREBOARD
Points Table in July
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In it’s first playing season the club won all but one contestable trophy and at the end of the season 

the silver cupboard at United Pirates displayed the Hancock, McEwen and Drabble Cups and the 

James Collins Shield for winning the junior championship.

For several years following the clubs formation, the senior team’s performance fluctuated 

considerably.  Often in the top 6 of the Rotorua competition, the team at times lingered in the B grade 

Division.  Invariably they beat top teams and often fell to lesser teams.  They regularly won the Te Puke 

Championship and knock-out competitions but failed to win in any wider competition for several years.

 

The winner of the Te Puke Championship competition was decided based on highest points 

achieved in the first round of the Rotorua competition.  The knock-out competition being a three way 

contest of Te Puke senior teams.

Te Puke Times
April 1965
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The Rotorua competition for most of the ensuing years consisted of the following teams.                                    

                                   

    Seniors  Juniors

    United Pirates United Pirates

    Rotoiti  Eastern Districts

    Rangiuru  Rangiuru

    Rotorua Old Boys Rotorua Old Boys

    St Michaels  St Michaels

    Waikite A and B Waikite

    Whaka A and B Whaka                        

    Ngongotaha Ngongotaha

    Rotorua Pirates Kahakura

    Kahakura  Rotoiti

       Rotorua High School

   (regularly played in the junior
   competition)

 

The United clubrooms on Jamieson Oval were utilised for the 1965 season prior to their sale and removal.  

However, throughout 1965 the committee had their sights set on establishing new clubrooms with 

Jamieson Oval being their preferred location.  A formal request to the Borough Council was unsuccessful 

on the basis “that the facilities could be provided for in a grandstand building”.  Such an option was 

not the club’s objective.

The Minute Books and other records of both United Old Boys and Pirates RFC were deposited for 

safe keeping at the National Bank.

Te Puke Times
1965

The United Pirates Football Club 1964 - 1992
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1966 Tokoroa won the Buccaneer Cup at Tokoroa.  Both senior and junior teams won the local 

championship and knock-out competitions and both finished in the top 6 of the Rotorua competition. 

The senior team won games against strong opponents and lost games that they were expected to win.

 

At the 1966 Annual General Meeting, Alastair Simpson noted that work had been done on the 

building initiative but to date, little had been achieved despite the approach to the Borough Council 

for a plot of land on Jamieson Oval.

   The first recorded fund raising

   initiative commenced with the

   introduction of the ‘100 Club’,

   a weekly raffle of participants

   with a monster draw at season’s

   end.  The ‘100 Club’ ran for a

   period of 16 years, profits going

   back to club development.

 

Te Puke Times
1966

Te Puke Times
22 July 1966

The ‘100 Club’
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1967 United Pirates won the Easter Buccaneer tournament played at Gisborne.

They won the Ingham Cup which was awarded for winning the 1st round of the Rotorua Premier B 

grade competition. 

 

1967 proved a significant year for rival Te Puke club Eastern Districts, their junior team having won 

the Rotorua and Te Puke Championship and the McIntosh Shield.

 

By 1967 the Borough Council’s final decision to decline the club’s request to purchase a site on 

Jamieson Oval had provided sufficient motivation to seek a home base outside the ground.  At a 

Special General Meeting of all members on 2 August, club President Alastair Simpson outlined the 

committee’s decision to recommend the purchase of the Jamieson home and section on the corner 

of Commerce Lane and King Street for the sum of $8,600.00 to provide new and improved facilities for the 

members.  Secretary Norm Crane detailed the financial arrangements of the purchase being 

$4,000.00 from club funds, $3,000.00 from the National Bank on 1st mortgage and $1,600.00 on 

2nd mortgage through the club’s solicitors.

 

The King Street property was purchased and consisted of a large wooden house on 4/5’s of an acre.   

The United clubrooms at Jamieson Oval were sold.

In the background, the Simpson family, primarily through Mr Simpson Senior, provided financial 

assistance which enabled the purchase to be concluded.  This gesture allowed the club to establish 

headquarters and move into a new era.  The Simpsons preferred not to have their financial support 

placed on record and generally avoided publicity surrounding the matter.

 

At the following committee meeting on 9 August it was decided to carry out structural alterations to 

the house to allow for a main room of 800 sq ft.  A working bee was called for 15 August and the 

Jamieson home commenced to be turned into a large open space clubroom.  Comment was made 

that Andy Jamieson would have fully approved. The official opening of the clubrooms was held on 

23 September 1967, with the Mayor Mr E.H. Raymond performing the ceremony.

Throughout the period from amalgamation to 1967 the club benefited from exceptionally strong, 

positive and stable management.  The one-time competitor clubs had totally left behind their 

previous rivalry and in a very short space of time melded into a strong and successful club.  This led 
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Alastair Simpson at the 1967 Annual General Meeting to pay tribute to “the band of loyal workers 

with which the club is blessed”.  He stated that the club was financially sound and teams had 

acquitted themselves well and were a credit to the club. 

 

The Junior Management Board (JMB) section of the club was, by 1967, developing rapidly.   

Te Puke Times
September 1967

Te Puke Times
16 June 1967
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At the commencement of the 1968 season the topic of which competition to participate in again 

arose.  This time the debate was intense and vigorous.  In October 1967 the club had decided after 

much discussion to formalise a motion presented by Brian Donovan and Peter McLoughlin “that the 

club requests the Sub-Union to open negotiations with the Tauranga Sub-Union with the view to have 

all Te Puke teams playing in their competition”.

Alastair Simpson took the club’s pro-Tauranga position to a Sub-Union meeting attended by 

Rotorua Sub-Union President Matt Wilson.  Forthright discussion ensued with Eastern Districts’ Reg 

Donald strongly favouring continuation with Rotorua and Leith Pattie asking the question “can 

Eastern Districts remain affiliated with Rotorua?”  Rangiuru’s Frank Latimer declared that “we will go 

where our players tell us to go”.
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When a remit was put to the meeting by Alastair Simpson “that Te Puke Sub-Union join with Tauranga” 

the switch to Tauranga was carried by 70 votes to 51.

Eric Pinker noted early in the meeting that Te Puke must be the only place in New Zealand where 

such an outmoded system of voting on Union procedure is accepted; floor voting having the ability 

to over-ride the executive’s position.

The Buccaneer tournament was played at Rotorua with the Cup being won by Tokoroa.

The senior team, now playing in the combined Tauranga - Te Puke competition, failed to reach any 

great heights finishing in sixth position behind Mt Maunganui, Old Boys, Rangataua, Cadets and 

Katikati. Alastair Simpson described 1968 as ‘satisfactory’ for the senior team which perhaps 

flattered the clubs on-field performance.

The David Simpson Cup was donated by brothers David and Alastair Simpson on the occasion of 

David’s move to Australia.  David had played for United and Mt Maunganui.  The trophy is 

contested annually by both clubs.

Committee member Noel McLeod was elected President of the Te Puke Sub-Union.

Te Puke Times
15 March 1968
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1969 The season got underway with the Buccaneer tournament at Kaitaia which was won by United 

Pirates.  The Te Puke Times rugby correspondent noted that the team played by far the most 

constructive football and won their matches in convincing style. 

Club games commenced with Te Puke being part of a combined Tauranga - Te Puke competition. 

 

The senior team continued the strong form shown at Kaitaia.  By mid May the team was unbeaten 

and by late May were joint leaders along with Cadets and Katikati; each team having won five of 

their seven games.  As the season progressed critical losses to Old Boys, Katikati and the ‘up-and

coming’ Greerton side saw the team finish sixth on the ladder which perhaps underrated the many

excellent wins that were achieved over more highly rated sides.  The team won the Te Puke

Championship.  

 

Cadets won the combined competition.  Eastern Districts fielded its first senior team and won the

Te Puke knock-out final against United Pirates who had previously won the Te Puke Championship. 

Te Puke Times
1969
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Te Puke Times
1969

United Pirates Elects
O�cers For 1969 Season
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On 18 May long term club administrator and committee member of the original Pirates Football 

Club Mr Noel McLeod passed away whilst in his second term as President of the Te Puke Rugby 

Sub-Union.  Noel was involved in pre-amalgamation negotiations and chaired the inaugural meeting 

of the United Pirates Rugby Football Club.  At the commencement of the club committee meeting of 

21 May, a minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect.

 

Old Boys, United Old Boys and United Pirates player and administrator Roly Taylor was elected 

unopposed as President of the Sub-Union replacing Noel McLeod.

 

During June, United Pirates Patron Mr A.J. Collins was awarded Life Membership of the Te Puke 

Sub-Union.  In accepting the award he quipped:  “if football were a religion I would be a saint”.

1970 The Buccaneer tournament played at Taihape was won and retained by United Pirates.

 

The senior team won the local championship and Te Puke knock-out tournament but again failed to 

perform above mid-stream in the combined Tauranga - Te Puke competition.  Rangataua A won the 

competition in the final against Greerton.

 

Following on-going committee discussions on the cost of repairs and improvements to the existing 

clubrooms, Howard Joyce was requested to present plans for new premises.

 

On 14 October the committee resolved that ‘the present mortgage to Mr Simpson Snr. be repaid and 

endeavours made immediately to raise sufficient finance to commence a building programme’.

 

The hosting of the 1971 Buccaneer tournament was a factor in motivating members to improve the 

club facilities.

 

The project commenced with Howard Joyce preparing plans for a 2000 square foot building.  On 

18 November a Special Committee Meeting approved the submitted cost of approximately $10,000. 

 

At a Special General Meeting on 8 December members ratified the committees decision.  Howard 

Joyce had managed to reduce the development to cost $9,000.00 through negotiation with suppliers 

and commitment and support of club members involved in the building trade.
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Bay of Plenty Times
13 June 1970

United Pirates RFC Tie
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1971 The Buccaneer tournament returned to Te Puke.  United Pirates had won the trophy four times 

in the fifteen year history of the Cup.  (1965, 1967, 1969, 1970.)   

 

United Pirates retained the Cup by defeating Tokoroa 3 - 0 in the final.

 

A highlight of the Easter weekend event was the occasion of the first ever floodlit rugby match in the 

Bay of Plenty, played on Jamieson Oval between United Pirates and Taihape Pirates resulting in a 

win for United Pirates 8 - 3.  Prominent Te Puke Times sports reporter Ted Sutherland noted that in 

spite of cold wintery conditions and a drizzle heavy enough to make the ball difficult to hold, both 

teams turned on a first rate display with sure handling, fast clever running, solid driving and splendid 

tackling.

 

The new clubrooms were hastily completed for the tournament due to the effort of a group of members 

involved in the building trade.  The club now owned a modern, spacious and functional facility on its 

King Street site.

 

The senior team did not retain the form shown at the Buccaneer tournament.  The Bay of Plenty 

Times rugby correspondent put it this way.  “Pirates are a capable combination.  They have enjoyed 

a couple of wins and are getting better.” 

 

Bay of Plenty Times
May 1971

Howard Joyce

New clubrooms were constructed
as a result of the dedication of
Howard and his team of builders.
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Alastair Simpson noted that, although the senior team had not maintained the promise shown in early 

games, welding young players into the team was positive for the future.    

 

Greerton won the combined Tauranga - Te Puke Senior A competition.

1972 was an inauspicious playing season.  The Buccaneer Cup played at Tokoroa was lost by 9 - 7 in 

a finals defeat to the host team in April.

 

The senior team was relegated out of Division 1 by late June and remained in Division 2 for the balance 

of the season.  They finished poorly on the Division 2 table as noted below.

The senior team was described by The Bay of Plenty Times rugby correspondent as ‘uninspired’.

The juniors had a good season finishing second in their competition.

Bay of Plenty Times
24 July 1972

Bay of Plenty Times
 1972



In 1973 United Pirates won the Buccaneer Cup by beating Tokoroa in the final at Gisborne.

 

The senior team displayed some of the form so much expected of them finishing unbeaten with a

16 - 8 victory over Judea to win the Senior Reserve competition.

 

The team recorded seven wins from seven matches amassing 153 points with 24 against.  They won 

the Te Puke Championship defeating Rangiuru 14 - 10. 

Greerton won the 1973 combined Tauranga - Te Puke competition with a decisive win over Old Boys 

by 13 - 3.

 

The junior team did not continue their promise of 1972 and struggled for numbers throughout the season.

 

At the completion of the 1973 season Alastair Simpson retired as President of the club and at the 

Annual General Meeting on 18 October 1973,  Brian Stapleton was elected President.  Alastair Simpson 

had served the club as President (United O.B.’s and United Pirates) from 1963 - 1973; a reign of 

84

Te Puke Times
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eleven years in the position.  During this period United Pirates was formed through the amalgamation 

of two competitor clubs into a single strong body which quickly established its own identity.  Clubrooms 

were purchased and new clubrooms were built.  Membership became stronger by way of greater 

supporter, player and grade depth.  During Alastair’s presidency, committee membership was stable 

and visionary.   JMB grades developed and expanded.  The success of the first decade of United Pirates 

history must largely be credited to Alastair Simpson’s confident and inclusive style of leadership.

The 1974 season was a milestone year for the club.

 

The season commenced with the successful defence of the Buccaneer Cup in a final against Kaitaia 

played at the new international stadium in Rotorua on Easter Sunday.

 

Having re-gained top 6 competition status, the senior team under coach Doug Gardner and team 

trainer Graeme Ward found form and by June had recorded some impressive wins.  By August the 

team led the competition.

      

Te Puke Times
17 April 1974

Bay of Plenty Times
10 August 1974



86

In front of a large crowd at the final at the Tauranga Domain United Pirates defeated Greerton and 

in doing so became the first ever Te Puke team to win the combined Tauranga - Te Puke competition.

SILENCE
“An eerie silence fell over the ground as he ran in to kick;

and as the ball  sailed high and true he leapt into the air with his arms out-stretched.
Few thought Pirates would win, yet it made history by becoming

the first Te Puke team to win the combined title.”
from an article in the Te Puke Times

 

Daily Mirror
23 September 1974

The kick that won the first championship for
the club.
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1974 United Pirates Senior A - Winners Combined Tauranga - Te Puke Senior Competition and Buccaneer Tournament
Back: G. Ward (Assistant Coach), B. Wills, R. Ross, D. Watson, R. Burgess, A. Ball, A. Buckley, B. McDonald, A. Verkuylen, B. Norman, R. Brownlee
Middle: P. Kensington, W. Wilson, N. More (Captain), D. Gardner (Coach), B. Stapleton (President), S. Weatherley (Manager), I. McNaughton 
(Vice-Captain), G. Florence, D. Roper
Front: B. McLeod, G. Burke, T. Gourlay, D. Farquhar, W. Mercer, M. Roberts, G. Farquhar, G. Robati, R. Baker
Absent: L Wilce, R. Hyland

The Bay of Plenty Times commented that 1974 will forever be remembered in the history of the United 
Pirates Club as the year of the Kensington kick.  Kensington had, during the season, kicked goals with 
accuracy to propel United Pirates to numerous wins. 
 

Frank Dowse received the first Life Membership of the Junior Management Board of the Te Puke 
Sub-Union.
 
A trip to Fiji was undertaken at the end of the season following months of fund raising.

In spite of the auction the ‘Boot’ was retained as a club
trophy for the player with the most points for the season.



1975 The Buccaneer Cup was left behind in Kaitaia in a finals loss to the host side 24 - 4.

The senior team did not maintain the form of the previous season winning ten of their nineteen 

games with eight losses and a draw.  Rangataua won the Tauranga - Te Puke combined competition 

beating Otumoetai Cadets 24 - 13 in front of a crowd of 4000.  

The new clubrooms with improved facilities and extensions were officially opened with Patron A.J. 

Collins cutting the ribbon. The clubrooms were considered to be modern and functional.  Three 

hundred attended the opening with all involved with the construction being acknowledged by the 

President Brian Stapleton.
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At the October Annual General Meeting the issue of lack of adequate training grounds was raised 

with the suggestion that the Borough Council should perhaps assist.  Litt Park and the Lally subdivision 

were both raised as options.

 

The committee discussed extensions to the clubrooms and the potential removal of the original 

clubrooms. (Jamieson home)

 

United, Old Boys, United O.B. and United Pirates club veteran Norm Freeman joined his father-in-law 

A.J. Collins as the only other Life Member of the Te Puke Sub-Union when he was presented with this 

honour by the Patron of the Sub-Union Mr Eric Pinker.

Long-standing Sports Editor Ted Sutherland passed away.  Ted was respected throughout the 

sporting community, particularly by the rugby and cricket fraternity.

 

This was a period of consolidation for the club as well as a time when social activity thrived, 

membership expanded and travel ventures were embarked upon.  JAB teams travelled to Australia 

and the club hosted an Australian JAB side. 

 

Improvements were made to club facilities with a small committee established to undertake 

alterations and additions.

Te Puke Times
October 1975



President Brian Stapleton emphasised that the club’s future strength relied on JAB and junior teams 

coming through the grades. He established a culture that encouraged development of these grades 

and ensured that this sector was provided the level of support required to flourish. 

1976 The Buccaneer tournament was won by Kaitaia beating United Pirates in the final.

 

The senior team hit form immediately the 1976 season commenced.  Wins were achieved over most 

of the top placed teams.  By July they led the combined competition.  However as the season entered 

August, Mt Maunganui hit form, opened an unassailable lead and won the competition by 

defeating Greerton 16 - 0 in the final.
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Bay of Plenty Times
9 August 1976

Bay of Plenty Times
9 August 1976

Te Puke Times
29 September 1976
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Doug Gardner retired as senior coach at the end of the season having taken the senior team to a 

Championship victory and generally to a higher level of achievement under his coaching style.  The 

senior team remained in the top 6.

 

At a meeting on 23 March, with increased team numbers and a critical shortage of training grounds, 

the Stapleton family offered to lease the club an area of their family property located on the corner 

of Atuaroa Avenue and No 3 Road for training purposes.   The committee held an on-site meeting 

on what was formally a grazing paddock and a decision was immediately made to accept the offer 

and install lighting.  In reality, the club only ever paid for electricity usage; lease costs were never 

requested by the family.

 

In his 1976 Annual Report President Brian Stapleton stated that the highlight of the year was the 

inclusion of a senior reserve and an under 21 team. The club now had four senior teams and twelve 

JAB teams. The President noted the lack of adequate training facilities despite the availability of 

temporary grounds.

 

Roy McKenzie, Patron of the original Pirates Club, was presented with Life Membership of the 

Te Puke Sub-Union.

In 1977 United Pirates hosted the Buccaneer tournament and won the Cup.  This was to be the last 

year the club participated in the annual tournament.  On 17 July a Special Meeting unanimously 

agreed that the club withdraw from the tournament. The underlying reason was clear; times had 

changed and availability of players was waning.  By 1977 the tournament had run for 22 years with 

Pirates having competed in the first tournament held at Tokoroa and the club being represented at 

17 of the tournaments since it’s inception.

The season commenced with a senior team tour of the South Island, they were defeated in both 

games.  48 club members formed a tour party and flew to the South Island for the All Blacks v Lions 

test match. 

 

The senior team ended in third position in the Championship round of the Tauranga - Te Puke 

competition.

The first edition of the Lace and Leather newsletter was produced.  This became the clubs’ official 

newsletter for many years.    



United Pirates Committee Members - 1977
Back: Tony Fuggle, Peter McLeod, Murray Roberts, Ron Burgess, Charles Stapleton, Sam Langdon, Len Croot
Front: Bruce McLeod, Frank Dowse, Doug Gardner, Brian Stapleton, Phil Howarth, Barry Tutt

In 1978 the senior team had a difficult season but maintained a position in the top 6 of the 

competition.  The Missoula ‘All-Maggots’ RFC  from Montana, USA, visited.  19 JAB players and 21 

supporters from the Burraneer Club from NSW, Australia, visited.  The following year, 1979, the 14th 

and 16th grade JAB teams travelled to NSW to play against their Burraneer counterparts.   

 

The original Jamieson house clubroom at King Street was demolished.

 

At the November Annual General Meeting Brian Stapleton stood down as President.  He was 

fittingly described as a President who provided a motivational, inclusive style of leadership with 

expansive ideas that encouraged participation of all members whilst, like his predecessor, taking the 

club to new levels.

Frank Dowse retired from the committee having been involved in numerous committee positions 
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including Vice President, Sub-Union delegate and JAB management since the amalgamation.  

Bruce McLeod was elected President.  At the meeting a discussion took place about the future of the 

club and it was agreed that it was necessary to look seriously at a plan for major development and 

inclusion of summer sports activities. It was suggested that the incoming committee should 

investigate purchasing land near the King Street clubrooms for development into training grounds.

In 1979 the senior team, following a shaky start, won five games in succession.  Their performance 

improved as the season progressed and they held steadfastly to the top 6 position for much of the 

season winning the Te Puke Championship.  Rangataua won the combined championship.

Following extensive deliberation, a group of committee members presented a proposal that 

recommended the sale of the King Street clubrooms and purchase of land on No 3 Road.  On 11 



July, a steering committee was established to spearhead the initiative.  A Special General Meeting was 

held on 30 August at which the committee sought approval to progress the purchase of the Stapleton 

land currently used for training.  The motion however was amended and a delay of one month was 

agreed for further deliberation at which time another Special General Meeting was to be held.
 
Following encouraging meetings with the Borough Council the committee became determined to pursue 
their strategy and at a subsequent committee meeting went as far as discussing plans for new clubrooms.
 
Residents with properties surrounding the proposed area to be purchased on No. 3 Road were 
canvassed with all agreeing to support the proposal.

At the Special General Meeting on 27 September it was moved that “the committee of United Pirates 
negotiate the purchase of the land from the Stapletons for $150,000 subject to Te Puke Borough 
Council planning approval to the proposal to erect clubrooms on the land and upon such favourable 
terms to the club as the committee thinks fit”.  The motion was carried on a show of hands 30 - 12.

The highlight of the rugby season was the tour of a mixed grade senior squad and 16 supporters to 
participate in a Pan-Am sponsored world rugby tournament in Honolulu.  The trip was the 
culmination of eleven months of fund raising which resulted in $25,000 being raised to finance the trip.

 

Bay Sun
1979
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The 1980 season commenced at Easter with the club hosting two Ponsonby senior teams.  Although 
both United Pirates teams were beaten the games were played in a festive spirit which provided 
good entertainment for the large crowd of supporters.
 
The club season started with the senior team performing strongly holding a top two or three position 
for much of the first round. They slipped in the championship round with an unexpected loss to 
Judea and were heavily defeated by Rangataua early in July.  They ended the season in fourth 
position, with the final being won by Rangataua against Tauranga Old Boys.

On 3 July the Te Puke Borough Council formally approved the club’s application to establish grounds and 
clubrooms on Atuaroa Avenue.   The land purchase initiative involved the club’s Honorary Solicitor Rob 
Paterson, with extensive input by committee members Warner Bowyer, Richard Dawe and John 
Lewis.  Under Bruce McLeod as President, they became key participants in the process of 
negotiation for the purchase of the land and the subsequent sale of sections that funded the project.
 
President Bruce McLeod proclaimed: “well, we have made it!  But this is just the start as it will need 
a wholehearted club effort to see these facilities become a reality.  We have had to cut the size of the 
grounds down to enable 25 sections rather than 10 as suggested in our original proposal.  Our first 
priority is to develop the grounds for training purposes to be used as soon as possible.  After that is 
completed changing facilities will be developed.  The clubrooms will not be immediately shifted.” (abridged) 

1979 United Pirates Hawaii Touring Team
Back: Ross Hunter, Ross Brownlee, Gordon Dodds, Lon Wheeler, Bruce McDonald, Ray Ross, Dave Watson, John Cameron, Gary Hinton,
Kevin Goodall, Kevin Forbes, Warren Young, Steve Nelmes
Front: Peter Dolman, Ian Oakley, Richard Scown, Adrian Verkuylen (Captain), Graeme Yates, Bruce Nicol, Kevin Oldeman, Barry Campbell



In purchasing the Stapleton land the club had committed to the purchase of 11.5 acres of land which would 

require the subdivision of 25 sections, 6.1 acres of playing fields and sufficient space for a gymnasium which 

would later be adapted to accommodate clubrooms. 

A large machinery auction was held at Collins Lane to

generate funds for club development. Approximately

$4000.00 was raised.

The clubs first Life Members A.J. Collins and Len Browne

were elected.

 

At the 1980 Annual General Meeting in December the club

voted in favour of the Springbok tour of 1981 proceeding.

In 1981 Randwick RFC  senior team and a Wentworthville JAB team, both from Sydney were hosted 

preseason.

The senior team again started in unspectacular fashion slipping to fifth on the ladder and seemingly 

heading for an average season.  However they won critical games against Eastern Districts and 

Rangataua to gain a position in the top 6 for the 2nd round.  The Bay of Plenty Times in late June 

noted that “Pirates have been up and down this season without ever reaching any great heights but 

a four try win over Rangataua gave a mighty boost to confidence……”

In another key match in early July they toppled Rangiuru 13 - 6 to be assured of a slot in the 

Championship round.
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Bay of Plenty Times
1981

United Pirates auctioneers Ross Nichol and
Colin Fairweather at work.
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Under Coach Charlie Stapleton, the team won the 1981 Tauranga - Te Puke Championship. This was 

the club’s second only championship win.  They finished no lower than fourth position in the 

preceding two seasons.

Bay of Plenty Times
1981

Left to right: Bruno McDonald, Ross Brownlee, Dave Watson, John Cameron, Ross Mackie, Gordon Dodds, Laurie Johnson,
Kevin Olderman, Neville Tristram, Ian McNaughton (Captain), Richard Scown, Morris Griffin, Errol Watts, Alan DeVries, Kevin Goodall
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Te Puke Times
1981
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The senior B side finished third in their competition which was won by Rangiuru with a 24 - 10 defeat 

of Judea.

 

Bruce McLeod noted in his address to the 23 November Annual General Meeting “that surely any 

club’s greatest wish is to win a senior championship - but to culminate a championship win with the 

development of training fields is just reward for a club that is thinking of its future players”.

In his Annual General Meeting report Bruce McLeod noted that “twelve months ago our biggest 

worry was selling 25 sections to finance land purchase.  I am pleased to be able to tell members that 

23 sections have been sold with two retained”.

 

He later commented in the club’s newsletter that “we have come a long way - we should be proud of 

the advances since 1964 - we now boast two full size fields with room for building and our present 

clubrooms in King Street are freehold”.

At the Annual General Meeting members stood in silence to honour

the passing of club Patron and Life Member A.J. Collins.  Jim Collins

had been the clubs figurehead connecting United Pirates to its origins

through his service as Patron of the original United Club and United

Old Boys.  He had served as Patron of these clubs since 1944 and was

accorded Life Membership in 1980.  

 

A cricket team was formed with John Burt being the driving force.  

Len Browne succeeded A.J. Collins as Patron.  Ian Bartie was elected President.  Frank Dowse was 

elected the third Life Member of the club.

Popular senior team tight forward and all-round club participant Gary Hinton, nicknamed 

‘Tonnage’, was tragically killed in a car accident near Te Puke.  His obituary was recorded in the 

Lace and Leather Magazine.
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Obituary
Gary Hinton - 1981

There has been no greater loss to the United Pirates 

team and club, than Gary Hinton

Before joining UP for the 1979 season, Gary had 

started his rugby career in Te Awamutu, where he 

was born in 1955.

He is remembered as a true friend to all who knew 

him. Some will remember him for his assistance on 

Saturday mornings, refereeing the bare footed 

young ones; others for the happy atmosphere he 

created around the clubrooms; for others, it will be 

for his competitive attitude to the game he dearly 

loved.

For as long as the Pirates gather, whether to 

celebrate a win or commiserate a loss, ‘Tonnage’ will 

always be remembered.

Thanks, Tonnage for what you were and for being one 

of us.

A 1982 preseason game was played against Te Awamutu Old Boys at Te Awamutu for the Gary 
Hinton Memorial Trophy presented by Gary’s parents Mr and Mrs Rex Hinton of Te Awamutu.
 
The Bay of Plenty Times reported in April “Having broken the pain barrier, so to speak, of scoring a 
distinctive Tauranga - Te Puke club rugby championship last year, United Pirates can be excused a 
degree of confidence that a repeat success is in store”.
 
By seasons end the senior team finished runner-up in the combined Tauranga - Te Puke 
Championship, with the senior reserve team winning their competition.
 
The name of the club was formally changed at a Special General Meeting held 16 June 1982.  The 
name became United Pirates Rugby Sports Club Inc.   
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For the first time ladies netball and hockey teams played for the club. Four netball teams competed 

under the United Pirates banner being United Pirates, UP Gemini, UP Cardinals & UP Taurus.  

Following Taurus’ affiliation to the club, this team achieved Premier grade status and won all 

competitions and trophies available in their grade.

 

President Ian Bartie led the club into a period of development of the Atuaroa property.  He noted  

“We are in the process of building.  We need to build up the fields to the correct height, build 

foundations to specification for lighting towers, build changing sheds, redesign the bar and prepare 

a sixty vehicle car-park.”  He also observed that “we are on a financial tightrope. The King street 

clubrooms have not sold and the proposed gymnasium is only a basic structure with no floor”.

Original Minutes Special General Meeting
16 June 1982
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By mid 1982 the building costs had risen to $115,000 and lighting towers had been deferred 
although the playing fields had been levelled and sown.  Working bees became the club’s main 
activity after sporting commitments and remained so through much of the 1980’s.  Amongst a wide 
variety of activity, fund raising included orchard work, Calcutta’s, a Christmas gala and a 
gymnasium Floor Appeal.  On 10 May, title for 2.5884 hectares of land on Atuaroa Avenue was 
passed from the Stapleton family to the
United Pirates Rugby Football Club Inc.

A women’s committee became part of club
administration.

The JAB section of the club continued to
expand.  JAB 8th, 9th and 10th grade
teams travelled to play their corresponding
teams at the Waitemata Club.
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The 1983 rugby season commenced with a preseason game against Te Awamutu Old Boys for the 

Gary Hinton Memorial Trophy.  This was one of the first games to be played on the new field at 

Atuaroa Avenue.  The trophy was won by United Pirates.

 

Again, on paper United Pirates were considered favourites to win the competition.  At the 

completion of the 1st round they finished equal first in Section 2 with Old Boys.  By July they were in 

second place behind Old Boys in the championship, with Old Boys running out clear winners with 

nearly twice as many competition points as their nearest rivals.  United Pirates finished second equal 

with Katikati and Cadets.

 

A senior team and supporters travelled to Hawaii where the team won the Pan-Am World Invitation 

knock-out tournament having been runners-up in 1979.

Bay of Plenty Times
2 November 1983

Photo above: Trophy being
accepted by Ian Bartie, Mike
Knapton, Errol Watts and
Ian McNaughton
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A Golden Oldies grade was formed.

 

At a Special General Meeting 17 January 1983 it was unanimously agreed that the King Street 

clubrooms be sold.

 

Hockey player and coach Phyl Donaldson became the club’s first female Club Captain.

 

In spite of all the financial constraints and frustrations the 1983 player membership doubled with 

new and amalgamated sports codes. Two ladies and a men’s hockey teams were fielded.

 The season was dominated by the need to service debt.  President Ian Bartie advised members that 

the season would, of necessity, be one of consolidation. He observed that new grounds would be 

used for the first time, that new changing sheds would be completed and a carpark levelled.  He 

expressed frustration at the partially finished gymnasium and advised that the brakes would need to 

go on in order to maintain financial control especially given that the King Street premises had not 

been sold.  Two buffer sections retained from sale would be marketed to assist with finances.

 

At a meeting of committee members held 14 November at the partially completed gymnasium, a 

wide ranging debate took place on the merits of moving the club headquarters to the gymnasium 

building for the 1984 season.  This meeting was motivated by the near to complete gymnasium floor 

which had proved a major undertaking. The floor was constructed to international competition 

standard with a concrete base, rubber mountings under the joists with an extra thick wood layer.

 

A figure of $17,000 was needed to develop a lounge area and a further $25,000 to have the 

gymnasium usable for the coming season.

A game against the Wildcats rugby team from the University of Tucson, Arizona was won by United 

Pirates.  This visit established an enduring relationship between the two clubs.

Ian McNaughton retired from senior A rugby having played his first senior game for the club in 1969.  

His 15 playing years included Championship wins in 1974 and 1981.  He captained the 1981 team.

United Pirates member and JAB administrator Gordon Schultz was elected President of the Te Puke 

Sub-Union.
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The 1984 preseason match for the Gary Hinton Memorial Trophy was played against Te Awamutu 

Old Boys at Te Awamutu.

 

The Tauranga - Te Puke competition began in two sections with United Pirates expected to be a 

championship contender winning their opening match against Eastern Districts 7 - 3 and showing 

good form as the competition progressed.  The team qualified for the play-off round along with 

Rangiuru and Eastern Districts however finished in fourth position; Tauranga Old Boys winning the 

competition with a 13 - 6 finals victory over Katikati.

Badminton, basketball, indoor netball and volleyball were added to the clubs’ sporting activities.

Senior grade netball expanded rapidly.

 
 

1984 United Pirates Netball Team - Winners Te Puke Netball Assn. Sportsmanship Cup
Back: Susan Wood, Elaine Stewart, Sandra Reekie, Marie Walker
Front: Ann Brouwers, Heather Spencer, Paulette Anderson, Denise McLeod, Pam Potter



106

Upgrading of the gymnasium continued. 

 

The men’s hockey team won their senior reserve competition gaining promotion to the Premier 

grade.

The JAB section of the club hosted Waitemata JAB.

At the Annual General Meeting held 25 November members stood in silence in memory of Alastair 

Simpson who had passed away in June after a period of illness.  Retiring President Ian Bartie stated 

that “it is with regret that the club records the passing of our foundation President and great stalwart 

of United Pirates”.

 

There were accolades aplenty for Ian Bartie from the floor at the meeting for his contribution during 

a very challenging period of transition.  Ian stamped his mark on the club and was described as a 

Te Puke Times
26 September 1984
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practical, hard-working President who led by example.  Through a steadfast and unwavering 
commitment, Ian with his various committee members, club volunteers and sponsors had pioneered 
the development of the new headquarters over a three year period.

Ken Love was elected President for the 1985 season.
 
The 1985 Tauranga - Te Puke Championship round preceded the newly introduced Inter-City 
competition. Commencing in early April, twelve teams competing in a single division. The 
championship was won by Mt Maunganui.  United Pirates were mid-table for most of the season 
and finished in fourth place.
The Inter-City competition was based on a competition between teams from Tauranga, Te Puke and 
Rotorua clubs.
United Pirates finished mid-table in Section 2 being unable to register a win against a Rotorua club. 
The Inter-City final was won by Whaka beating Rotorua Pirates 30 - 16.

 

1985 United Pirates Senior A - Winners Te Puke knock-out, Kerry Jensen Memorial Trophy
Back: T. Burt, G. Allen, L. Johnson, J. Cameron, J. Lewis, R. Scown, R. Underwood
Middle: D. Bayliss (Assistant Manager), A Cameron, W. Taylor, P. Fox, S. Thompson, A. Hutchings, J. Fly, C. Wood, M. Wood (Manager)
Front: K. Love (President), C. Hingston, K. Tibble, A. Peat, T. Vanstone, M. Smith, G. Dodds (Coach)
Absent: A. Sutherland (Captain), D. Watson, R. Fowler, G. McMillan, R. Spittle
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United Pirates won the Te Puke knock-out competition.

 

In a newsletter, Ken Love noted “that after three years of purchasing land, selling sections, 

developing grounds and a cricket wicket, and building a magnificent sports complex the club had not 

achieved its goals without considerable indebtedness”. He called on members to collectively help 

achieve financial stability through participation. 

 

“The alternative would be to sell King Street but we should only do this at the opportune time”. 

 

The year was dominated by the need to balance income with the need to develop the gymnasium 

and playing fields. Construction of the gymnasium and clubrooms continued under the direction 

and supervision of Roly Taylor and Butch Matheson.  Lights were purchased for the grounds.

The Atuaroa Avenue development consisted of two rugby fields, a cricket wicket and a functional 

gymnasium without parallel in the district.  Outdoor sports affiliated to the club included rugby, 

netball, cricket and both men’s and women’s hockey teams.  Two netball teams UP 1 and UP 2 

participated. The gymnasium was utilised by weight trainers, indoor basketball, volleyball, 

badminton, indoor bowls, gymnastics, jazzercise and fitness groups plus rugby teams for wet 

weather training.  The club’s membership exceeded 400 in all sports and grades.

 

A $25,000 sports grant was received from the Department of Internal Affairs for development of the 

gymnasium.  This was followed by the long anticipated sale of the King Street clubrooms.

 

The King Street clubrooms having been sold, a transition of headquarters from King Street to 

Atuaroa Avenue commenced. The original King Street clubrooms were demolished.

 

At the Annual General Meeting Michael Bayliss was elected President.

The 1986 Tauranga - Te Puke competition was again played prior to the Inter-City competition with 

United Pirates finishing mid table.  Katikati won the championship beating United Pirates in the final 

round to confirm top position.

United Pirates again struggled in the Inter-City competition losing all seven games in Section 1. 

Whaka retained the championship beating Waikite 10 - 6 in the final.  
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The Gordon Junior Rugby Club under 15 team from NSW, Australia visited.

1986 United Pirates Senior A - Winners Kerry Jensen Memorial Trophy, Simpson Memorial Trophy, Te Puke Challenge Cup
Back: C. Hingston, G. Allen, L. Johnson, A. Armstrong, J. Lewis,  E. Watts
Centre: A. Verkuylen (Assistant Coach), B. Gordon, R. Fowler, G. James, W. Taylor, I. Brouwers, G. Dodds (Coach)
Front: M. Wood (Manager), K. Tibble, A. Sutherland (Vice-Captain), A. Peat (Captain), T. Vanstone, G. Priest
Absent: J. Fly, G. McMillin, P. Urwin, M. Smith, J. Cameron, K. Mosley
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Paul Fairweather became the club’s first player to be

chosen for a national side whilst playing for the club. 

Paul was selected for and captained the New Zealand

Under 17 side which defeated Australia. 

The Bay of Plenty times rugby correspondent noted that

it was some accomplishment for Fairweather to be

appointed Captain of such a fine New Zealand side and

he has a promising future.

With limited capital, the committee maintained a strict control on expenditure and decided to restrict 

much of the development of the clubrooms, pathways and landscaping.  The car-park remained 

unusable and other work was unable to be completed.

 

Unsolicited practical and financial assistance was received from Murray Salt Contractors.  Murray 

and Heather Salt became the principal sponsors of the club.  Their significant contribution to the 

development of club facilities included improvements to playing fields, embankments, car-park and 

other project work. Their sponsorship contributions enabled the club to progress through this 

difficult development period.  Their support of the club whilst developing the Atuaroa Avenue was 

significant in the club achieving its freehold position of today.  Few clubs have had the good fortune 

to have sponsorship on the scale provided by Murray Salt Contractors.  Murray and Heather 

continue their support today.

The gymnasium was utilised for a prize giving ceremony for the first time.

Part way through the season Ross Underwood was elected President on the occasion of Michael 
Bayliss’s move from the district.  In his report to the 1986 Annual General Meeting, Ross issued 
members three specific challenges: 
 
  Non-playing members need to be involved in the administration of the club.
 Atuaroa Avenue must be sealed.
 The gymnasium must be better utilised.
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Rick Hannay was elected President at the Annual General Meeting for the 1987 year.

In 1987, for the first time, the Inter-City competition was played at the beginning of the season with 

United Pirates competing in Section 1.  The team performed poorly winning only two of ten games, 

finishing near the bottom of their section.  For the third year the final was an all Rotorua affair; 

Ngongotaha beating Rotorua Pirates 19 - 10 after being down 10 - 0 at half time.

The team finished third in the Tauranga - Te Puke Championship round and qualified for the semi-

finals where they were beaten by Mt Maunganui 13 - 0. The Mount went on to beat Cadets in the 

final 9 - 6.

The clubs connection with the Arizona Wildcats rugby team from the University of Arizona was 

continued with the second visit by the Tucson based club.

 

The new committee heeded Ross Underwood’s challenges and for the next three years pursued a 

programme to improve facilities by refurbishing internally, increasing the usage of the gymnasium 

and enhancing the external areas of the clubrooms.  Negotiations with the Borough Council resulted 

in Atuaroa Avenue being sealed and a car-park developed.

Bay of Plenty Times
6 July 1987

Bay of Plenty Times
1987
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The 1988 season kicked off in April with the senior team playing Petone.  The game was won by the 

visitors 38 - 13.

 

Following a poor start, the senior team recorded its first win against a Rotorua side in the Inter-City 

competition beating Rotorua Pirates 26 - 9. Good form eluded the team as the competition 

progressed and at the completion of the 1st round were in fifth position in Section 2 and in the same 

position in the Tauranga - Te Puke Championship.   

 

1987 United Pirates Senior A - Winners Te Puke knock-out competition
Back: S. McLeod, B. Grafas, J. Cameron, B. Van der Maas, G. Allen, R. Torlesse, L. Johnson, W. Taylor 
Centre: R. Hannay (President), J. Burridge (Club Captain), R. Fowler, J. Lewis, R. Scown, C. Hingston, M. Wood (Assistant Manager), I. Hannay ( Manager)
Front: S. Thompson, K. Oldeman, P. Priest, L. Crawshaw, A. Peat (Captain), G. James, J. Pieters, H. Sowman (Coach)
Absent: P. Williams, R. Brown, A. Sutherland, M. Smith, R. Mackie
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For the balance of the season the team showed little form and Ngongotaha defeated Mt 

Maunganui 33 - 16 in extra time to win the Inter-City final for the second year.  Cadets won the 

Tauranga -  Te Puke Championship with an 18 - 6 win over Rangiuru.

 

United Pirates won the subsidiary section of the Tauranga - Te Puke competition for the Hardy 

Rosebowl with a finals win against Greerton 23 - 10.  They also won the Te Puke Championship.

The year was again one of continued improvement with the clubrooms now an acceptable 
entertainment area.   A series of successful fund raising initiatives enabled carpets, wall furnishings 
and other amenities to be purchased which provided members with comfortable club facilities.  The 
exterior of the club was landscaped. 
 
Social and player membership expanded markedly.  By 1988 the club had established three netball  
teams, UP Gold (A Grade), UP Black (Reserve 1) & UP Blue (Reserve 2), two men’s hockey teams, four 

senior rugby teams and almost 170 JAB players.  
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On 3 February, Kiwifruit Industries Limited presented the club with a sponsorship proposal which 

included a change to the clubs monogram.  Following some debate the new logo in slightly altered form 

was agreed.  A proviso stipulated by the committee was that there be no change to the club’s name.

 

A rugby committee was formed in response to the emergence of the professional era in rugby and 

the impact of professionalism on the club.  The committee was managed by ex senior players Doug 

Rollerson, Iain Hannay and Gordon Dodds.

 

A Jubilee committee, chaired by Ian Bartie, was formed to prepare for the 1989 25th Jubilee celebrations.

 

At the Annual General Meeting, club Treasurer Heather Salt reported a fifty percent increase in 

club earnings.

1989 preseason games were played against Hamilton Old Boys with the senior side winning 29 -16 

and the reserves losing 10 - 9. 

 

The Inter-City competition began with United Pirates in Division 2.  They won their 1st round match 

against St. Michaels 42 - 4, remained unbeaten and went on to win the 1st round Division 2 trophy, 

with a convincing 21 - 0 defeat of Waikite.

The 2nd round saw a continuation of good form including a 33 - 6 win over Mt Maunganui which 

was described as the game of the year.  The team lost the final Section 2 game against Ngongotaha 

21 - 3, who went on to win the Inter-City final for the third year in succession defeating Mt 

Maunganui 23 - 10.

 

Good form continued into the Tauranga - Te Puke Championship, however they lost their last three 

matches which eliminated any chance of a Top 4 position to play-off for the championship.

The Grand Final was won by Tauranga Sports defeating Mt Maunganui 18 - 9.

United Pirates won the Senior Division 2 final with an 18 - 6 win over Rangiuru.
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This year marked the 25th Anniversary of the United Pirates Rugby Sports Club.  The occasion was 

celebrated with a full Easter weekend programme of events and a feature game against Petone.  

Life Members Len Browne and Frank Dowse ‘cut the ribbon’ which officially opened the new 

stadium and grounds.  The opening address was delivered by Brian Stapleton with the guest of 

honour being Alison Simpson, wife of the late Alastair Simpson. 

Bay of Plenty Times
26 June 1989

Te Puke Times
September1989

Bay of Plenty Times
15 July 1989
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On the occasion of the 25th Jubilee celebrations, Life Members Frank Dowse and Len Browne were
invited to pick their all time great United Pirates XV and reserves.

United Pirates 25th Jubilee
March 1989

Te Puke Times
March 1989

This weekend Te Puke’s
United Pirates Rugby
Sports Club celebrates it’s
25th Jubilee. Celebrations
range from rugby matches,
serious and social, to a
formal dine and dance on
Saturday night and the
official opening of the
grounds and clubrooms.

Neil Paterson (W)

LEN BROWNE’S TEAM
John Cameron (FB)

Paul Carter (W)
Ian Hughes (C)

Kerry Hanna (2nd)
Norm Adlam (1st)

Tom Gourlay (Half)
Arthur Ball (No. 8)

Graeme James (F)Graeme James (F)

Gary Hinton (L) Dave Watson (L)

Bruce McDonald (P) Rex Wood (P)
Ian Mc Naughton (H)

Phil Taylor (F)

Tui Tibble (FB)
Neil Patterson (W)

Kerry Hanna (C)
Ali Sutherland (2nd)

Norm Adlam (1st)
Tom Gourlay (Half)

Arthur Ball (No. 8)

John Cameron (W)

Phil Taylor (F)

Howard Aspin (L) Colin McNaughton (L)

Rex Wood (P) Bruce McDonald (P)
Ian Mc Naughton (H)

FRANK  DOWSE’S  TEAM

Reserves:  Ali Sutherland, Wren Bartrum, Noel More,
Gordon Dodds, Graeme Johnston, Howard Aspin,

Warren Taylor, Lyndsay Frazer

Reserves:  Max Toy, Wren Bartrum, Gordon Dodds,
Dave Watson, Adrian Verkuylen, Lyndsay Frazer
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The season was completed with a successful trip to Canada and the West Coast of North America.  

The team won all matches convincingly including games against the Arizona Wildcats in Tucson 

Arizona, The Sea-Hawkes in San Francisco, Old Aztecs RFC, San Diego and the Vancouver Rowing Club.

1990 was the first year of the Baywide competition with United Pirates competing in Division 2 in the 

1st round.  The team recorded an unexpected win against highly regarded Kahukura in April and 

repeated this in defeating leaders Kawerau in May.

During May, the Bay of Plenty Times rugby correspondent wrote “whatever the outcome of  Division 

2, the Rodney Gibbs led United Pirates is clearly the best of the twelve teams in this section of the 

Baywide competition”.

 

The team won the Division, winning ten of their eleven games and qualifying for the Bay of Plenty 

Club Championship round.   They found the going more difficult in the championship round winning 

only two of their six matches with Waikite upsetting Ngongotaha 17 - 11 in the first Baywide final.

John Cameron accepted a secondment to Tucson Arizona to coach the Arizona Wildcats side 

returning to play in the 1990 Tauranga - Te Puke combined competition.

By late August United Pirates led Section A of the Tauranga - Te Puke Competition. The team 

maintained its top ranking and progressed to the final.
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Bay of Plenty Times
1990
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The first Championship win since 1981 and the third in the club’s history was achieved.

 
Bay of Plenty Times
1990
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Te Puke Times
1990
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Membership of the Tug-O-War section expanded. United Pirates teams were runners-up in Divisions 

1 and 2 of the North Island Championships held in the Waikato.  United Pirates were nominated by 

the national body to host the New Zealand Championships in July 1991.

Netball expanded to now include five competitive teams: United Pirates A, B, Black, Yellow and 

United Pirates Goldies. 

 

Fund raising remained a dominant activity with a variety of initiatives including corn growing, a 

‘Pickers and Packers’ social event, a gala, biathlon and numerous raffles.  Funds contributed to 

on-going improvements to the clubrooms. 

 

The 1991 rugby season commenced with the senior

team competing in a twelve team Division 1, of the

Baywide competition. The team finished seventh at

the end of the 1st round winning five of their eleven

games. They played in the gold section for the 2nd

round and finished fifth out of six teams. They lost their

play off match against Rotoiti 17 - 7 and Eastern Pirates

defeated defending champions Waikite 12 - 7 in the

Baywide final.

Extensions DiscussionThe victorious 1990 team celebrating their achievement. 
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The team then went on to win five of six matches in their division of the Tauranga - Te Puke 
competition and qualified for the knock-out section for the championship.
Having won their semi-final against Rangataua 19 - 6, the team’s finals victory over Arataki 18 - 6 
was the highlight of the season.

1991 United Pirates Seniors - Winners of Tauranga - Te Puke Championship, Kerry Jenson Memorial, Te Puke Championship
Back: R. Bibby (President), N. Jackson, R. Lynch, M. Attrill, A. Bean, C. Hingston, M. Wood (Manager) 
Second: B. Gordon (Asst. Manager), L. Browne (Patron), J. Hingston, R. Poihipi, D. Bass, S. Ernie, R. Gibbs, W. Warbrick, J. Cameron (Player/Coach)
Front: I. Brouwers, W. Taylor, S. Bailey, J. Wilkins (Captain), C. Jeffries, G. James, J. Lewis
Absent: P. Fairweather, J. Cotter, G. Evans, P. Schuler, P. Mitchell, S. Dowling

Bay of Plenty Times
1991
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Player-Coach of the team John Cameron created a club record by having played in each of the last 

three Championship winning sides, 1981, 1990, 1991.

Bay of Plenty Times
22 April 1991

The Steve Bailey Trust
In a competition game at Jamieson Oval, experienced 

hooker Steve Bailey incurred a serious fracture of the spine 

as a consequence of a mistimed scrum-set. 

Administered by Ross Underwood as legal guardian, a 

Trust Fund was established for Steve. Many rugby clubs 

throughout New Zealand contributed to a nationwide 

appeal.  Other major fund raising activities were 

undertaken to bolster the Trust funds.  A full document of the 

nationwide appeal is located in the Appendix on page 5.

Player - Coach John Cameron
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A National Tug-O-War Championship hosted by the club was considered an outstanding success. 

Membership of Tug-O-War section of the club increased with five teams participating.

Netball continued to expand with good success in local competitions.

 

1991 United Pirates Netball Team
Back: Mella McGinity (Coach), Jenny Nitz, Teresa Burt, Pene Speechlay
Front: Andrene McGinity, Jo Steele, Justine Osbourne (Captain), Louise Fox, Ylona McGinity
Absent: Judi Scown 

President Richard Bibby noted that as a consequence of the weak financial position of the club it 

would be necessary to put any plans for extensions on hold “with a firm view of putting our house in order”

 

Steve Freeman was appointed permanent Club Manager / Secretary.
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At the Annual General Meeting 18 November, Brian Stapleton was confirmed a Life Member of the club.

 

John Dowling was elected President.

Prior to 1990 and over the following several years, numerous fund raising initiatives became central 

to complementing club revenue.  Initiatives and undertakings included corn growing, bobby calf 

and bulk kiwifruit donations, Pickers & Packers functions, Packers & Stackers competitions, 

biathlons/duathlons, raft races, quiz evenings, a ‘Truest & Fairest’ sponsorship scheme (with as many 

as 44 businesses participating) as well as membership draws.  Such activities became common 

forms of raising much needed funds.  Funds contributed to ongoing improvements to the clubrooms, 

gymnasium and playing fields.
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The 1992 season got off to a shaky start with numerous preseason injuries.

In the Baywide competition United Pirates recorded early losses to Whakatane Marist 35 - 22 and 

Waikite 16 - 3.  The team succumbed to Opotiki United and Ngongotaha before bouncing back 

against Tauranga Sports with a 36 - 11 victory.

As the Baywide competition progressed good wins were recorded against teams such as Eastern 

Pirates, Te Teko, Waikite and Rangiuru with yet another drubbing of Tauranga Sports 45 - 6.

Bay of Plenty Times
1992

Bay of Plenty Times
1992
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On the back of these results the team failed to secure a play-off position in the Baywide competition.  

Their hopes were dashed on Jamieson Oval on 11 July losing 43 - 21 to Ngongotaha.

In an attempt to win their third Tauranga - Te Puke Championship in succession the team played the 

final against Mt Maunganui at Jamieson Oval on 20 September.  Club history was made when a 

15 - 15 draw resulted in a shared Championship win - and the third Championship title in a row.

Bay of Plenty Times
1992

Bay of Plenty Times
1992
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1992 United Pirates Senior A - Joint Winners Tauranga - Te Puke Championship, Winners Kerry Jenson Memorial, 
Winners Te Puke Championship
Back: K. McCauley, S. Wilson, R. Lynch, M. McKenzie
Third: M. Wood (Assistant Manager), D. Bass, T. Payton, J. Robinson, J. Cameron, A. Stewart
Second: B. Gordon (Masseur), C. Gibbs, I. Brouwers, S. Ernie, R. Poihipi, W. Taylor, L. Browne (Patron)
Front: P. Hughes (Assistant Coach), J. Wilkins, A. Bean, C. Jeffries (Captain), G. James, P. Fairweather, D. Payton (Manager)
Absent: B. Wilson (Coach), A. Miller, B. Baggott, N. Jackson, P. Schuler, M. Attrill, T. Clarke 

More structural development of the playing fields continued with embankments redeveloped, the 

adjoining gully area reshaped and the southwest dead ball area reformed.

 

The clubrooms became more widely utilised by the community for larger social and business 

functions.

 

Tug-O-War team members travelled to Christchurch and won the Division 1 Lightweight title in the 

New Zealand Championships.  They became the first United Pirates sports team to win a New 

Zealand title.
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1992 United Pirates Tug-O-War Team
Back: Malcolm Amrein, Tony Parkes, Grant Crowley, David Marshall, Graeme Holster, Maxine Amrein
Front: Warren Gore, Fiona Webb, Robb Webb, Wendy Scott, Len Browne (Patron)

Te Puke Times
22 July 1992
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Volleyball flourished as a club sport with sixteen social teams playing in a Thursday night league. 

Touch rugby became a popular activity with fourteen registered teams.

 

A milestone in the club’s history occurred when a Special General Meeting on 22 April 1992 voted 

to change the name of the club to Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club Inc. effective 1 November 1992.

 

 

Bay of Plenty Times
24 June 1992

Te Puke Times
24 June 1992



The United Pirates Rugby Club was constituted in 1964 and for 29 years was the stronghold rugby 

club of Te Puke in respect to player and grade numbers as well as being the most successful side by 

way of senior team championship wins during that period.

 

Club stalwart for a period of some thirty seven years and Life Member since 1981, Frank Dowse aged 

70 passed away on 30 March following a period of illness.

The following players were selected for the Bay of Plenty whilst playing for the club from 1965 to 1992.

 

 Q.T. Quentin Tapsell   1965, 1967

 N.M. (Max) Toy    1968

 P.J. (Phil)  Taylor   1969

 K.C. (Kerry) Hanna   1975, 1977

 N.M. (Neil) Paterson   1977

 I.M. (Ian) McNaughton   1978

 P.J. (Paul) Carter   1978

 G.J. (Gordon) Dodds   1978

 S.D. (Scott) Arroll   1979

 J.M. (John) Cameron   1980 - 1984, 1988

 A.A. (Alistair) Sutherland  1982 - 1984

 D.S. (Jock) McCarroll   1982, 1983

 C. (Craig) Ross    1983

 G. (Graeme) James   1983, 1986 - 1988

 A. (Artie) De Jagger   1983

 K.M. (Kevin) Moseley   1986

 P. (Paul) Fairweather   1989 - 1991

 W. (Willie) Clarke   1990

 A. (Andy) Miller   1991, 1992
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The following players were selected for New Zealand whilst playing for the club during the same period.

 

         Paul Fairweather       New Zealand Under 17’s (Captain)   1986 

         Paul Fairweather       NZ Colts / Junior All Blacks    1990 

         Andy Miller       NZ Colts / Junior All Blacks    1992 

1992 saw participation in many social activities including a weekend of celebration of the club’s 

name change as well as touch rugby and volleyball.

 

 

 

Te Puke Times
1992



Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club Inc. - The years 1993 to 2014

1993 was the first full season in which the name Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club was actively 

introduced.

At the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 27 January, President John Dowling referred to the 

decision to change the name of the club.  He stated that he was “Sympathetic to those with a long 

association with United Pirates Rugby Sports Club”.

As with previous name changes to the Club, the title Te Puke Sports & Recreation was seen to reflect 

the changing times.  Gradually, over several years, club sporting activity had broadened.  The name 

Te Puke Sports & Recreation was seen as being more aligned to the community and more conducive 

to attracting new codes and increasing membership of the club.

John Dowling further noted “I sincerely believe that the change was essential for the club to survive 

and grow as other clubs around us struggle.  The need to better identify with the Te Puke community 

and to expand the range of activities undertaken by the club will, I believe, ensure its future”.

The rugby season commenced with the club hosting the Tala RFC from Cordoba, Argentina.

A further visit by a party of 40 Arizona Wildcats players was hosted.

In late March the Bay of Plenty Times reported “The formal start to the Baywide club rugby season 

on Saturday is notable for the passing of the erstwhile United Pirates RFC into Te Puke Sports”.

With the senior team playing in the Baywide Premier Division, new coach Graeme James 

commented “We’ve got a pretty tough start to the season, after Eastern Pirates we’ve got 

Ngongotaha, then Whakatane Marist”.

The team struggled for results throughout the two

round competition, finishing the competition with two

draws and two wins; the last being a comprehensive

defeat of Tauranga Sports 54 - 15, ensuring the

team remained in the Premier Division for the 1994

season.

Bay of Plenty Times
4 July 1993
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The Baywide Premiership was won by Mt Maunganui defeating Whakatane Marist 16 - 8 at the 
Tauranga Domain.

The Tauranga - Te Puke Championship competition followed, played in two sections. Te Puke Sports 
qualified for the semi-finals defeating Te Puna in the final round to qualify for semi-finals. The 
following week they bowed out to Rangiuru losing 27 - 3.  The final was won by Mt Maunganui 
defeating Rangiuru 32 - 5.

The JAB rugby section of the club flourished under strong management with approximately 180 
junior players participating.

Te Puke Times
11 September 1993

Te Puke Times
18 September 1993
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1993 Te Puke Sports
6th Grade

Back: M. Wells, S. Cram,
N. Potaka, N. Parata,
J. Tapsell, S. Pamment,
B. Steele, M. Paton
Middle: G. Cotterill
(Coach), L. Graham,
P. Walter, R. Dixon,
C. Sutherland, S. Robins,
D. Farquhar, R. Flexman
(Manager), J. Dowling
(President)
Front: M. Bayliss,
D. Jamieson, A. Wihapi,
M. Clarkson (Captain),
C. Flexman, R. Hansen,
A. Watene



Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club Senior A Team 1993
Back: T. Trott, M. Curran, M. McKenzie, J. Robertson, C. Gibbs
Middle: G. James (Coach), G. McNaughton, G. Hodgson, A. Stewart, W. Warbrick, J. Hingston (Assist. Manager)
Front: D. Bass, J. Wilkins, C. Jeffries, J. Cotter, P. Fairweather, R. Gibbs
Absent: D. Payton (Manager), A. Miller, R. Poihipi, S. Wilson, B. Baggott, R. West

Women’s volleyball became an affiliated sport. In the coming years the team was to become an 

outstanding success. Based on results at national level, Te Puke Sports remains the most successful 

women’s volleyball club team of all time.

The team was built around several core players who were ex Te Puke High School students.  They 

developed a strong bond and adhered to a strategy that they described as “serve hard, receive well, 

play fast and use strengths”.  This formula combined with sponsorship that provided funding that allowed 

participation in a demanding national tournament proved highly successful.  In ensuing years the team 

reached the national club finals twelve times, winning the national club title on nine of these occasions.
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Te Puke Times
11 September         17 November

In the 1993 season Sasha Patete, Jeanette Haua, Sarah Harrison, Shelly Addison, Vanessa Weld 

and Cazna Ratana were selected for the New Zealand Women’s volleyball team.  They became the 

first women in the club’s history to be selected for a national team.  Sasha was also selected for the 

New Zealand under 19’s.  The team finished third in the National Club Championship.

During 1993 against a the backdrop of three successive rugby championships, growing membership 

and a generally high level of confidence, it was decided, that expansion of the clubrooms and 

associated changing facilities should be considered. The club had 515 members and was one of the 

few clubs in New Zealand with freehold assets, land and buildings.  

In spite of the freehold status, the club’s financial position was fragile and at a committee meeting  

the financial dilemma was discussed.  A concerning downturn in trading revenue had been 

experienced and the committee was asked whether the club should, or could sustain a loan if 

required and if the proposed extensions should continue.  After a unanimous ‘yes’ vote a Special 

General Meeting was held on 30 November.  This meeting gave approval to proceed with 

extensions and to organise a full working and financial package.

Reflecting on a weak trading year John Dowling noted “that extensions must be committed to 

despite the downward looking spiral.  It is even more essential to look forward and take pride in this 

club and what it stands for.”

An approach to the club’s bankers headed by John 

Cameron was received positively and resulted in 

the club being provided a building loan facility. 

Initial costing’s indicated a tender price of $154,000 

plus furnishings of $40,000.

A further major change was implemented when a 

sponsorship proposal was presented by the club to 

Murray Salt Contractors.  The sponsorship took the 

form of exclusive naming rights in return for up to 

one-third of the cost of building extensions and 

improvements.  The proposal was successfully 

negotiated between the two parties with the 

137



Atuaroa Avenue fields and gymnasium to be re-named Murray Salt Contractors Te Puke Sports Stadium.

Te Puke Times
1993
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Te Puke Times
1 September 1993

Bay of Plenty Times
29 September 1993

Amongst many and varied fund raising initiatives held to support the Steve Bailey Trust, a weekend 

of entertainment was organised in October which included rugby, golf and racing.  The highlight 

was the Classic All Blacks rugby fixture which attracted the participation of several previous All Blacks.  
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In 1994, following on from the April 1992 decision to change in name of the club, the Annual 

General Meeting included discussion on a ‘Notice of Motion’ which read:

 “That the club colours be changed to black, gold and red.”

The change was accepted and implemented with red stripes incorporated into the logo and on 

playing jerseys. The new design was conceptualised by long-term club member, player and coach 

Danny McGinity.  The colour red was strategically incorporated to reflect the many years that the

Te Puke Sub-Union team played with black and red striped jerseys.  By 1994 the winding up of the 

Te Puke Sub-Union was the subject of significant discussion.

By popular club consensus, no change other than the addition of the red stripes to the club’s ‘Pirate’ 

monogram and jerseys was considered appropriate.

The club season started with uncertainty with only 20 clubs entering the Baywide competition.  The 

previous season 42 clubs had played in four divisions.

Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club 1992 - 2014

At the first committee meeting of the year, club 

sentiment was only supported by a 7- 4 vote in 

favour of retaining the ‘Pirate’ monogram.

Murray Salt was elected a Life Member of the 

club.

1994 was the first year blazers were 

introduced, recognising the number of matches 

played for the club’s Premier team.

A preseason rugby match was played against 

Burlington, a social team from Vermont USA.

The Wentworthville JAB visited during 

September.



The Baywide final was won by Eastern Pirates who defeated Whakatane Marist 15 - 10. 

The Tauranga - Te Puke competition started erratically with the senior team defaulting to Katikati 
and then withdrew from the competition, ending a disappointing season for the club.

What followed was an up and down season, winning their final game against Greerton Marist

23 - 15 to retain their Baywide Premiership status.

The volleyball team won the New Zealand Volleyball Club Championship and in doing so became 
the first woman’s team in the club’s history to win a Division 1 National title.  Five members of the 
team were selected for the New Zealand national side, Sasha Patete also for the under 19’s.

Bay of Plenty Times
29 March 1994

Bay of Plenty Times
24 August 1994

Bay of Plenty Times
6 April 1994
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1994 Te Puke Sports Volley Ball Team - National Club Champions
Back: Natalie Bird, Sarah Harrison, Jaala Nicholson, Simone McLennan, Tania Gray, Barbara Brown
Front: Suzanne Tilby, Tamara Patete, Vanessa Weld, Shelly Addison, Sasha Patete, Whetu Rolleston, Frances Patete
Absent: Jeanette Haua

Tug-O-War membership continued to increase.  A number of social netball teams participated in a 
social competition. The committee was of a view that more competitive netball teams needed to be 
encouraged to join the club.

Preliminary work on clubrooms extensions had commenced in December 1993 and by January 1994 
the extensions were well under way with a March 1994 completion date envisaged.  Members were 
requested to provide volunteer labour.  On 16 September the new extensions, which almost doubled 
the size of the existing facility, were opened by Tarawera’s M.P. Max Bradford under the abbreviated 
title “Murray Salt Stadium.” The opening took the form of a combined function that included the 
presentation of Life Membership to Murray Salt.

President John Dowling stated “the honour is very well deserved and not only is it an acknowledgement 
of Murray’s commitment to the club, but also that of Heather who has had a major input over the years”.



Te Puke Times
29 March 1994
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Boxing �rst
What is believed to believed to be a �rst for  Te 
Puke, at least in living memory, takes place on 
Saturday evening with a boxing tournament being 
staged at the Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club. A 
very high standard of amateur boxing is expected at 
the event which will feature about 20 bouts, some 
involving New Zealand and regional champions. 
Boxers from Te Puke and Maketu will be starring 
on the night and special guests, in a non-
competitive capacity, will include Commonwealth 
Games bronze medallist Kalelo Fauii and New 
Zealand representative Colin Hunia. �e tourna-
ment will draw in boxers from throughout the 
North Island.

During October a Boxing tournament attracted 300 spectators.  The tournament led to the sport

becoming associated with the club for a period.

The year ended on a tragic note on 14 December 

with the death of popular senior rugby winger 

Colin Hingston (‘Hingy’), in a work related 

accident.  He was described as a popular player, 

member and friend.  His death had a profound 

effect on the club and Te Puke.

John Dowling stated that “His loss will be felt 

within Te Puke Sports for a very long time”

Colin had been a key player in the senior team 

and played in the 1991 and 1992 senior 

championship winning teams.  

Dennis Keenleyside worked as a 
builder on the clubroom extensions. 
Following the completion of the 
extensions project Dennis has 
provided the club with 
maintenance services including 
alterations, additions and repairs. 

For some 20 years Dennis has 
provided his time largely on an 
unpaid, voluntary basis.

The club has been very fortunate 
to have had Dennis available to 
undertake the many and varied 
maintenance services that are 
required by a club the size of 
Te Puke Sports. 
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   New Zealand Title to Rob Webb

1994 was once again a very active year on the club’s sports and social calendar.

Te Puke Times
1994



John Dowling commented the Annual General Meeting 26 January 1995 that “it is with great 
humility that I record the contribution made to this club by Murray and Heather Salt.  They are 
absolutely outstanding supporters of firstly United Pirates and now Te Puke Sports and frankly, 
without Murray and Heathers help, and others like them, this club would struggle to survive”.

John Dowling’s presidency challenged the status quo and brought about unprecedented change.  
His leadership during a period of significant development and expansion was acknowledged by 
many members.  Doug Payton was elected President.  

The commencement of the rugby season saw Tauranga clubs resolve by a 5 - 3 majority to withdraw 
from the Baywide competition. Te Puke Clubs also resolved to withdraw, with Te Puke Sports being 
the sole supporter of the Baywide concept.

Bay of Plenty Times
31 July 1995

Bay of Plenty Times
31 July 1995
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The Western Bay of Plenty competition commenced 

with an 84 - 3 demolition of Eastern Districts, and the 

round-robin finishing with the senior team qualifying 

for the semi-finals after defaulting their final round 

game against Tauranga Sports.  Both teams finished 

on equal competition points following the default.

They defeated Rangiuru 22 - 16 in one semi-final and 

the forwards paved the way to a victory over Mt 

Maunganui in the final 28 - 10.

In June the club hosted a visit from Nashville Rugby 

Club and in September an Under 15 Wentworthville 

Tigers JAB side.
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1995 Te Puke Sports Senior A Team - Winners Tauranga - Te Puke Competition
Back: P. Hughes (Assist. Coach), B. Wilson (Coach), J. McKeown, K. Hinaki, P. Koce, T. Dowling, P. Smith, T. Robertson (Assist. Manager)
Third: D. Payton (President), A. Horscroft, B. Baggott, G. McNaughton, A. Stewart, A. Miller, E. Carter (Manager)
Second: R. Poihipi, J. Robertson, J. Wilkins (Captain), C. Jeffries, S. Wilson, W. Reid
Front: Ball Boys - B. Saunders, B. Davies, B. Bayliss, M. Burt
Absent: M. Jepsen, M. McKenzie, J. Keenleyside, A. Bean

Bay of Plenty Times
1 & 4 August 1995



Brett Wilson created a club record in achieving three Tauranga - Te Puke Championship wins as 
Coach - 1992, 1993 and 1995. 

The A netball team went through the season unbeaten to top the Premier division.  Current winners 
of the Bay of Plenty Premier Netball League joined the club as Seeka Te Puke Sports.

The volleyball team retained the prestigious title of New Zealand Club Champions.  They won the 
Bay of Plenty Top Sports Team Award.  Five members of the women’s volleyball team were named 
in the New Zealand volleyball side to tour Thailand.  Vanessa Weld, Tamara and Sasha Patete, 
Simone McLennan and Sarah Harrison were selected for the National side.  Sasha Patete and 
Chervonne Tana were selected for the New Zealand Under 21 team.
  
In a humorous toast to women in sport at the annual prize giving function on 6 October, Simone 
McLennan commented “If we were rugby players we would be All Blacks”.
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Other events and activities in 1995 included the following.

On 26 January 1996 a Special General Meeting, changes to club rules and management structures 

were confirmed.  These changes had, amongst other criteria, the effect of creating a management 

committee with reduced numbers and the power to appoint a Club Manager and to delegate 

powers including to specific sub- committees of different sports codes. 

In his report to the Annual General Meeting in February 1996, President Doug Payton noted that 

1995 had been a year of transition.  He stated that “The club is changing… over the last two to three 

years tremendous changes have taken place… the club’s name, (along with) big alterations to the 

clubrooms not to mention a change in management system… ‘A Think Tank’ meeting in November 

produced some excellent ideas and made more people aware of the clubs financial position… 

The overruns on the building costs and not being able to attain our proposed budget have created a 

huge strain on our financial resources… Unlike other clubs we do not (at this stage) attract substantial 

help and subsidies from areas of public interest… ” (abridged)

Te Puke Times
 1995



Doug finished by acknowledging the hardworking, unsung and unnamed people that worked hard 
for the club behind the scene and paid tribute to the clubs major sponsors.  

The club again played in a Western Bay Rugby Competition with the seniors qualifying for the top 6 
and winning the 1st round of that competition against Katikati 30 - 26.
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Bay of Plenty Times
10 June 1996

Te Puke Times
24 July 1996
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In early August the seniors were front runners in the championship and in the final match of the 

round defeated Rangiuru 21-17 to qualify for the semi-finals.

They defeated Mt Maunganui in the semis 36-5 only to lose the Grand Final against Tauranga 

Sports at the Domain 32-3.

Te Puke Times
28 August 1996

Bay of Plenty Times
26 August 1996

Te Puke Times
2 September 1996



After almost eighty-five years of existence, the Te Puke Sub-Union, formed in 1911, was wound up and 
combined with the Tauranga Sub-Union to create the Western Bay of Plenty Rugby Football Sub-Union. 

The women’s volleyball team won the Northern Zone club competition narrowly losing the New 
Zealand Club Championship.  Tamara and Sasha Patete were selected for the New Zealand side 
and Marnie Grant and Joanne Leach won selection in the New Zealand Under 19 team.  The team 
won Bay of Plenty Sports Awards for the most outstanding team in the region.
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1996 Te Puke Sports Senior B - ‘The Unbeatables’ - Won 22 games and drew final against Tauranga Sports
Back: C. Gibbs, G. Carter, D. Bass, J. McIntosh, C. Morgan, I. Brouwers, K. Hinaki, M. Ratana, E. Wynyard (Manager)
Middle: N. Tristram (Coach), S. Williams, B. Bass, C. Jeffries, G. McNaughton, I. McNaughton, M. Curran, C. Kerr, M. Goss, M. Salt (Sponsor)
Front: S. Dowling, M. Edwards, R. Lempriere, G. James, W. Warbrick, R. Williams, M. Williams
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Doug Payton commented in his report to the 1997 Annual General Meeting on the 30 January that 

“1996 will go down in history as a year of frustration ….we seem to have spent the whole time running 

to stand still….two Special Meetings were held to address the financial crisis which is a direct result of 

huge building extension overruns. We are negotiating with Western Bay of Plenty District Council to 

purchase all or some of our land; unfortunately the wheels of progress turn slowly….”(abridged)

Despite the financial pressures which led to serious discussion regarding the strategic sale of club 

land, Doug was able to provide the meeting with many positives for the season with up-grades and 

improvements to facilities with grounds and clubrooms maintained in excellent order.

Ashley Peat was elected President in January 1997.

By mid May the senior rugby team were second to Tauranga Sports in the 1st round of the Western 

Bay Senior A competition and by the end of the round had qualified for the Baywide Championship.

Te Puke Times
7 August 1996



In the Baywide competition the team won their 2nd round match against Whakatane Marist 17 - 6, 
then succumbed to the Mount the following week 23 - 15.  By the end of the Premiership round they 
failed to qualify for the semi-finals finishing in the bottom half of the points table.

The final was contested by Ngongotaha and Mt Maunganui.

Following the Baywide the Western Bay Championship continued with Rangataua defeating Te Puke 
Sports 29 - 10 in the first game.
  
Rangataua then went on to defeat Rangiuru in the final 28 - 12.
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The Arizona Wildcats made their 4th visit to the club in August having previously visited in 1983, 1987 
and 1993.

Touch rugby continued as a popular sport with a strong following.

The volleyball team was defeated in the New Zealand club finals.  Sasha Patete, Vanessa Weld and 
Marnie Grant were selected for the New Zealand team.

In his Annual Report of 4 February 1998 Ash Peat reported that members can feel proud of 
progress made in turning around the extremely tight financial position of the club.  He mentioned 
that owing to financial constraints it was no longer viable to employ a club administrator.  Ash noted 
that the highest priority for the 1998 year must be to up-grade the field lights to an acceptable 
standard for night rugby to be played, but that the huge cost associated with new lights had put any 
up-grade on the back-burner.  He added that final tidying up of the gymnasium was required to 
provide an opportunity for provincial and international games such as volleyball to be played.

Ash announced “that the club had decided not to negotiate the sale of club property 
with the Western Bay of Plenty District Council.” 

With Paul Fairweather and Rodney Gibbs as coaches, the rugby season commenced with three 
losses in the Western Bay competition against Greerton, Rangataua and Tauranga Sports, and at 
the end of the first round finished in the lower half of the six team Blue section of the competition and 
failed to qualify for the Baywide competition with Mt Maunganui, Tauranga Sports, Arataki and 
Rangiuru being the Western Bay representatives.  

Bay of Plenty Times
5 February 1997



The Baywide final was won by Ngongotaha defeating Waikite 15 - 9.

Playing in the Western Bay Championship, by mid August the seniors only lost a further three 

games and qualified for the competition semi-finals.

After a comprehensive defeat of the Mount by 42 - 7 in the quarter finals  they beat Rangataua 

15 - 10 in the semis only to lose the final to Tauranga Sports 14 - 18 at the Tauranga Domain.
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1998 Te Puke Sports Seniors
Back: B. Bass, A. Horscroft, G. Donald, J. Anderson, T. Dowling, K. Ngaropo
Middle: R. Flexman (Manager), T. Robertson (Manager), P. Fairweather (Coach), A. Stewart, L. Marsh, J. Cotter, J. Winters, A. Peat (President)
Front: K. Hinaki, R. Gibbs (Coach), T. Rasmussen, J. McKeown (Captain), J. Robertson, C. Flexman, R. Poihipi
Absent: J. Keenleyside, B. Honey, B. Kiddle, K. McGinity

Lost the final to Tauranga Sports, however the team’s sense of humour was retained.



The reserve team won the local championship final with a 30 point win over Tauranga Sports.

The New Zealand Men’s Lightweight Tug-O-War Championship was won for the second time 
confirming Te Puke Sports as the strongest Tug-O-War club in the country.

The volleyball team recaptured the New Zealand Club Championship title.  Sasha Patete and Marnie 
Grant were selected for the New Zealand team; Marnie also for the New Zealand junior women’s team.

In the 1999 season, after two successive victories Tauranga Sports, Rangiuru, Te Puke Sports and Mt 
Maunganui had emerged as frontrunners in the Western Bay Rugby Championship.  After a draw 
against Rangiuru, Te Puke Sports ran up some high scoring victories to win the 1st round and be the 
top qualifier for the Baywide competition.
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The Daily Post
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Club member and

President of the Te

Puke Sub-Union from

1983 - 1990 Gordon

Schultz passed away.

Ash Peat noted at

the Annual General

meeting “that it is

with sadness that I mention the passing of 

one of the great gentlemen of Te Puke 

rugby.  He will be sadly missed around the 

rugby circles of Te Puke.”
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A victory over Rotoiti in the 1st round of the Baywide competition was followed two weeks later with 

the only loss in the qualifying round to Ngongotaha, finishing in top position on the points table and 

qualifying for the Baywide final for the first time.

The team was unable to hold their qualifying round form in the final against Tauranga Sports and 

were defeated 18 - 11.

Three weeks later they were defeated 6 - 7 by Rangataua in the Western Bay final. 

Te Puke Times
2 June 1999

Bay of Plenty Times
24 July 1999

Bay of Plenty Times
31 July 1999

Te Puke Times
23 June 1999



During the year the club had 230 registered JAB players

and 29 teams entered the clubs touch-ruby competition.

In his review of 1999 Ash Peat said of the JAB that

“if the senior side had a great year then I can’t think

of strong enough words to describe the JAB season;

totally remarkable is an understatement  with 3 of 5

sides winning their championships and the other two

in semi-finals.  He went on to say these successes didn’t

happen by accident but because the club had structures

in place to provide top level coaching, top facilities

and top-class management of teams”.

The 1999 Senior Reserves, were winners who never

played the final because they were so far ahead on

points that the trophies were just delivered to them at

the club at the end of the season. (team photo next page) 
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Te Puke Times
20 October 1999

1999 Te Puke Sports Senior A - Runners  Up Baywide Championship, Runners Up Western Bay Championship
Back: T. Robertson (Manager), M. McKenzie, G. McNaughton, J. Winters, P. Fairweather, R. Baxter, D. Dixon, R. Poihipi, K. Ngaropo,
K. Murphy (Coach) Third: D. McGinity (Rugby Co-ordinator), S. Cameron (Coach), P. Latimer, R. Pamment, K. Greig, K. McGinity, V. Cotter,
T. Dowling, A. Peat (President), R. Flexman (Manager) Second: H. Moore, B. Honey, J. Keenleyside, J. McKeown (Captain), K. Hinaki,
J. Cotter, R. Gibbs Front: C. Flexman, T. Rassmussen, J. Robertson, S. Taylor Absent: B. Kiddle
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In reference to Volleyball Ash commented … “for sheer grit, determination and the will to win, the 

volleyball girls would take the prize - to collect back to back national club titles is a truly remarkable 

achievement.”  Sasha Patete was selected for the New Zealand National team.

Te Puke Times
8 September 1999

Te Puke Times
15 September 1999

Bay of Plenty Times
19 July 1999



The 2000 club rugby season began with the Premier team competing in the Gold Section of the 

Western Bay competition.  Starting the season with a default win over Eastern Districts, the Premiers 

lost only one match, to the Mount 19 - 29, and won the Western Bay Championship.

Playing in the Baywide Top 10 Division the team lost their first two matches against Ngongotaha and 

Whakatane Marist before winning six in a row and finished third in the round robin to qualify for the 

semi-finals, where they were defeated 14 - 10 by Waikite.

Waikite went on to defeat Ngongotaha 20 - 8 in the Baywide final at Rotorua.

164

Te Puke Times
6 May 2000

Bay of Plenty Times
17 June 2000

Te Puke Times
28 June 2000
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Junior rugby continued to expand with 230 players registered playing in every grade.

Te Puke Times
14 June 2000

Te Puke Times
28 June 2000

2000 Te Puke Sports Seniors - Western Bay of Plenty Champions, Baywide Semi-finalists
Back: R. Flexman, A. Peat (President), S. Taylor, J. Pardoe, M. McKenzie, N. Parata, T. Williams (Physio), M. Salt (Sponsor)
Middle: B. Honey (Manager), S. Cameron (Coach), H. Riddell, R. Pamment, B. Kiddle, L. Marsh, G. McNaughton, K. Murphy (Coach)
Front: P. Smith, K. Hinaki, J. Cotter, J. McKeown, P. Fairweather, S. Boireaux, A. Fitzgerald Absent: P. Williams (Manager), R. Baxter,
R. Poihipi, R. Gibbs, K. Greig, T. Solomon, T. Rassmussen, J. Keenleyside, H. Moore, K. McGinity. D. McGinity (Rugby Co-ordinator)



Recreational sports were strongly supported with ‘social and serious’ touch rugby teams totalling 22 and 

adult basketball with 12 teams.  

Volleyball expanded with Ash Peat commenting “Volleyball, just like rugby, has now become a year-round 

sport for the club”.   The club successfully hosted a New Zealand v Australia volleyball test on 23 March.  

Vanessa Gibbs was selected for the New Zealand team. The team won the National Club title.

The issue of adequate field lighting had been a

topic of discussion for several years fuelled by

increasing use of the grounds by various sporting

activities.  The original lighting system was not

sufficient to allow maximum use of the fields. 

Project chairman John Cameron spearheaded

an appeal for funds in November by way of a

‘Field Lights Sponsorship Proposal’.  The Proposal

consisted of four elements; lighting towers, concrete

foundations, cabling and qualified labour. A target

set was to have the new lighting system operating

for the 2001 rugby season.
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Te Puke Times
24 May 2000
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In 2001 for the first season since 1994 club rugby commenced with the Baywide competition, the 

senior team competing in the 10 team Premier Division.  After a 1st round victory over local rival 

Rangiuru 35 - 15 the team competed strongly to finish the round robin section in third place to qualify 

for the semi-finals, along the way defeating some top sides, including the final match of the round 

against Whakarewarewa 29 - 10.

In the semi-final they defeated Rotoiti 23 - 16.  In the lead up to the final against Waikite three club  

veterans contemplated retirement seeing the final as the ideal swan song.

Te Puke Times
17 March  2001

Bay of Plenty Times
14 July 2001

Bay of Plenty Times
21 July 2001

Bay of Plenty Times
26 July 2001



The Bay of Plenty Times headlines recorded “Te Puke let another final slip from their grasp”.

2001 Te Puke Sports Senior Rugby Team 
Back: M. Salt (Sponsor), T. Williams, A. Peat (President), J. Simmonds, D. Dixon, P. Gidlow, R. Baxter, E. Poata, E. Lenihan, P. Williams
Middle: C. Stapleton (Manager), S. Chisholm, N. Parata, L. Marsh, K. Greig, R. Dixon, T. Chandler, S. Conner, Q. Harris, S. Cameron (Coach)
R. Flexman (President WBRFU), K. Hinaki, M. McKenzie, J. Cotter, J. McKeown (Captain), R. Gibbs, P. Fairweather, R. Poihipi, K. Murphy (Assist. Coach)
Front: N. Harris (Ball Boy), Absent: J. Skiffington, M. Wells, T. Brott, T. Solomon, H. Riddell, A. Wills, I. Richmond
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Bay of Plenty Times
28 July 2001
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Women’s rugby commenced under coach Kellie Kiwi a former Black-Fern player.

Significant progress was made with the Field Lights Sponsorship Proposal. An application to the 

Tauranga Energy Trust for $50,000 resulted in a grant being made to the club of $46,000 which, 

when combined with a Bay of Plenty Community Trust and Gaming Board Trust grant, topped up

with a significant contribution from the clubs’ primary sponsor,  new lights of competition standard 

were installed.  This was a milestone development for the club enabling night games to be played 

competitively for the first time.

 

Te Puke Times
28 March 2001

Bay of Plenty Community Trust Annual Report
2001

Halftime in a match against Judea at the first women’s rugby tournament staged by Te Puke Sports.



Sasha Patete and Tamara Patete were selected for the New Zealand women’s volleyball team. 

Tamara as Vice Captain.  Following three consecutive years of winning the National title, the team 

slipped to third position.

In his first newsletter of 2002 Ash Peat commented “after a huge effort last year to get those new 

lights up and running, this year will hopefully be one of  fund raising, consolidation and doing a bit 

of maintenance on the building such as repairing the floor”.

A New Zealand Divisional 15 played Bay of Plenty Wasps in front of a large crowd at Murray Salt 

Stadium on 28 May. 
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Te Puke Times
21 February 2001

Te Puke Times
21 March 2001
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The Baywide competition now comprised 12 teams competing for eight positions in the 2nd round.  

By mid-April the senior team was third on the point’s ladder of the 1st round before running up a 

huge victory over Te Teko in mid-May and finished second in the round.  This was followed in June 

with a first ever win over Ngongotaha.

In the penultimate game of the 2nd Round they thumped the Mount 37 - 0 to propel themselves back 

into the top 4.

Te Puke Times
18 May 2002

Te Puke Times
15 June 2002

Bay of Plenty Times
15 July 2002

Te Puke Times
17 July 2002



The following week a 25 - 8 defeat of Whakatane Marist secured a semi-final against Rotoiti which 

they lost 21 - 16.          

             

The next week, Whakarewarewa defeated Rotoiti 22 - 14 in the Baywide final at Rotorua.

2002 Te Puke Sports Premier Rugby Team
Back: A. Peat (President), K. Hinaki, S. Tamihana, S. Taylor, J. Teat, P. Gidlow, J. Simmonds, C. Baxter, P. Poata, P. Williams (Assist. Manager)
Middle: R. Flexman (Assist. Manager), T. Williams (Masseuse), B. Hickson, R. Dixon, J. Skiffington, H. Warner (Physio), P. Fairweather (Co-ordinator)
Front: S. Anderson (Coach), H. Moore, D. Macfie, R. Gibbs, J. McKeown (Captain), R. Poihipi, R. Baxter, J. Cotter (Assist. Coach)
Absent: S. Conner, J. Croucher, S. Davison, G. McNaughton, M. Walton, M. Pilcher, E. Roberts, C. Stapleton (Manager), V. Uelese
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Bay of Plenty Times
24 July 2002

Te Puke Times
17 July 2002
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Netball grew in strength and became a more competitive code.  Grade trials were required to 

establish two senior teams, one each in Premier and A grade and a High School team.  Netball teams 

competed in an indoor competition held at Mt Maunganui, winning the final against Mt Maunganui.

The volleyball team continued their winning form, once again taking out the National club title.  

Sasha Patete, Marnie Grant and Tamara Patete were selected for the New Zealand team, Tamara as 

Captain.  Carly Hona captained the New Zealand Under 19 team.

2002 Te Puke Sports Women’s Volleyball Team - National Club Champions
Back: Alicia Malcolm, Vanessa Gibbs, Dezzy Hirama, Dana Rodgers, Jaala Nicholson, Juanita Paraha, Sasah Patete, Hannah Cleland
Front: Jo Leach, Marnie Grant, Graeme Weld (Mayor - WBDC) Tamara Patete (Captain), Andrew Fenton (Satara), Chevy Tana, Andrea Clayton

Adult social basketball was introduced along with Friday night volleyball involving twelve teams. 

Mini-Ball (modified basketball) was a popular kids’ sport along with Kiwi Volleyball which boasted 

32 teams.

At a well attended Annual General Meeting on 12 December, John Cameron was awarded Life 

Membership with many speakers acknowledging his commitment to the club over many years, as a 

player, coach and supporter of many club projects.



At the meeting Life Member Brian Stapleton commented “John has the ability to make things happen 

at times when we have had little or no apparent funding on hand.  He is both a mediator and a 

mentor”.

An uninspiring draw against Rangiuru 11 - 11 opened the 2003 club season for the seniors, in the 

Baywide competition.  In April they defeated Whakarewarewa 30 - 19 in the curtain raiser to the 

Chiefs-Cats Super 12 match in Rotorua.  The team finished the 1st round in second place.

The 2nd round was notable for the number of close results with the majority of games being decided 

by less than six points.  The team again qualified for the semi-finals only to lose to Tauranga Sports 

17 - 9.

Arizona Wildcats made their fifth visit to the club in May.

A Golden Oldies team under the banner ‘Te Puke Mutineers’ was formed and participated through 

to 2009 occasionally combining with Eastern Districts players to make up numbers.  
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Bay of Plenty Times
22 March 2003

Charles Baxter was selected
for the New Zealand 7’s team
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Women’s volleyball won the New Zealand Club Championship.  Marnie Grant and Debbie Hill were 

selected for the National team; Debbie was also selected for the New Zealand Junior team.  Sasha 

Patete, Tamara Patete, Marnie Grant, Dana Rodger, Dezzy Hirama, Natalie Bird and Jaala 

Nicholson were selected for the New Zealand Women’s Maori team.

Repair of the gymnasium floor which had deteriorated over time with water seepage was 

commenced and completed. Club volunteers assisted with the painting of the clubs interior and 

other improvements. Ground up-grade and levelling, as well as the installation of an irrigation 

system added to the quality of the playing fields. 

Club Patron and Life Member Len Browne (Brownie) passed away.  Len’s involvement in the club 

commenced in 1955 as an inaugural committee member of the Te Puke Pirates RFC.  He was 22 

years a Life Member, 21 years Patron and a club member for approximately 47 years.  During his 

retirement years Len performed an unpaid caretaker role at the club and fittingly his funeral was 

held in the clubrooms.

At the 11 December Annual General Meeting Brian Stapleton was confirmed as Club Patron.
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2003 Satara Te Puke Sports Volleyball Team - National Champions
Back: Greg Cummings (Coach), Debbie Hill, Jo Leach, Juanita Paraha, Marnie Grant, Dana Rogers, Victoria Bennett, Frances Patete 
(Manager), Andrew Fenton (Satara), Ash Peat (Te Puke Sports President), Front: Natalie Bird, Sasha Patete, Tamara Patete (Captain),
Alicia Malcolm, Jaala Nicholson
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Early 2004 season victories over Waikite and Ngongotaha had the premiers off to a good start and 

then a typical local derby victory over Rangiuru, finishing the 1st round in fourth position and 

progressing to the top 8.

The team was unbeaten in the 2nd round including some impressive victories to qualify for the 

semi-finals.  They went on to defeat Rotoiti 28 - 27 to set up a decider against Whakatane Marist.

Expectations were high for a first Baywide final victory over a well performed Whakatane team with 

the Colts also qualifying for the final against Tauranga Sports.

Bay of Plenty Times
26 April 2004

Bay of Plenty Times
19 July 2004

Bay of Plenty Times
26 July 2004

Bay of Plenty Times
19 June 2004



Unfortunately it was not to be!  Whakatane Marist won the Grand Final.  The Colts also lost 27 - 0, 

a sad day for the club supporters. 

Senior player Solomon King was awarded the Prime Minister’s sporting scholarship award. The 

award’s objective was to provide financial assistance to retain athletes in their sport whilst allowing 

them to make the transition into a career.

Bay of Plenty Times
28 July 2004

Te Puke Times
28 July 2004

Bay of Plenty Times
31 July 2004
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2004 Te Puke Sports Premier Team
Back: S. Cameron (Coach), R. McDonald, M. Pilcher, T. Luteru, N. Kenta, S. Chisholm, A. Miller, M. Youngman, N. Latu, P. Roozendaal
A. Sutherland, C. Flexman, P. Williams (Assist. Coach) Middle: R. Gibbs (Assist. Coach), P. Fairweather (Co-ordinator), M. Wallis, Q. 
Harris, S. King, B. Baggott, M. Sorenson, K. McGinity,  B. Castle, S Tamihana, M. Salt (Sponsor, Life Member), T. Williams (Masseuse)
Front: J. King (Fitness Trainer), H. Moore, S. Connor, R. Pohipi, J. McKeown, D. Goodwin, J. Cotter, P. Gidlow, C. Baxter, K. Hinaki, 
R. Flexman (Manager) In Front: (Ballboys) D. Edge, L. Keenleyside, T. Scott, M. Gordon, D. Underwood Absent: S. Davison

The volleyball team were once again winners of the National club title. Sasha Patete, Tamara Patete 
(Captain) and Marnie Grant were selected for the National team and Carly Hona for the NZ Under 19’s.

Satara Te Puke Sports Women’s Volleyball Team - National Club Champions
Back: Ash Peat (Te Puke Sports President), Natalie Bird (Coach), Andrea Clayton, Carly Hona, Marnie Grant, Victoria Bennett,
Jaala Nicholson, Frances Patete (Manager), Andrew Fenton (Satara)
Front: Deanna Harrison, Vanessa Gibbs, Tamara Patete (Captain), Sasha Patete, Dezzy Hirama



A resurgence in netball saw three teams and a netball committee formed.

With the backdrop of several years of bank overdraft restricting club expenditure on improvements, 
Club President Ash Peat declared “2004 would be the season to ‘wipe-out’ the club’s debt and that 
fund raising and sponsorship is to be a major commitment for this season.  We need to get behind all 
fund raising ventures”.

As an incentive for members to utilise the clubrooms more frequently, a projector and large screen 
were installed at a cost of $5,700.00.  Male and female referees changing rooms were completed.

Ross Flexman was elected Chairman of the Western Bay of Plenty Rugby Football Sub-Union.

2005 in a rematch of last year’s final the Premiers lost to Whakatane Marist in the opening match 
of the Baywide Competition 23 - 15 and then strung together eight consecutive victories before 
losing the last two matches of the 1st round, finishing fourth on the ladder.

At the end of the 2nd round they were in fourth position and were drawn to meet top of the table
Mt Maunganui in the semi-finals where they were beaten 34 - 23. 
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Bay of Plenty Times
30 April  2005

Bay of Plenty Times
14 May  2005

Premier player Ben
Castle was selected
for the Junior
All Blacks
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At the same time the Colts qualified for their final defeating Reporoa 13 -1 2, only to have their finals 

hope dashed for fielding an ineligible player in the semi-final.

2005 Te Puke Sports Premier Team
Back: D. Schwass, R. Johnston, A. Sutherland, P. Williams (Assist. Manager), M. Wallis, M. Youngman, D. Whitcliffe-Davies
Middle: T. Williams (Physio), A. Peat (President), S. Chisolm, M. Dagg, B. Henderson, C. Baxter, Q. Harris, M. Salt (Life Member), A. Fitzgerald (Coach)
Front: R. Gibbs (Coach), B. Baggott, S. Tamahana, R. Poihipi (Vice Captain), J. McKeown (Captain), J. Cotter, P. Fairweather (Manager), 
R. Flexman (Manager), Ballboys: L. Keenleyside, D. Underwood, T. Scott, J. Jeffries Absent: M. Sorenson, D. Mathieson, A. Miller, M. 
Pilcher, P. Gidlow, T. Telefone, F. Bolavucu, B. Castle, S. King, D. Goodwin, P. Roozendaal, M. Williams

Bay of Plenty Times
23 July 2005

Bay of Plenty Times
29 July 2005



Carly Hona, Ashley Kururangi, Renee Handley were selected for the New Zealand Under 19’s and 

Chloe Hoeata for the New Zealand Under 17’s volleyball teams.  The team finished second in the 

New Zealand Club Championship.

The season was one in which maintenance and improvements to the clubrooms and gymnasium took 

precedence, along with fund raising initiatives.  Work was undertaken to improve the rugby fields with 

top-soiling and re-grassing.  Advertising signage was sold around the circumference of the grounds.

The 2006 Premiers made a fine start to the Baywide competition with wins over Rangataua, the Mount 

and Tauranga Sports in the first three weeks of the competition and mid-May lead the competition.

in the final match of the round they defeated Rotoiti 23 - 17 remaining undefeated, with newspaper 

headlines describing the match, “Referee’s job a lonely one as top sides’ fists fly”.  

Bay of Plenty Times
3 April  2006

Bay of Plenty Times
14 June  2006

Te Puke Times
12 April  2006
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At the commencement of the top 8 round the team was described in the media as “Unbeaten Te Puke 

Baywide’s hot pick”, and enhanced that opinion by winning their three matches convincingly.

A 30 - 17 loss to Rotoiti was followed by further loses to the Mount and Whakarewarewa, and in the 

final match of the round came from 26 -10 down at halftime to defeat Tauranga Sports 32 - 26.

After finishing fourth equal with Rotoiti they missed the semi-finals due to their earlier loss to Rotoiti. 

Bay of Plenty Times
15 June 2006

Bay of Plenty Times
20 July 2006

Bay of Plenty Times
22 July 2006



The Colts team continued their string of near misses in the finals, again being defeated by Tauranga 

Sports 25 - 8.

During June, Ross McLeod, Rugby Committee Co-ordinator stated that “it was one of the greatest 

days in the clubs history when two players were recently selected to play for the New Zealand Colts 

in their world Tournament in France. Solomon King and Matt Wallis were selected, the latter having 

played his rugby for our club since he was a 10 year old.”

Ross also noted “Other Te Puke Sports players to make New Zealand teams during 2006 have been 

Charles Baxter and Hayden Reid in the New Zealand Sevens, Anthony Tahana in the New Zealand 

Maori Team.

Bay of Plenty Times
20 June 2006
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Te Puke Sports’ Matt Wallis and Solomon King celebrate their selection.
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Ross continued “Such is the talent of Te Puke Sports members that the following appointments have 
been made”:  
            Ross Flexman - Bay of Plenty Steamers - Manager
            Kim Hinaki - Bay of Plenty Steamers - Liaison Manager
            Warren Taylor - Bay of Plenty Development Team - Liaison Officer 

In addition to the above selection 20 of the senior squad made Bay of Plenty rep teams during the year.

2006 Te Puke Sports Premier Team
Back: J. Williams (Coach), C. Donovan, W. Hurunui, R. Nicolaas, D. Schwass, R. Dixon, R. Just, D. Goodwin, B. Castle, L. Te Kiri, 
S. Cameron (Assist. Coach), A. Peat (President) Middle: P. Williams (Assist. Manager), M. Ryan, W. Hughson, D. Whitecliffe, D. Mathieson,
P. Thirlby, M. Dagg, B. McLeod, P. Roozendaal, M. Williams, R. Ball, R. Johnston, S. King, R. Flexman (Manager) Front: M. Salt (Sponsor), 
T. Williams (Masseuse), C. Baxter, S. Tamihana, A. Miller, R. Poihipi, S. Chisholm, M. Sorenson, M. Wallis, A. Sutherland, J. King (Trainer), 
B. Hickey (Physio) Ballboys: J. Allen, A. Pitman, J. Jeffries, L. Keenleyside

An Inaugural JAB Goldfields tournament was hosted late in the season. This tournament was run 
annually by the Western Bay Sub-Union. The Arizona Wildcats continued their close ties with the club 
visiting for the 6th time in July.

Te Puke Sports women’s volleyball won the New Zealand Club Championship. Tamara Patete and 
Marnie Grant were seleced for the New Zealand Beach Volleyball team and Chloe Hoeata for the 
New Zealand Under 17’s.

Three netball teams participated, the A team winning the local competition.
Social sports including touch rugby and volleyball continued as popular club activities with 10 and 16 
teams competing respectively.

John Dowling was elected Chairman of the Western Bay of Plenty Rugby Football Sub-Union.



The 2007 Baywide season began with four successive wins followed by a loss to Tauranga Sports, 

then a 28 - 12 win over Rotoiti.

Te Puke Times
13 September 2006

Bay of Plenty Times
28 April 2007

Bay of Plenty Times
5 May 2007
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At the end of the 1st round the team finished in third position.

The team only lost two matches in the 2nd round and qualified for the semi-finals after missing out 

in 2006.

Unfortunately they lost the semi against Tauranga Sports 22 - 15, who then went on to win the final 

against Whakarewarewa 44 - 19.

 

A feature of the season was the six losses incurred by the Premiers during the year; five were against 

finalists Tauranga Sports and Whakarewarewa.

Bay of Plenty Times
7 July 2007
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During the season a Premiers competition match was shown by Sky Sports One on Toyota 

Grassroots Rugby.

2007 Te Puke Sports Premier Team - Winners of David Simpson Cup
Back:  T. Williams (Masseuse), D. Miller, R. Johnston, D. Schwass, R. Dixon, B. Castle, S. Tamihana, W. Hughson, L. Te Kiri, P. Williams (Asst. Manager)
Middle: J.J. Williams (Coach), A. Fitzgerald (Asst. Coach), M. Ball (Management), R. Nicolaas, R. Ball, S. King, R. Just, J. Murphy, A. Peat 
(President), M. Salt (Major Sponsor), R. Flexman (Team Manager) Front: B. McLeod, D. Whitecliffe, C. Baxter, R. Poihipi, S. Chisholm, 
M. Wallis, A. Sutherland, A. Jarvis-Cook, C. Donovan
Ball Boys: J. Jeffries, A. Pitman, C. Seator, J. Allen Absent:  A. Tahana, H. Uelese, C. Donaldson, R. Buchanan, M. Williams

The club again hosted the Western Bay Goldfields JAB tournament during September.

The JAB section of the club had some great successes during the season.  Here the 12th grade 
celebrate their Western Bay Championship win, defeating Tauranga  Sports Gold 31 - 5.
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A Te Puke Sports website was launched - www.tepukesports.co.nz

 

Participation in netball strengthened with 5 teams taking the courts with names as diverse as Slow- 

Ferns, Outback, Hummers, Golden Girls and Subway.  The volleyball team slipped to fourth in the 

National Club Championship.

At the February 2008 Annual General Meeting Deborah Keenleyside presented the 2007 financial 

report that detailed an overall club profit of $24,656.00.  This was the club’s best financial result for 

several years with members acknowledging that the club was entering a more financially stable 

period.

Ash Peat commented “An exciting occurrence happens in three months when (hopefully) our 

mortgage for the clubroom extensions will be paid-off”.

 

Ash regretted that the upper training area and car-park had not been completed and considered this 

project a priority.  This work was completed during the course of the year.

In a March newsletter Ash Peat commented “The Bay of Plenty Union is in turmoil.  They continue to 

stumble from one debacle to another.  The coaching fiasco, financial performance and team performance
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make bleak reading for us the stakeholders in Bay of Plenty rugby.... The financial viability of the 

proud NPC set-up looks increasingly fragile.... as huge losses are racked up.... It is more important 

than ever as a club (that we) pull together and look after our own club patch, club players and 

members.  There are great things happening in this club with many dedicated people”. (abridged)

After another successful 1st round where the team finished in fifth position, the Premiers contested 

the top 8.  At the commencement of the 2nd round the topic of representative players became an 

issue. 

In mid-July the team qualified for another semi-final after a 29 - 5 defeat of Rotoiti.

In the lead up to the semi-final match against Rangataua, coach Rodney Gibbs mused; “both teams 

reckon they know how to beat each other.”

 

Bay of Plenty Times
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14 June 2008
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Rangataua went on to win 9 - 7 and extend the sequence of finals losses for the Premiers, with 

Tauranga Sports then defeating Rangataua in the final 13 - 8.  Brett McLeod was the top Baywide 

points scorer with 218 points.

 

2008 Te Puke Sports Premier Team
Back:  M. Burt, D. Colhoun, L. Perrott, J. Harrison, L. Te Kiri, A. Jarvis-Cook, P. Williams (Asst. Manager)
Middle:  R. Flexman (Manager), K. Williamson (Masseuse), J. Roberts, N. Burt, J. Kouwenhoven, C. Donaldson, R. Just, A. Kelly, 
J. Murphy, A. Peat (President), R. Gibbs (Coach) Front: S. Crossman, C. Donovan, B. McLeod, S. Tamihana, R. Poihipi, D. Whitecliffe, 
P.J. Gidlow, M. Wallis, A. Sutherland, R. Nicolaas, M. Salt (Major Sponsor).
Absent: A. Fitzgerald (Asst. Coach), H. Nicolaas, H. Sievwright, S. King, J. Nutbrown, R. Dibell, V. Petterson, T. Johansson, P. Akerson

The Colts won the Baywide 1st round, however missed out on the semi-finals at the seasons end.
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2008 Te Puke Sports Colts -  Winners of the Western Bay Championship
Back: A. Peat (President), M. Roberts, A. Wallis, J. Culligan, J. Tuala, A. Seator, M. Cooney, S. Morris, S. Kelly (Manager)
Middle: B. Kiddle (Coach), B. Roberts (Asst. Coach), V. Zuber, B. Wagstaff, N. Harris, S. Winikeri, T. Hodgson, J. Wagstaff, L. Atkinson, 
P. Wadsworth (Aqua Tech), M. Salt (Major Sponsor)
Front: S. Montgomery, S. Royal, M. Nicolaas, J. Corbett, E. Kingi, L. Burt, D. Williamson, C. Wheki, K. Paenga

The Te Puke Sports ‘Mutineers’ team participated in the 17th Golden Oldies Festival in Edinburgh.  It 

was described by team captain Kim Hinaki as “An experience we will never forget”. 

Another strong netball season ended with five teams again representing the club.

 

150 JAB players registered to play reflecting the sound management of this section of the club over 

many years and the Goldfields JAB Rugby Tournament was again hosted during September.

Volleyball membership decreased as a consequence of the domestic commitments of long-term 

members.  In March the team announced that “motherhood will  take priority and we are unable to 

field a team”.

 

The wind down of competitive volleyball was the end of a golden-era for this section of Te Puke 

Sports.  The record of achievements over the previous 14 years was outstanding with 9 New Zealand 

Club Championships, 9 players selected for the New Zealand team, 7 for New Zealand Maori, 2 for 

New Zealand Under 21’s and 6 for New Zealand Under 19’s.  This sport raised the club’s profile on 

a regional and national level and their spectacular results are unlikely to be achieved again.
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THE MUTINEERS
formed in 2003

The Originals - Standing: Gary Driver, Marc Borland, Warren Taylor, Kim Hinaki.
              Sitting: Dean Payne, Stu Griffin, Dallas McLeod, Lex Robson, Kevin Knudsen, Beau the dog



Te Puke Sports Uniforms
and Merchandise

From top: 

Shirt and tie

Shirt and tie with blazer

100 game blazer pocket

Tie

Pre match Tee shirt

Bucket hat

Hoodie 

Wet weather jacket

Outdoor jacket



The 2009 ruby season commenced with a successful 7’s campaign.

The club season reverted to a Western Bay top 6 competition, with the Premiers finishing second, 

prior to the Baywide competition. The Baywide was divided into two sections of six, who then played 

for positions in the top 8.   

 

By the end of the Baywide top 8 round the Premiers finished fourth and again qualified for the 

semi-finals where they defeated Whakarewarewa 15 - 13 in Rotorua to set up a final against 

Tauranga Sports.
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Unfortunately the season ended with another finals loss 31 - 23, while the Colts lost their final against 

Ngongotaha 42 - 3.

 

2009 Te Puke Sports Premier Team - Winners of the David Simpson Cup
Back: J. Cotter (Tech Advisor), M. Walton, D. Whitecliffe, R. Lambert, A. Te Moni, J. Fly, J. Rueben, H. Sievwright, L. Te Kiri, J. Roberts, 
S. Tamihana, J. Redmayne (Physio), P. Williams (Asst. Manager)
Middle: S. Cameron (Asst. Coach), R. Just, J. Murphy, A. Brownlee, N. Burt, C. Donaldson, S. Rolleston, J. Harrison, D. Lee, M. Burt,
C. Donovan, A. Peat (President), R. Gibbs (Coach), D. Banks (Physio)
Front: R. Flexman (Manager), L. Perrott, J. Wagstaff, N. McCashin, R. Poihipi, R. Nicolaas, S. Chisholm, B. McLeod, M. Nicolaas,
A. Sutherland, A. Vakatawa, M. Ball (Management) Absent: S. King, N. Hunt, D. Bowater, W. King, R. Ball, F. Salu.
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2009 Te Puke Sports Colts - Runners Up Baywide Colts Competition
Back: A. Peat (President), B. Bragg, S. Dodds, B. Lloyd, M. Cooney, J. Culligan, J. Farnham, P. Wadsworth (Aqua Tech)
Middle: B. Williamson (Manager), Q. Harris (Asst. Coach), A. Wallis, J. Watton, T. Carter, I. Takai, S. Montgomery, J. Farnham,
R. Martin (Coach), J. Fly (Coach)
Front: P. Biel, S. Winikerei, J. Corbett, D. Williamson (Vice Captain), L. Burt (Captain), S. Munro, J. Hawke, B. McNaughton, C. Kingi.
Absent:  M. Langdon, N. Hall, C. Wheki, H. Raihiri

Reflecting on the rugby season Ash Peat said “the all too familiar story of so close, but no cigar rings 

true for the 2009 season”.

 

Ash stated in his 2009 Presidents report “A must for the coming year is to get the Old Players Club up 

and running and perhaps look at (employing) a part time executive to drive revenue…. on the 

financial side of things we are in a holding pattern, we need new blood on the executive to rev things 

up and get going. We have a tremendous asset that should be providing us with more income to 

enable the funding of a more professional rugby set-up…… more than ever in these trying financial 

times the majority of us haven’t got the time to devote … so (finding) a part-time professional is a must 

in my mind”. (abridged)

 

With reference to the club’s playing fields, Ash commented “Thanks to a lot of hard work our grounds 

are standing up to the rigours of training and are a picture for Saturday games.  You only need to go 

around the other clubs to see the standard of their grounds to realise how lucky we are”.

 

Twilight cricket was added to the clubs list of social sports. 

195



In 2010 the 7’s season was again popular with tournaments played at Te Awamutu, Greerton and 

Mt Maunganui, where the team lost the Special Plate final to Grammar 14 - 12.

 

The Baywide competition was changed to two rounds of ten teams, with the Premiers losing two of 

their first three games, to Tauranga Sports 27 - 17 in the season opener and two weeks later to Rotoiti 

28 - 22.  They remained undefeated for the rest of the 1st round.

 

Their good form continued in the 2nd round and they finished fourth to qualify for another shot at a 

Baywide title that ended at the semi-final stage, with another loss to Tauranga Sports 14 - 12.

Tauranga Sports went on to defeat Mt Maunganui in the final 19 - 10.

 

The Colts were undefeated in 20 games and won their final against Tauranga Sports 19 - 3 to 

become the first team to win a Baywide title for the club in any grade.
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2010 Te Puke Sports Colts - Baywide Colts Winners
Back: B. Williamson (Manager), L. Walsh, B. Moses, R. Wilson, J. Hawke, T. Trinder, B. McNaughton, B. Wagstaff, P. Wadsworth (Aqua 
Tech), A. Peat (President)
Middle: M. Salt (Major Sponsor), Q. Harris (Asst. Coach), M. Hinaki, J. Farnham, H. Raihania, E. Takai, N. Hall, W. Warbrick (Asst. 
Coach), J. Fly (Coach)
Front: J. Featherstone, J. Culligan, N. Lekkimlim, I. Takai, T. Carter, J. Watton, S. Munro, B. Bragg, J. Farnham.
Absent:  B. Lloyd, D. Morehu, K. Utimawa, W. Campbell.

With reference to the Colts achievement Ash Peat commented in his Presidents Report “It is with 

jubilation that I can report that this year we managed to knock the bastard off”.
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2010 Te Puke Sports Premier Team - Winners of the David Simpson Cup
Back: R. Flexman (Manager), A. Miller (Asst. Coach), R. Lambert, J. Corbett, M. Broughton, A. Tuise, N. Lekkimlim, S. Munro, H. Sievwright, 
H. Bernard, M. Ball (Management), M. Salt (Major Sponsor)
Middle: J. Cotter (Coach), N. Burt, S. Smith, D. Lee, S. Rolleston, B. Harrison, B. Ward, R. Birkin, A. Peat (President).
Front:  K. Tyack, C. Donovan, M. Walton, M. Nicolaas, L. Perrott, C. Donaldson, M. Burt, A. Sutherland, B. McLeod.
Absent:  S. King, S. Chisholm, J. Murphy, J. Harrison, D. Banks (Physio), N. McCashin, R. Poihipi, P. Williams (Asst. Manager), D. Goodwin, D Whitecliffe.

Supporters avidly watching the finals action.

Three netball teams and a social grade team participated in the Harbourside competition at

Mt Maunganui.
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Finals Days 2010 and 2011



The Old Pirates Club was launched in 2010.  The objective was to expand club membership by 

attracting older players and administrators back to the club.

The 2011 Premier team season commenced with losses to Tauranga Sports, Rotoiti and Rangataua 

in first four weeks of the competition and controversy surrounding Kenyan 7’s star Charles Longwe. 
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The 1st round finished in the midst of an injury crisis and fourth equal position.

The team went through the 2nd round undefeated finishing the round robin in second position to 

again qualify for the semi-finals, where they defeated Mt Maunganui 20 - 19.

 

In the lead up to the final, the clubs finals record was at the forefront of media comment.
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In a prelude to the Premier final, the Colts completed their second successive finals victory, defeating 

Greerton Marist 25 - 14.

They were again undefeated in 20 games; an outstanding achievement for the team and their 

coaches John Fly, Willy Warbrick and Quentin Harris.
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The headlines the following Monday said it all.  A magnificent victory for the Premiers!

 

In a finals victory sealed with a Simon Rolleston drop goal, long serving members of the club 

recalled memories of the Kensington penalty goal in 1974 to seal the club’s first ever competition win.  
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Both Premiers and Colts were lauded by the Press.

In his Presidents report on 2011, Ash Peat commented “Well, the old adage says good things come to 

those who wait….. we have certainly waited a while but wasn’t the wait worthwhile…. 2011 will 

certainly be remembered as a stellar year for the club with the Premiers finally nailing a Premiership 

and the Colts going through unbeaten to add a repeat championship for them.  After all that 

(success) it was a forgone conclusion that the All Blacks would win the World Cup. Special mention 

must be made of Jeremy Cotter, Andy Miller and Craig Jeffries who spearheaded the campaign”.
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Ash also noted “the success on the field probably masks the fact that we are a club under (financial) 
pressure with a committee well past its use-by-date.  We have falling membership and fewer 
volunteers to do the work…. P.S.A. (bacterial infection of vines) in the kiwifruit industry will only add to 
this clubs worries”.

In a stirring response, Patron Brian Stapleton spoke of his confidence in the club and the committee 
and stated “other clubs can only be envious of our facilities and our achievements”.

2011 Te Puke Sports Premier Team - Baywide Premier Champions
Back:  A. Lee, M. Powdrell, N. Burt, R. Birkin, B. Harrison, S. Rolleston, V. Pettersson, R. Green, B. Ward, N. Harris, P. Williams (Asst. Manager)
Middle: A. Miller (Asst. Coach), J. Cameron (Life Member), R. Flexman (Manager), M. Salt (Major Sponsor), J. Corbett, A. Tuise,
M. Broughton, S. Moimoi, G. Uelese, A. Peat (President), N. Lydiard (Physio), B. Stapleton (Patron)
Front:  C. Jeffries (Coach), C. Donovan, M. Walton, S. Chisholm, N. McCashin, R. Lambert, R. Poihipi, D. Goodwin, J. Murphy, 
M. Nicolaas, J. Cotter (Coach) Ball Boys: T and R. Poihipi Absent: L. Gibson, R. Ball
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2011 Te Puke Sports Colts  -  Baywide Colts Champions
Back: B. Wagstaff, J. Featherstone, J. Sansom, J. Culligan, S. Nagel, I. Takai, T. Morehu, M. Hinaki, E. Takai,
Middle: J. Fly (Coach), W. Warbrick (Coach), P. Wadsworth (Aqua Tech), E. Ronaki, H. Tamihana, O. Beaumont, H. O’Reilly,
N. Wilson (Manager), Q. Harris (Asst. Coach), M. Salt (Major Sponsor), A. Peat (President)
Front: B. Moses, M. Eru, R. Wilson, L. Walsh, J. Batten, J. Hawke, K. Utimawa.
Absent: J. Watton, G. Featherstone, N. Trinder, T. Trinder, B. McNaughton, D. Morehu, E. Salmon, M. Mohi

Following a lack lustre period during which JAB membership declined, new initiatives and tireless 

fund raising saw participation again increase.  Kids’ entertainment was introduced including items 

such as a bouncy castle and a juke-box purchased to encourage family participation amongst the 

younger grades. 

 

A part-time sports development officer, Dan Goodwin, was appointed to support sporting activity, 

fund raising and club promotions as well as assisting with the expansion of the Old Pirates Club.

 

The Old Pirates Club membership totalled 40 and began expanding.

 

Friday ‘Family Fun’ nights featuring big screen entertainment, meals and organised activities were 

promoted to encourage family participation in the club. 
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2012 the Premier side put their 2011 championship victory behind them under the guidance of new 

coaches Craig Jeffries and Leo Scott and played an entertaining brand of rugby.  They went through 

the 1st round undefeated, including an 89 - 5 demolition of Waikite in early April and the following 

week thrashed Rangataua 90 - 16.

In June they suffered their only loss in both rounds of competition to Tauranga Sports 26 - 21.  The 

team defeated Opotiki Sports in the semi-final 36 - 14 to set up a back to back finals contest against 

Rotoiti.
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The Colts under the guidance of new coaches Ricky James, Graeme James and Phil O’Reilly, lost 

their semi against Tauranga Sports 22 - 17, ending another successful season for the team.

 

In the Premier final, the side prevailed 12 - 3 over Rotoiti to achieve back to back titles, emulating the 

Colt’s teams of 2010 and 2011.
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2012 Te Puke Sports Premier Team - Baywide Premier Champions
Back:  M. Hinaki, I. Takai, N. Harris, T. Carter, S. Rolleston, G. Oram, B. King, J. Wilson, A. Lee, A. Peat (President), P. Williams (Asst. 
Manager) Middle:  L. Scott (Asst. Coach), C. Jeffries (Coach), T. Scott, J. Nutbrown, G. Uelese, A. Wallis, S. Moimoi, M. Flood, J. Hawke, 
J. Gordon (Aqua Tech), M. Salt (Major Sponsor), R. Flexman (Manager)
Front:  M. Broughton, M. Nicolaas, L. Perrott, N. McCashin, S. Chisholm, R. Poihipi, R. Lambert, J. Corbett, B. Ward

In his Presidents report, Ash Peat’s opening comments referred to the Premier team’s repeat 

Championship success “It’s been a great year to be a Pirate! They played a superb brand of running 

rugby…and only dropped one game…. Roll on 2013 and make it three in a row”. (abridged)
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At the Annual General Meeting Treasurer Deborah 

Keenleyside echoed the view that had been 

expressed regularly throughout previous years 

“Although the club is now mortgage free…….and 

we are financially sound, things could well 

change for the coming season as expenses are 

always ongoing … we continue to run on a week 

by week basis which seems to be a continual 

problem.  Without our sponsors it would be very 

difficult to operate”

Nathan Harris

was selected for

the New Zealand

Under 20

Rugby World

Championships

in South Africa.

Jack Wilson was 

selected to play for 

the New Zealand 7’s 



At the end of the 2012 year the club was rewarded when it was awarded the “Sport New Zealand 

Club of the Year” at the Bay of Plenty Sports Awards. 
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John Dowling was elected President of the Bay of Plenty Rugby Union.  This was the first appointment

of a club member to Bay of Plenty Rugby Union Presidency in the club’s 103 year history. 



In 2013, chasing a three-peat the Premiers won their first five round robin matches before 

consecutive losses against Tauranga Sports and Opotiki.

 

When Rameka Poihipi ran on to the field against Opotiki Sports on 4 May he played his 300th game 

for the club.  In June Rameka received Life Membership in recognition of his dedication to the club 

and his outstanding contribution to playing and the coaching of JAB teams.

The 2nd round of the competition proved more difficult, winning only one of their final six matches, 

however still managing to qualify for the semi-finals, where they were defeated 23 - 15 by Mt 

Maunganui. The Colts again lost their semi-final against Tauranga Sports 34 - 10.
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Tauranga Sports won another Baywide final defeating Mt Maunganui 21 - 16.

President Ashley Peat was accorded Life Membership.  A senior player and regular captain between 

1981 and 1990, Ash has been continuously involved in the administration of the club from his arrival 

in Te Puke in 1980.  As President since 1997 he has steered the club through many significant 

developments and challenges.  The strength of Te Puke Sports today must be largely attributed to Ash 

Peat’s leadership qualities.

 

A Jubilee planning committee was established to prepare for the 2014 Easter celebrations, 

consisting of Ash Peat, Deborah Keenleyside, Kim Hinaki, Brian Stapleton and Rick Hannay.

Te Puke Sports 100 plus Club

The following players have played more than 100 games for the clubs senior side since the records 

were maintained commencing in 1994 until the end of the 2013 season.

To qualify for a game the player must have been on the field for a minimum 30 minutes in any match.

 Rameka Poihipi 307 games

 Jarrod McKeown 203 games

 Rodney Gibbs  199 games

 Jeremy Cotter  168 games

 Simon Chisholm 158 games

 Mike McKenzie 155 games

 Paul Fairweather 152 games

 Kim Hinaki  115 games

 Bobby Baggott  109 games

 PJ Gidlow  103 games

Unfortunately, no records exist to recognise such achievements prior to 1994.
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At the end of the 2013 season long serving club administrators Ross Flexman and Kim Hinaki 
selected their Blazer XV plus reserves as recorded below. The number of blazer games played by 
each player is recorded in brackets.

    15. Jarrod McKeown (203) (C)
      14. Rowan Baxter (53)      11. Charles Baxter (50)
              13. Mike McKenzie (155)
           12. PJ Gidlow (103)
        10. Andy Miller (95)
       9. Rameka Poihipi (307)  
     8. Bobby Baggott (109)
       7. Paul Fairweather (152)  5. Mark Sorenson (52)  4. Dan Goodwin (63)  6. Solomon King (61)
  3. Ben Castle (33)(VC) 2. Nathan Harris (45) 1. Matt Wallis (80)  
       Reserves:  16. Simon Chisholm (158) 17. Glen McNaughton (80) 18. Jamie Keenleyside (75)
   19. Jeremy Cotter  (168) 20. David Whitecliff-Davies (83) 21. Andy Lee (41)
   22. Rodney Gibbs (199) 23. Ben Ward (69)
  
The following players represented New Zealand Rugby teams from 1993 to 2013 whilst playing 
for  the club:
  C.N.O. "Charles" Baxter  NZ Sevens   2003, 06, 07
 B.J. "Benjamin" Castle   Junior All Blacks  2005
 P.S.V "Solomon" King   NZ under 21 -  (Colts)  2006
                                                              NZ Sevens   2006, 07, 08, 09, 10
 M.R. "Mathew" Wallis   NZ Under 21 -  (Colts)  2006 
 H.B. "Hayden" Reid   NZ Sevens   2006
 A.S. "Anthony" Tahana   NZ Maoris   2006, 07
 N.P. "Nathan" Harris   NZ Under 20   2012
  J.H. "Jack" Wilson   NZ Sevens   2012

The following players represented Super Rugby teams whilst playing for the club:             
  A.J. "Andrew" Miller   Crusaders                            1996
  B.J. "Benjamin" Castle   Chiefs                                  2004, 05, 06, 07
 S.H.R. "Simms" Davison  Chiefs                                   2004, 05, 06, 07
 J.R. "Jamie" Nutbrown   Chiefs                                   2008
 A.S. "Anthony" Tahana   Chiefs                                   2006, 07
 M.C. "Murray" Williams  Chiefs                                   2007
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The following players represented Bay of Plenty Senior Rugby teams from 1993 to 2013 whilst 

playing for the club:

    

     P.M. "Paul" Fairweather            1993, 94

     A.J. " Andrew" Miller             1993, 95, 96, 97

     R.M. "Rameka" Poihipi             1994, 95, 96, 97, 98, 

               99, 2000, 01, 02

     R.J. "Robert" Baggott             1995

     J.M.G. " Jamie" Keenleyside   1995

     D.S. "Shade " Munro             1996

     J.P. "Jarrod" McKeown             1997

     P.G. "Paul" Latimer             1999

     S.M. "Scott" Taylor             1999

     R.P. "Rodney" Gibbs             2000

     T.R. "Tane" Brott             2001

     J.H. "John" Simmons             2002 

     G.P. "Gregory" Rawlinson        2002

     C.N.O. "Charles" Baxter           2002, 03,04,06,07

     S.H.R. " Simms" Davison           2002, 03,04,05,06,07

     B.J. "Benjamin" Castle             2003, 04,05,06,07

     R.H.P. "Ray" MacDonald          2003, 04

     M.R. "Mark" Sorenson             2003,04,05,06
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S.R. "Simon" Chisholm            2004, 06, 10

D.L. "Daniel" Goodwin            2004, 12

N. "Nili" Latu              2004

F.V. "Filimone" Bolavuku             2005

M.C. "Murray" Williams            2005, 06, 07

W.D. "Wayne" Hughson            2006, 07

P.S.V "Solomon" King                    2006, 07, 08, 09, 10

J.R. "Jamie" Nutbrown            2008, 12

H.B. "Hayden" Reid                       2006

A.S. "Anthony" Tahana             2006, 07

M.R. "Mathew" Wallis            2007, 08

N. " Nigel" Hunt               2009

N.P. "Nicholas" McCashin           2009, 10, 11, 12

T. "Taniela" Moa              2011

N.P. "Nathan" Harris            2012, 13

S.T. "Simon" Rolleston            2012

J .H. "Jack" Wilson            2012

T.O. "Timothy" Bond            2013

M.J. "Junior" Tofa-Va'a            2013

 



2013 Te Puke Sports Premier Team - Rameka Poihipi 307 Games
Back:  C. Hale, N. Harris, J. Tofa Va’a, M. Nicolaas, T. Carter, L. Morrice, B. King, C. Basham, D. O’Rourke, S. Paulsson, J. Ormsby
Middle: C. Jeffries (Coach), J. Nutbrown (Asst. Coach), R. Flexman (Manager), G. Uelese, C. Savage, M. Hinaki, A. Lee, J. Roberts,
G. Scheres, T. Lydiard (Physio), M. Salt (Major Sponsor), A. Peat (President)
Front: S. Moimoi, J. Corbett, L. Perrott, R. Lambert (Co Captain), T. Bond (Co Captain), R. Poihipi, S. Chisholm, S. Rolleston, B. Ward
Absent: D. Goodwin, M. Broughton, N. McCashin, J. Gordon (Aqua Tech)

2013  Te Puke Sports Colts
Back: T. Headifen, C. Lambert, S. Peake, S. Nagel, M. Hall, T. Cooper, J. Sansom  Middle: Q. Harris (Asst. Coach), R. James (Coach),
M. Collins, M. Gordon, C. Whitehead, L. Keenleyside, K. Young, M. Salt (Major Sponsor), A. Peat (President)
Front: E. Apisai, T. Scott, T. Pula, E. Takai, J. McKoy (Captain), S. McVeigh, B. Moses, K. Utimawa, K. McGovern
Absent: M. Pretorius, J. Batten, G. James (Manager)
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On Monday 26 February 2014 at their Annual General Meeting, Ross Flexman was awarded Life 
Membership of the Western Bay of Plenty Rugby Football Sub-Union having served that and 
predecessor Sub-Unions since 1991.  Ross served as Chairman for the 2004 and 2005 years.
 
At the club’s Annual General Meeting in March a motion put by Patron, Life Member and ex President 
Brian Stapleton read, “that a Posthumous Life Membership Award be conferred upon Alastair Simpson 
the inaugural President of United Pirates RFC in recognition of his role in establishing United Pirates, the 
legacy of which is today’s Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club Inc.”
 
Brian Stapleton, Earl Bragg and Bruce McLeod spoke in support of the motion.  In moving the motion 
Brian stated, “The Simpsons were the first family to sponsor United Pirates.  This was done through 
providing funding to allow the first clubrooms to be purchased.  Additionally, Alastair was the key 
negotiator that brought the United Old Boys and Pirates clubs together for the amalgamation that 
created United Pirates…….During this period the United Pirates Club was formed from two competing 
identities to one amalgamated club which eventually became Te Puke Sports……..” (abridged)
 
Earl Bragg spoke saying “Alastair Simpson was a special person.  He was a friend to many and led by 
example… he was an achiever who could make things happen.....” (abridged)
 
Bruce McLeod said that he recalled that he was seventeen when he first served on the United Pirates 
committee.  A lasting memory is of Alastair saying that his objective was to develop the best club with the 
best people. Bruce noted that “If you look around now, there is no doubt that Alastair got his wish.....” 
(abridged)
 
Six previous Presidents and the current President jointly seconded and signed Brian Stapelton’s motion, 
which was passed with acclaim.   
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Presidents Past and
Present:
Back: John Dowling
Ross Underwood,
Doug Payton, 
Rick Hannay
Front: Bruce McLeod,
Brian Stapleton,
Ashley Peat,
Ian Bartie



By 2014 four members of the club had established unsurpassed records.

Two members of the club had provided their

services for many years.  Ross Underwood’s

role of Honorary Solicitor spanned twenty-

seven years commencing in 1983.  John Lewis

had provided survey and planning services

for a similar period.  He is the clubs advisor on

all matters relating to land and buildings and

represents the club in respect to Local and

Regional Council compliance and by-law

matters.

The Golden Jubilee celebrating the formation of United Pirates RFC in 1964 was organised for Easter weekend. 

The programme was planned as:

 

Friday evening - a light-hearted social occasion.

Twenty-two centenary playing jerseys designed

specifically for the Jubilee by Kim Hinaki to be

auctioned.
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Ash Peat

President for a term of
18 years and the

incumbent President.

Deborah Keenleyside

Secretary / Treasurer
for a term of 18 years

and the incumbent
Secretary / Treasurer.

Kim Hinaki

Club Captain for a term
of 18 years and the

incumbent Club Captain.

Ross Flexman

Team Coach and or
Manager and Rugby

Administrator for a term
exceeding 20 years.

Ross Underwood John Lewis
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Saturday afternoon the Premiers to play Tauranga Sports in a Baywide competition match, wearing the 

club’s centenary jersey.

Saturday evening - a formal occasion with seating arranged by ‘club of origin’.

 

Speeches by President Ash Peat and Patron Brian Stapleton.

 

Presentation of Alastair Simpson’s Posthumous Life Membership to his family.

 

Presentation of a portrait of Phil Basham, the first recipient of Life Membership in the club’s history, 

awarded in 1963.

 

Cutting the Jubilee cake to formally mark the Golden Jubilee and celebrate the club’s history.

Presentation of the club’s first history book “A 100 Year History - The making of a rugby club“. 



Reflection

To date our club has only been able to relate to our most recent achievements.  We have never had 

access to an accurate reference reminding us of the wonderful club that has evolved over a 104 year 

time line.  

This publication is the first recorded history of the the club capturing milestones through the decades.  

For the first time ever we are able to look back down the pipeline as far back as the Club's formation 

in the year 1910.  

Today's members have no memories of these early events.  We have lost the old timers, and with them 

we lost knowledge of days gone by.  Over the last two years this factual record has been captured 

because of the dedication, enthusiasm and passion of life time club members Richard Hannay and 

Arthur Ball.  To them we will be forever grateful.

This publication, and the effort in collating it, clearly demonstrate the need to keep accurate and 

precise records.

There is nothing truer than “To plan a future we need to understand the past”.

We now have that understanding.

Brian Stapleton

Patron and Life Member

Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club Inc.
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Patrons and Life Members

1910 - 2014

Patrons

Life Members

Roy McKenzie
Patron - Pirates RFC 1955 - 64

A.J. Collins
Patron 1944 - 81

Life Member 1980 - 1981
*(see below for details)

Len Browne 
Patron 1981- 2003

Life Member 1980 - 2003
*(see below for details)

Brian Stapleton
Patron - Te Puke Sports

& Recreation 2003 -
Life Member 1991 -

Phil Basham
Life Member 1963 - 1963

Frank Dowse
Life Member 1981 - 1992

Murray Salt
Life Member 1994 -

John Cameron
Life Member 2002 -

Rameka Poihipi
Life Member 2014 - 

Ashley Peat
Life Member 2014 -

Alastair Simpson
Life Member Posthumously 2014

*A.J. Collins - Patron United
1944 - 1950
Patron United Old Boys
1959 - 1964
Patron United Pirates
1964 -1981
Life Member 1980
passed away 1981

*Len Browne -  Patron
1981 - 2003
United Pirates and
Te Puke Sports & Recreation
Life Member 1980
passed away 2003



Junior Management Board (JMB) and Junior Advisory Board (JAB) 
- by Peter McLeod

    “The strength of our club has always been a direct consequence of the  

    strength of the junior grades over the years.  Alastair Simpson and  

    Brian Stapleton were the first of many Presidents to focus attention 

on this     on this lifeblood section of the club.

    A Junior Management Board existed at the time of the amalgamation  

    that established United Pirates.  From the outset, United Pirates  

    management had a structure to encourage younger players.

    Through the 1960’s and 1970’s United Pirates was fortunate to have  

    committed administrators responsible for the JMB section of the club;   

    pioneers included Sam Langdon, Warwick Elliston, Ian 

Blakeman, Brian Donovan, Ian Scown, Gordon Schultz, and Frank Dowse.

In the 1970’s and into the 1980’s I had stepped into the club’s JMB role on the management 

committee and for the next decade headed this section of the club…..”

The following comments briefly relate to my role during the 1980’s.

“Josie Woodward and myself in a Cortina and Holden Belmont were the main form of transport for 

the bare feet boys those days.  With others we raised funds to get an under 14 and under 16 team to 

Sydney.  This was done through bottle drives, pub raffles, and a Calcutta.  We raised $5,000.00.  With 

the Calcutta we asked the local constable to have an early night at home however he arrived along 

with most of the squash club.  With my wife we ran the toasted sandwich machine for years with 10% 

of takings going to the JMB…...”

“We established a very long-term reciprocal visit programme with Fraser-Tech from Hamilton.  In all, 

this was a very enjoyable period of my life.”  

JMB and JAB
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Following Peter, the JAB was administered through much the 1980’s by stalwart members such 

Norm Waters, Colin Fairweather, Rusty & Ruth Neal and Merv Paton.

In more recent years the same form of commitment to this section of the club has been displayed by 

consecutive Presidents including Malcolm Cartwright, John Burt, Warren Taylor, John Fly, 

Craig Jeffries, Snow Williams and Wade Evans.

Player membership has always been strong.  High points during the late 1980’s saw more than 200 

young players participating.  Many of the younger players of that period graduated to the senior 

grades.  Sound management of the JAB section of the club remains a strategic strength of the club. 

A huge debt of gratitude is owed to those who have been or are, committed to junior grade development.
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 Patron   President  Vice President  Club Captain
1965 A J Collins  A Simpson  F Dowse   P Dickson
1966 A J Collins  A Simpson  F Dowse   L Woodworth
1967 A J Collins  A Simpson  F Dowse   L Woodworth
1968 A J Collins  A Simpson  P McLoughlin  L Woodworth
1969 A J Collins  A Simpson  P McLoughlin  L Woodworth
1970 A J Collins  A Simpson  P McLoughlin  R Wood
1971 A J Collins  A Simpson  P McLoughlin  R Wood
1972 A J Collins  A Simpson  P McLoughlin  B Stapleton
1973 A J Collins  A Simpson  B J Stapleton  B Stapleton
1974 A J Collins  B Stapleton  R Wood   D Roper
1975 A J Collins  B Stapleton  B McDonald  R Burgess
1976 A J Collins  B Stapleton  B McDonald  R Burgess
1977 A J Collins  B Stapleton  D Gardner  R Burgess
1978 A J Collins  B Stapleton  D Gardner / F Dowse B McLeod
1979 A J Collins  B McLeod  S Langdon  R Hannay
1980 A J Collins  B McLeod  S Langdon  I Bartie
1981 A J Collins  B McLeod  A Buckley  G Robertson
1981/82 L Browne  I Bartie   W Bowyer  G Robertson
1983 L Browne  I Bartie   W Bowyer  C Stapleton
1984 L Browne  I Bartie   W Bowyer  L Wheeler
          P Donaldson
1985 L Browne  K Love   R McLeod  R Underwood
          P Donaldson
1986 L Browne  M Bayliss / R Underwood R Underwood  A Peat
1987 L Browne  R Hannay  I Bartie   J Burridge / H Spencer
1988 L Browne  R Hannay  G Dodds  B Gordon
1989 L Browne  R Hannay  G Dodds  B Gordon
1990 L Browne  R Bibby   D Marshall  B Gordon
       I Hannay 
       A Peat 
1991 L Browne  R Bibby   D Marshall  B Gordon
       I Hannay 
       A Peat 
1992 L Browne  J Dowling  D Rollerson  A Bean
1993 L Browne  J Dowling  J Cameron  A Bean
1994 L Browne  J Dowling  J Cameron  A Buchannan
1995 L Browne  D Payton   R Flexman  M Crofts
1996 L Browne  D Payton   R Flexman  R Bibby
1997 L Browne  A Peat   R Flexman  K Hinaki
1998 L Browne  A Peat   R Flexman  K Hinaki
1999 L Browne  A Peat   R Flexman  K Hinaki
2000 L Browne  A Peat   R Flexman  K Hinaki
2001 L Browne  A Peat   R Flexman  K Hinaki
2002 L Browne  A Peat   J Hunt   K Hinaki
2003 L Browne  A Peat   J Hunt   K Hinaki
2004 B Stapleton  A Peat   J Hunt   K Hinaki / J Hunt
2005 B Stapleton  A Peat   J Hunt   K Hinaki
2006 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2007 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2008 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2009 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2010 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2011 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2012 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2013 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki
2014 B Stapleton  A Peat   G Donald  K Hinaki

Office Bearers

1910 - 2014
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 Secretary  Treasurer  Senior Rugby Coach
1965 N Crane   B Robertson  J Allen
1966 N Crane   R Brown   I Gibson
1967 N Crane   R Brown   W Williams
1968 N Crane   D Farquhar  R Taylor
1969 M Paton   D Farquhar  I Gibson
1970 P Howarth  D Farquhar  I Gibson
1971 P Howarth  I Renshaw  I Gibson
1972 P Howarth  M Ryan   M Turvey
1973 B Marshall  M Ryan   D Gardner
1974 B Marshall / R Brownlee D Farquhar  D Gardner
1975 R Brownlee  D Farquhar  D Gardner
1976 D Farquhar  P Howarth  D Gardner
1977 B Tutt   P Howarth  G Ward
1978 B Tutt   D Farquhar  R Burgess
1979 M Paton   B Tutt   C Stapleton
1980 M Paton   B Tutt   C Stapleton
1981 L Mead   B Tutt   C Stapleton
1982 W Young   R Dawe   I McNaughton
1983 R Brownlee  R Dawe   I McNaughton
1984 C Anderson Smith  R Dawe   I McNaughton
1985 R Williams  R Robbie   G J Dodds
1986 S Jones   J Lewis   G J Dodds
1987 M Wild   B Washer  H Sowman / I Hannay
1988 A  Smallridge  H Salt   D Rollerson
1989 A  Smallridge  H Salt   B Wilson / D Rollerson
1990 A  Smallridge  C Phare   B Wilson
1991 J Bibby / S Freeman C Phare   J Cameron
1992 S Freeman  D Rhodes  B Wilson
1993 A Buchanan  I Brouwers  G James
1994 A Buchanan / P White I Brouwers  C Johnson
1995 A  Smallridge  A  Smallridge  B Wilson
1996 A  Smallridge  A  Smallridge  B Wilson
1997 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Cameron / R McGlashan
1998 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  P Fairweather / R Gibbs
1999 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Cameron / K Murphy
2000 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Cameron / K Murphy
2001 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Cameron / K Murphy
2002 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Anderson / J Cotter
2003 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Anderson / J Cotter
2004 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  S Cameron / R Gibbs
2005 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  R Gibbs / A Fitzgerald
2006 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  J Williams / S Cameron / A Fitzgerald 
2007 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  J Williams / A Fitzgerald
2008 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  R Gibbs / A Fitzgerald
2009 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  R Gibbs / S Cameron
2010 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  J Cotter / A Miller
2011 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  J Cotter / A Miller / C Jeffries
2012 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  C Jeffries / L Scott
2013 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  C Jeffries / J Nutbrown
2014 D Keenleyside  D Keenleyside  C Jeffries / R Poihipi

Office Bearers

1910 - 2014
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Te Puke Sports & Recreation Club Inc.

Our rich history spanning the years
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“Other clubs can only be envious of
our facilities and our achievements”.

Brian Stapleton - Patron
in a stirring response to the President’s Report 2011




