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The events of the previous season had a positive impact on members. Many did not understand the 

clubs’ history and the many milestones that created Te Puke Sports. The Jubilee celebrations sparked 

renewed pride in the club which was reflected both on and off the field. 

“Old Pirates” initially launched in 2010, had languished with minimal interest, static membership and 

an undefined role within the club’s structure. This changed with the appointment of Bruce Gordon as 

“Big Buccaneer” (chairman) with an active committee (Crew). Specific objectives were established to 

support the main committee and to work for the betterment of the club and its members.

“Old Pirates” immediately commenced the revitalisation of the club by arranging the display of 

historic photographs, memorabilia and trophy’s. Honour’s Boards were up-dated and displays 

made more prominent within the club. 

Craig Jeffries commenced his 4th year as head-coach assisted by Dan Goodwin and Jake 

Paringatai. Manager Ross Flexman started his 13th year as Prem’s Manager following on from seven 

years as Assistant Manager. 

Coaches appointed to the Development team included Scott Tamihana, Nui Thomas and John 

Corbett. 

The Western Bay Premier and Development competition was revamped and the season commenced 

on 14th March, with a “Western Bay Round” which, with little at stake, was considered to be no more 

than preparation for the up-coming Bayfair Bay-wide competition.

The Premiers faced Tauranga Sports losing 16-20 in a feisty match described as “more like a final”.  

Season 2015
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Following their first defeat the team lost to Mt Maunganui, (13-18) and Te Puna, (19-23) however 

found better form in defeating Greerton (32-24) and Rangataua (26-8).

The team was placed 3rd in The Western Bay top-six.

The Development Team in its second season followed the same competition format winning 4 of 5 

games in the Western Bay Round.

The Bayfair-Baywide competition commenced May 2nd with the first game against Mt Maunganui.  

A very satisfying victory was recorded.

Bay of Plenty Times
14 March 2015
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Bay of Plenty Times
4 May 2015
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The May announcement of Aidan Ross’s selection for the New Zealand Under 20 team to play in the 

World Rugby Under-20 Championship in Italy became the highlight of the season.

Aidan’s selection recorded the club’s second Junior All Black after Paul Fairweather’s selection in 

1999.

In contrast to club euphoria over Aidan’s selection, during May, Nathan Harris was struggling with 

a repetitive foot injury that restricted his ability to play at all levels. 

Bay of Plenty Times
14 May 2015
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The Prems’ next encounter was against Opotiki on may 9th. A mammoth score 80-7 was recorded. 

Bay of Plenty Times
14 May 2015

Bay of Plenty Times
14 May 2015
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During May, JAB teams commenced their competition.

In a hard-fought battle on May 16th Rotoiti was defeated 13-6; on 23rd May Te Puna was beaten 

24-12 in a rain-sodden match and on May 30th Rotorua heavyweights Whakarewarewa were 

dispensed with in an outstanding 64-22 trouncing. This was the 5th straight win with the team now 

sitting in 2nd place, three points adrift of Tauranga Sports.   

On Saturday 6th June Te Puke Sports annihilated poor performing Waikite in an 82-point 

whitewash. The team remained unbeaten along with Tauranga Sports. The following week they 

emphatically defeated Paroa. 

Te Puke Times
14 May 2015
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Bay of Plenty Times
21 May 2015

Te Puke Times
18 June 2015
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In defeating Rangataua 40-0 on June 20th Te Puke cemented their position at the top of the table 

and looked on target to achieve their third Baywide Premier title. The team had steamed their way 

through the first eight rounds with an unbeaten record.  

Greerton was comfortably defeated 48-20 on 27th June, the following Saturday 4th July being a 

special day for the club.

Te Puke Times
2 July 2015
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Te PukeTimes
9 July 2015

Old foes Tauranga Sports were then convincingly defeated.

On July 11th Te Puke Sports met Whakatane Marist winning 32-21. The team finishing as top qualifier 

in the Baywide Premier title race and was chasing their third Baywide Premier crown after 

back-to-back titles in 2011 and 2012. They finished top of the standings with 51 points with an 

unbeaten run to the semi-finals.

The semi-finals commenced on 18th July against 2014 finalists Whakarewarewa at home. The other 

semi-final saw Tauranga pitched against defending titleholders Mt Maunganui.
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Te Puke Times
16 July 2015

Bay of Plenty Times
20 July 2015
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The Development team had an outstanding season winning seventeen of their eighteen Baywide 
games. Following the loss of their first game of the Baywide to Tauranga, they proceeded to win 
every other game played, defeating Tauranga in the Final.

23

Bay of Plenty Times
24 July 2015

Bay of Plenty Times
27 July 2015

The Premiers lost their finals match against Tauranga to become competition runner-up.
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Te Puke Times
30 July 2015

Te Puke Times
22 October 2015

On the 18th June Betty Freeman, Guest of Honour at the 2014 Jubilee celebration passed away.  

Betty (nee Collins) was a daughter of the Club’s foundation Patron, A.J. (Jim) Collins.

On a more positive note, the season concluded with the club being awarded Club of the Year for its 

fundraising efforts for Boobops (a Te Puke dragon-boat racing team of breast-cancer survivors) and 

James Reid a local boy suffering from quadriplegia cerebral palsy. This award was made by the Bay 

of Plenty Rugby Union and presented at the ASB Arena. The initiative was driven by club 

Secretary-Treasurer Deborah Keenleyside and strongly supported by hundreds of locals and club 

members who entered the spirit of the occasion. 

At the AGM held in March President Ash Peat commented that “to have both the Premiers and 

Development team’s finalists at the top of their tables and earn the right to host the finals was 

amazing”. He said that “although the Prem’s fell at the final hurdle, the Development team came 

through to take out the championship….  it was a great day for the club who put on a magnificent 

day for the rugby public”. Ash continued by saying that it was the first time the club had hosted a 

final….. “and let’s do it again for 2016”. 

Ash singled out Bryan and Katie Meyer for their tireless work for the JAB.  He said “their professional
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approach and hugely increasing junior grade sponsorship is something the rest of the club has learnt and 
will hopefully implement.”

The meeting confirmed the appointment of Ash Peat, President, Deborah Keenleyside, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Kim Hinaki, Club Captain and Ross Flexman Premier Team Manager. All four reached twenty year 
milestones in their respective positions. This was formally recognised by members in the form of a Motion 
of Recognition. Discussion that preceded the Motion noted that…… there is unlikely to be another 
sports club in the country that has the administrative stability of Te Puke Sports.

Te Puke Sports Premier Team 2015 
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Te Puke Sports Development Team 2015


